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Introduction
1. Under Atrticle 25 (2) of the Council of Europe Framoek Convention for the Protection of

National Minorities (hereinafter referred to ase'tRramework Convention”), the Republic of
Armenia submits its third periodic report on impkmation of the said Convention.

o

The Report contains information on measures taked period extending from 2004 to 2009,
aimed at implementation of the provisions of then@mtion, pursuant to Rule 21 of
Resolution(97) 10 of the Committee of Ministers of the Coue¢iEurope.

3. The Report has been elaborated in accordance latprocedure for preparing and approving
national reports of the Republic of Armenia, whwehs approved by the Decision No. 1483-N
of the Government of the Republic of Armenia orf\g&ember 2007.

4. In accordance with the above-mentioned procedur@tar-agency working group was set up
for the purpose of preparing the Report, comprdatie following representatives:
- Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Aremia,
- Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia,
- Ministry of Education and Science of the Repubfiérmenia,
- Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia,
- Police of the Republic of Armenia,
- Staff to the President of the Republic of Armenia,
- National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia,
- Government of the Republic of Armenia,
- National Statistical Service of the Republic ofvéenia,
- National Commission on Television and Radio of@epublic of Armenia,
Yerevan Municipality,
Office of the Human Rights Defender of the Repribfi Armenia,
- Coordinating Council for National and Cultural @nigations of National Minorities of the
Republic of Armenia.

In elaborating the Report, the Working Group hamperated with non-governmental
organizations of national minorities. The draftogpvas discussed with the representatives of
national minorities and non-governmental organaretiduring the round table discussion held
in October 2009.

5. The Report was approved by the Government of thuBl& of Armenia on 29 October 2009.

6. In accordance with the Outline defined by the Rajguw Group on Human Rights of the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (B#R008) 11rev), the Report contains
information on the follow-up measures undertakethatnational level based on the results of
the previous Report (Section 1); and on implemenabf the Framework Convention
(Section 2).



Section 1

Practical measures undertaken at the national leveds a follow up to the results of the second

7.

10.

11.

12.

monitoring cycle of the implementation of the Fram&ork Convention

The Framework Convention and its related documeass,well as a number of other
instruments on the protection of the rights, ca@tand language of national minorities have
been posted in Armenian on the official websitetltd Government of the Republic of
Armenia (http://www.gov.am/am/staff-structure/indd/).

In 2008, OSCE office in Yerevan, in cooperationhatihe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia and the Department for Ethnimdities and Religious Affairs of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia, has initigpeiblication ofa collection (in Armenian
and Russian) of international legal instruments (Wduncil of Europe and OSCE) and of
legislative acts of the Republic of Armenia relgtio the rights of national minorities, as well
as to the freedom of religion, conscience and beliee process is in its final stage, and the
collection is expected to be published in 2009.sTis an important endeavor given its
awareness-raising aspect on the rights of natiomadrities for the latter’'s representatives, as
well as its practical utility for the relevant pidauthorities of the Republic of Armenia.

Discussions were held with the representatives afzjgetarans (governor’s offices) of the
Republic of Armenia and Yerevan Municipality on tha&icy pertaining to national minorities
and religious organizations enshrined in the lamg #éhe Framework Convention with its
Explanatory Report and the European Charter foidRedjor Minority Languages (hereinafter
referred to as the "Charter") were presented, iiquéar. Each of them was provided with one
CD containing the collection of national and inegtfanal laws concerning the rights of
national minorities, as well as the opinions of tledevant Council of Europe expert
committees on the process of incorporation of thiel £onvention and the Charter in the
Republic of Armenia.

A follow-up discussion on the incorporation of themmework Convention in Armenia was
organized and held on 13 November 2007 togethdr thé Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia, which was attended by aboutp80ple, including Council of Europe
experts on the rights of national minorities, repragatives of respective ministries of the
Republic of Armenia, Marzpetarans, national minesit and other pertinent non-governmental
organizations.

An international conference on issues concerning itncorporation of the Framework
Convention was organized together with the MinigifyForeign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia, which was held on 14-15 November 2007.r€owf Europe experts on the rights of
national minorities and on the European Charter Ragional or Minority Languages,
representatives from Hungary, Romania, Georgiasiauss well as international and local
experts participated in the conference.

A seminar was held in Tsakhkadzor on 4-5 NovemB&62which was attended by the heads
of non-governmental organizations of national mines of the Republic of Armenia. During
the seminar, the second opinion of the Advisory @uitee on the Framework Convention on
Armenia was also discussed amongst other issussnokrn to national minorities. The results
of the discussion were included in the commenth@®fRepublic of Armenia, which were also
discussed with non-governmental organizations tbnal minorities.



13.

14.

15.

16.

On 29 July 2008, a one week training course aimexdacity building and strengthening of
leaders among the youth of national minorities ah@nia commenced at the initiative of the
OSCE office in Yerevan and the World IndependenutiioUnion, with the support of the
Department for National Minorities and Religiousfdifs of the Government of the Republic
of Armenia. This course is part of the Tolerancejéut developed jointly by the OSCE office
and the Department. During the course, the bodkled “National Minorities in Armenia
(Obligations, Opportunities)”, which contains therafework Convention and other
documents, was distributed among the young reptabers of national minorities. During the
course, the Framework Convention was presented, iaades of concern to young
representatives of national minorities were disedss

The follow-up documents of the second national repgere not officially translated and
published in national minority languages. However,the purpose of its dissemination, staff
members of the Department for Ethnic Minorities &eligious Affairs of the Government of
the Republic of Armenia often visit the places e$idence of national minorities, meet with
the representatives of non-governmental organiaatod national minorities of the Republic of
Armenia, Community Heads, school principals, aravjgle them with Armenian and Russian
versions of the Framework Convention and relatecld@nts in an electronic format or in
other forms. The school principals were asked e urlass supervisors to organize open
classes or allocate master class hours to gradizatiifiarize students with the contents of the
package. Meetings with teachers of minority langsagas well as other pedagogues in
schools, students, and parents were held in thentomnties. During the meetings, the booklet
entitled “National Minorities in Armenia (Obligatis, Opportunities)” was distributed.

The Department for Ethnic Minorities and Religiod$fairs of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia prepared and submitted proposalthe Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Armenia, Ministry of Sport and Youth fairs of the Republic of Armenia,
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republiddamenia, Marzpetarans of those marzes
(regions) of the Republic of Armenia where min@stiive in compact settlements, suggesting
that they post international legal documents ongatmn of the rights of national minorities,
as well as relevant measures and projects impledént them in the field concerned on their
official websites.

In the “Non-Governmental Organizations” sectiorttd website of the Ministry of Culture of
the Republic of Armenia_(www.mincult.gmthere is a separate page designated to the
activities carried out by the associations of nalominorities functioning in Armenia, and
also containing information on areas of culturabmeration, and joint projects and events
implemented. Currently (September 2009) the MiwisfrCulture of the Republic of Armenia
is working on the development of a cultural webt@lowhere a separate website is to be
assigned to cover the culture of national minaitiesiding in the Republic of Armenia, and
the state and regional programs and events impledems well as the legal acts and
international instruments in the field of cultur&ieh are of relevance to them.




Section 2
Measures Aimed at Implementation of the Framework ©nvention

(a) Measures undertaken in response to the ResolutCM/ResCMN(2007)5dopted by the
Committee of Ministers (986th meeting of the Miress’ Deputies, 7 February 2007)

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

1. On the implementation of the conclusions setiousection 1(b) of the Resolution
CM/ResCMN(2007)&dopted by the Committee of Ministers

As regards the financial assistance allocated tterstate budget to national minorities, we
would like to inform that the size of the financadsistance is growing proportionate to the
socio-economic development of the Republic of Armemt the moment, there is no
possibility to increase the size of the financediatance in comparison to the previous year
given the effects of the economic crisis. It shobédnoted that notwithstanding the crisis,
educational and cultural programs for national mitres continue to be implemented
unhindered.

The National Statistical Service of the Republidoienia has provided the composition of

the population of the Republic of Armenia basedita census, according to the ethnicity

and their distribution in urban and rural areasicihs presented in Annex 1 to this Report.

Significant changes in the ethnic composition htaken place due to migration processes
resulting from the developments in political, econmo and social spheres. Annex 2 presents
the migration dynamics, the distribution of persbosn alive and the deceased according to
their national belonging for 2002-2008.

Although the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On @eision and Radio” prescribes a
number of restrictions on the language of televisaiad radio programs, they do not extend
to languages of national minorities. Moreover, @é2cember 2008, an amendment was
made to Article 28 of the Law of the Republic ofrdenia “On Television and Radio”,
which prescribes an obligation for the Public Te®n Company to present such programs
to the audience in which the interests of nationlorities are taken into account, as well as
to broadcast programs in the languages of natiomabrities on the Public TV up to two
hours a week.

The draft law of the Republic of Armenia “On Citize of non-Armenian ethnicity and

ethnic minorities” was the third attempt to elaliera law on national minorities. The
discussions on the draft did not get finalized thuéhe sharp criticism of the draft by some
representatives of national minorities and the dishiing interest from the others.

It is common knowledge that notwithstanding thetieely big number of communities of
national minorities in Armenia, the number of p&sdoelonging to those communities is
small, and this does not enable them to have tveir deputy even from places of compact
residence. This is the reason why they do not hewepresentative in the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia. On the othandh representatives of national
minorities have equal right to participate in tife bf political parties and establish their
own political parties. The realisation of opportigs to exercise these rights depends first
and foremost on their own interest and skills.

As regards their involvement in the executive bsdiad at the local level, this process is
implemented within the scope of the legislationtltd Republic of Armenia without any
discrimination. As a result, citizens belongingnational minorities and meeting the legal
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23.

24.

25.

26.

requirements assume positions in different branofiélse executive power. In the places of
compact residence, they are also involved in bodfig¢srritorial administration and of local
self-government.

The Department for Ethnic Minorities and Religio&ffairs of the Government of the

Republic of Armenia constantly meets with the repragatives of national minorities, the
communities and non-governmental organizations igscuds matters relating to their
situation, issues of concern, and issues pertaitwirrgalisation of their rights. The Ministry
of Culture of the Republic of Armenia, the Ministof Education and Science of the
Republic of Armenia, the Ministry of Sport and YbuAffairs of the Republic of Armenia

involve national minorities in the programs to Imeplemented by these Ministries, and
consult with them when deciding on issues relabettiém.

2. On the implementation of the recommendation®ein section 2 of the Resolution
CM/ResCMN(2007)&dopted by the Committee of Ministers

« further increase awareness-raising measures ambegpublic, politicians and
the media regarding national minorities

The Department for Ethnic Minorities and Religio&ffairs of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia persistently works towards irais the awareness on national
minorities among the various strata of society. Ragmeetings with heads of various state
agencies of the Republic of Armenia, ministerswal as press conferences in different
clubs are held. Many of the media outlets, suchAaavot”, “Azg", “Yerkir”, “Hetq” and
other printed and Internet newspapers, are keercomering the problems facing and
cultural life of national minorities. An agreememés reached with the editorial office of
“Hayots Ashkhar” daily to periodically provide - thin the framework of the newspaper -
information on national minorities residing in ttegritory of the Republic of Armenia.

« find ways to increase the participation of mina#iin the media and remove
legislative obstacles to broadcasting in minorignduages on public radio and
television;

See paragraph 19 of the Report.

e continue to support mechanisms to consult withonat minorities with due
regard for their diversity;

Coordinating Council for National and Cultural Ongaations of National Minorities under

the Advisor to the President of the Republic of A&ma (hereinafter referred to as the
“Coordinating Council”) is a body to consult witlatronal minorities, set up in March 2000
pursuant to the results of the Congress of nationliral organizations of national

minorities of the Republic of Armenia. Given theedefor ensuring the protection of

national minorities, activating their inter-commiynrelations, as well as of making the
State care for specific educational-cultural, legad other issues more effective, the
President of the Republic of Armenia approved lsyeéxecutive order of 15 June 2000, the
setting-up of the Coordinating Council



27. Members of the Coordinating Council are electethi following manner: each of the 11
national minorities residing in the Republic of Agma nominates two representatives who
represent different organizations of each commumipere the Community has one non-
governmental organization, both members are eldobed that organization, and where the
community has two or more non-governmental orgaitiza, members of the Coordinating
Council are elected among representatives fronerdifit non-governmental organizations
representing the community concerned. Thus, theddwating Council has 22 members. It
is a consultative body which carries out its ati#é according to the rules of procedure
approved by the Coordinating Council through colvgisessions.

28. The main functions of the Coordinating Council asgfollows:
- support for and protection of the rights and freed@f national minorities,
- preparation of recommendations on the main isseesiping to the rights of national
minorities,
- discussion and analysis of draft legal acts rajatonthe rights and freedoms of national
minorities, and preparation of proposals,
- discussion of issues pertaining to educationaklcaltprograms of national minorities.

29. International instruments ratified by the RepuldfcArmenia are discussed at the sessions
of the Coordinating Council, about which the mershrthe Council inform wide circles of
national minority communities.

30. Upon the recommendation of the Coordinating Coumtil2000, for the purpose of
providing support to educational-cultural actiwstief national minorities, 10 million AMD
is annually allocated by the Government of the Répuof Armenia to organizations
representing 11 communities that are members o€thecil. Since 2000, the state budget
is programd with the inclusion of this amount. A¢tend of each year, the representatives of
these organizations transmit information to the i@oating Council and the Government of
the Republic of Armenia on the planned and actypérditures of activities.

31. At the beginning of each year, the list of jointiaties is approved and discussed at the
session of the Coordinating Council. The represmeis of 11 nationalities represented in
the Coordinating Council participate in the actest Moreover, each community invites the
representatives of all the other ethnic communtiteselebrate its national holidays. Thus,
both national holidays of the Republic of Armenialahose of ethnic minorities are jointly
celebrated, conferences and seminars, as welipasfor the purpose of getting acquainted
with historical sites of Armenia, concerts, readingvening events dedicated to famous
figures of different nationalities, and other aitiés are organized.

32. In 2006, with the intermediation of the Coordinatbrthe Coordinating Council, and upon
the submission of the members of the CoordinatioginCil, a youth group of national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia was set upickih starting from that year, with a
changing composition participates regularly in "8aall-Armenian Youth Festival. The
participation of the group with its originality sed great interest and was warmly
welcomed.

33. All this allow national minorities residing in therritory of the Republic of Armenia to get
acquainted with each other’s languages, traditionstoms, rituals which, in its turn, creates
an atmosphere of mutual understanding and tolerandecontributes to mutual penetration
and enrichment of cultures.



34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

In 2007, on the initiative of the Advisor to theeBident of the Republic of Armenia and
upon the decision of the Coordinating Council, aeseof films was shot dedicated to all
national minorities residing in Armenia. The canpengon is Gorge Galactic, a member of
the Coordinating Council who represents the Palmmunity. The film was broadcast by
H1 TV channel of the Public Television Company.

On 4-5 November 2006, on the initiative of the Gleating Council and with the support
of the President of the Republic of Armenia, togetwith the Department for Ethnic
Minorities and Religious Affairs of the Governmaitthe Republic of Armenia, a seminar
was held in Tsakhkadzor on the Framework Conventlos Advisory Committee’s second
opinion on Armenia on the implementation therel§ European Charter, and the draft law
of the Republic of Armenia “On National MinoritiesThe seminar was attended by the
members of the Coordinating Council, chairpersohsnational-cultural organizations,
representatives of the Ministry of Education andeSce of the Republic of Armenia,
Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia, Nitry of Culture and Youth Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia, State Language Inspectoratear® of the Public Television and
Radio Company, OSCE, the Council of Europe OfficeYerevan, Office of the Human
Rights Defender, as well as other persons dealitlgigsues under consideration.

It should be mentioned that the Coordinating Cduaciively participates in the political
and social life of the country as well. On theiative of its members and with participation
of other representatives of the national minorigmemunities, a number of thematic
discussions were held and press conferences wenesiwed in connection with making
amendments to the Constitution of the Republic oménia, issues of important social
significance, and those relating to national mitkesiin neighboring states. Meetings of the
Coordinating Council with the President of the Ramuof Armenia are periodically
arranged, where its members directly address tjugistions of concern to the President.

Some members of the Coordinating Council have @paied, on their own initiative, as
observers during the constitutional referendunhefNlagorno-Karabakh Republic.

In autumn 2007, a study tour of the members ofGherdinating Council to the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic was arranged, where they met wWwigh-ranking officials of the
Republic. Trips to various marzes of Armenia wererigrically organized which
contributed to a broader knowledge of the repredmmls of national minorities in
Armenian history, culture and intercultural linksvisit of the members of the Coordinating
Council was also organized to the Jewish settlermedtcemetery recently discovered in the
village of Yeghegis.

The following initiatives during the activities dhe Coordinating Council are worth
mentioning:
Publication of textbooks for elementary classe¥eaidi and Assyrian languages,
Establishment of the Cultural Centre of Nationedifithe idea of which was conceived at
the Council sessions, and later on presented td’thsident and the Government of the
Republic of Armenia. In 2006, the Government of Bepublic of Armenia realized the
idea when in the centre of the city of Yerevan dt@al Centre of Nationalities was
opened for national minorities of the Republic ofmfnia, which was equipped and
refurnished with direct involvement of the Presideinithe Republic of Armenia,
allocation of two target study seats in the Departof Oriental Studies of the Yerevan
State University for Yezidi/Kurdish and Assyriaraduates for 2007-2008 academic year,
upon the proposal of the Advisor to the Presidétihe® Republic of Armenia,
Publication of a new Kurdish “Zagros” periodicahged in 2007.



40. A new advisory body - the Public Council was setupon the Decree of the President of

4].

42.

43.

44.

45.

the Republic of Armenia on 13 June 2008. The Pubdtiancil is a depoliticized body which
functions based on the principle of voluntary ma#pttion of citizens of the Republic of
Armenia, representatives of non-governmental aatoos and of Diaspora. The Public
Council contributes to the development of the denato system, to ensuring fundamental
rights and freedoms of a human being and a citipegventing the establishment of an
atmosphere of intolerance in the public, sustamala@velopment and strengthening of the
civil society, establishment of mutual confiden&een state institutions and citizens and
other public associations (civilian institutionsjprmation of dialogue and reliable
relationship of partnership between the public tredauthorities, to the increase in the level
of their involvement in state administration, aslives to the implementation of public
monitoring.

For the purpose of identifying and discussing mssues pertaining to the protection of the
rights of national minorities and to resolving theioblems, a special Committee was set up
within the Public Council which includes represéintzs of all national minorities.

« increase efforts to ensure the availability of sight and qualified teachers and
textbooks for education in minority languages, takeasures to establish pre-
school education, especially in areas where persbaknging to national
minorities live in substantial numbers, take mogsalute action to reduce drop-
out rates affecting in particular students belorggio some national minorities

In the Order of the Minister of Education and Scemf the Republic of Armenia of 26
January 2007 on “Approving the exemplary staff, l&nsity of groups, and normatives for
state and community pre-school educational estabksits of the Republic of Armenia,” a
separate provision in the Annex on the density lufdoen groups is provided for the
possibility to operate groups with children of opa@l minorities with incomplete
composition, which will foster the involvement dfese children in pre-school educational
establishments. Thus, for example, if the numberhdfiren in kindergarten groups of pre-
school establishments is envisaged 25-30, the bperaf groups with children of national
minorities is allowed with 8-10 children available.

Pre-school educational establishments or groupetitements of the Republic of Armenia
with national minority population are as follows:
one kindergarten in Artashat, where Russian ishtadgr Russian children of the military
garrison of Ararat Marz,
two kindergartens in the town of Gyumri of Shirakaid, where Russian is taught, for
Russian children of the military garrison.

In the Verin Dvin school (Ararat Marz), there alasses where lessons are conducted in
Assyrian, there is no Assyrian kindergarten; howewbe Assyrian Community has
presently initiated the repair of the dilapidatadlding of the kindergarten for the purpose
of making it an educational and cultural centrdwtiite involvement of pre-school groups.

One pre-school group used to operate with the sw@ftuPirea” LLC in Kentron District in
Yerevan (the director is Greek by nationality); lewer, currently, due to lack of demand,
an Armenian group operates. Various educationalcattdral events are organized for the
Greek community in the kindergarten.



46. The director of Gyumri kindergarten No.18 is YeZuyi nationality, and the director of the
kindergarten No.6 of Kentron District in YerevanRsssian by nationality. The directors of
kindergartens under the authority of military geons are also Russians by nationality.

* continue to provide opportunities for persons bgiag to national minorities to
opt for Russian language education;

47. Russian language general education schools in¢peal#ic of Armenia by marzes:

Location School

Yerevan 7
8
29
35
55
69
62
77
85
109
122
124
132
164
147
176

Kotayk Marz Hrazdan School No. 10
Abovyan School No. 4
Nor Hachn School No. 2

Arzni village school

Charentsavan School No. 3

Gegharkunik Marz Sevan School No. 3

Shirak Marz Gyumri School No. 2
Gyumri School No. 7
Gyumri School No. 23

Lori Marz Vanadzor School No. 4
Vanadzor School No. 11
Tashir School No. 1
Fioletovo School
Lermontovo School

Armavir Marz Armavir School No. 5
Vagharshapat School No. 5
Tavush Marz Dilijan School No. 2
llevan School No. 5
Ararat Marz Artashat School No. 4

Verin Dvin village school
Dimitrov village school

48. In the Republic of Armenia, there are also six sthander the garrison of the Army of the
Russian Federation, two of which are in Yerevae, rist - in Artashat, Meghri, Armavir,
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49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

and Gyumri. One out of 1410 secondary schools @ Republic is a Russian language
school, whereas in 39 schools, two of which aregbe, lessons are conducted in Russian in
grades 1 to 11 (in some schools certain grade®marged). 16 out of 37 schools are in
Yerevan, and the rest are in marzes. Currently, viwate schools operate in Yerevan -
“Slavyanskaya” (Russian language school), and “Mash (it has classes where lessons are
conducted in Russian).

The number of students studying in these classabast 10 thousand: their parents have
Russian citizenship or are Russian by nationaBtydents of national minorities and those
that have returned from Russia, also study in theses where lessons are conducted in
Russian, being admitted to those classes.

Cooperation in the field of education and sciene®vben the Government of the Republic
of Armenia and the Government of the Russian Féidaras mainly implemented within
the framework of the “Agreement on Cooperation hie Fields of Culture, Science and
Education between the Government of the Republi&rofenia and the Government of the
Russian Federation” (November 1995). Based on #ieé Agreement, the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Armeniathe partner in the process of
implementation of education and scientific programits the Russian Federation.

The Russian language schools (classes) use thmtdkst recommended by the Ministry of
Education of the Russian Federation, as well asuihgcula recommended and approved by
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Repubi Armenia.

Since 2006, each year a number of activities wele im Russian educational and scientific
establishments within the context of the Armeniaaryin Russia, with the participation of
Armenia and Russian scientists, as well as renovpesgle in the field of education and
science.

In all Armenian general education schools of thepuddic, the Russian language and
literature are taught from grades 2 to 11, andtéaehing is conducted with textbooks
created in Armenia taking into account the pecities of teaching Russian in national
schools.

Upon the Decision of the Government of the Reputilidrmenia adopted in 1999, schools
with advanced teaching in Russian were opened r{@0tal), where the subject is taught
from the f' grade. Special textbooks and methodological guides been published for
these schools.

The National Institute of Education under the Minjisof Education and Science of the
Republic of Armenia and the Russian Language Deweémt Centre of the Republic of

Armenia regularly conduct training courses and samconsultations for Russian language
teachers. Such courses are organized also in tesidRgArmenian (Slavonic) University.

Every year several groups of teachers undergarigin Moscow.

Some schools in Armenia are named after Russiamash writers and poets: A. Sakharov,
V. Mayakovski, A. Blok, A. Chekhov, V. Belinski, [Tolstoy, and others. For a number of
years schools after A. Pushkin (in Gyumri, Vanad&tepanavan, and Yerevan) participate
in conferences of schools of CIS and Baltic coestri

The list of subjects of school Olympiads held artiyua the Republic includes Russian as
well (school, district, town, regional, and repghl rounds). Competitions and festivals are
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

organized. Armenian students participate in theade Olympiad of the Russian language,
and there are already three winners from Yerevapal, and Sisian.

Every year students attend summer education camipe iRussian Federation (international
camp “Moscovia”). Participation of officials of theglucation sector, as well as of principals
and teachers of schools in seminar-conferences inedoscow has already become a
tradition. 21 Russian teachers from the Republidwhenia have become Pushkin Prize
winners in the period 2004-2009. Every year teaghamd methodological literature is

imported into Armenia from the Russian Federatisnhamanitarian assistance. “Russian
Language in Armenia” journal is being publishedhe Republic of Armenia for already 10

years and is provided to all schools free of charge

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Remubf Armenia, jointly with various
educational organizations and non-governmentalnozgdons of the Russian Federation,
carries out educational programs and projects;oititridoutes to the dissemination and
development of the Russian language, as well dsetancrease of its role, as a means of
international communication.

* undertake more systematic monitoring of inciderftsliscrimination based on
ethnic origin, with the involvement of the HumagHRs Ombudsperson’s Office;

On 21 October 2003, the Law of the Republic of Anrae‘On Human Rights Defender”
was adopted, upon which, on 19 February 2004, Msisa Alaverdyan — a human rights
advocate, member of the Human Rights Committeenatjio the President of the Republic
of Armenia, and the President of “Against Legal fdriness” non-governmental
organization - was appointed, upon the Decree @fttesident of the Republic of Armenia,
as Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armearal assumed her duties on 1 March
2004. The transitional provision of the Law provdddat the powers of the first Defender
terminate on the 30th day following the entry irfrce of the amendments to the
Constitution. Following the amendments to the Cituigdn of the Republic of Armenia in
2005, in accordance with Article 83.1 of the ameh@®nstitution, on 17 February 2006
Mr. Armen Harutyunyan was elected as Human Riglgtebder by the National Assembly
for a term of six years.

During the first quarter of each year, the Defertd@msmits a report on its activities and on
violations of human rights and fundamental freedamtbe previous year to the President of
the Republic of Armenia and to the executive, lkegiige and judicial authorities; during the

spring session of the National Assembly, the re®rpresented at the meeting of the
National Assembly. Partner relationship is estalelds between the heads of the
communities of national minorities and the Defergl€ffice. The Defender and its staff

participate in all activities of the national mirtgrcommunities.

See also paragraphs 80-86 of the Report.

» ensure that any forthcoming law on national minestis fully in line with the
provisions of the Framework Convention.

As to full compliance of any law on national minm$ with the provisions of the
Framework Convention, it should be noted that Aet® of the Constitution of the Republic
of Armenia and Article 5 of the Law of the RepuldicArmenia “On International Treaties”
ensure the prevalence and direct application efiational treaties; pursuant to Articles 12-

12



20 of the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On Ledsdts,” decisions of authorities of the
Republic of Armenia shall not contradict the inefanal treaties ratified by the Republic of
Armenia, and Article 21 stipulates that "Laws arntieo legal acts of the Republic of
Armenia shall be in line with the general norms pridciples of international law.”

(b) Measures Aimed at Implementation of the Framewdonvention, Article-by-Article

64.

65.

66.

67.

Article 1

The protection of national minorities and of thghis and freedoms of persons
belonging to those minorities forms an integral tpaf the international
protection of human rights, and as such falls wittiie scope of international co-
operation.

The Republic of Armenia is actively cooperatinghwihe Council of Europe bodies dealing
with minority issues and carrying out monitoringg. iCommittee of Experts on Issues relating
to the Protection of National Minorities (DH-MINBdvisory Committee on the Framework

Convention for the Protection of National MinorgjeEuropean Commission Against Racism
and Intolerance (ECRI); Committee of Experts of theropean Charter for Regional or

Minority Languages.

The authorities of the Republic of Armenia als@éltt high importance to the fight, at both
national and international level, against any farhracial discrimination. During the World
Conference against Racidmld in 2001 in Durbgmrmenia was elected as Vice-Chair of the
Conference, and was actively participating in itwrkings Subsequently, starting from 2007,
i.e. the beginning of preparatory activities foe thurban Review Conference held in Geneva
from 20-24 April 2009, Armenia actively participdtéen that process being elected as Vice-
Chair of the Preparatory Committee and chairingeladoration of the first draft of the final
document of the conference. The principles of tlweb@n Declaration and Action Plan make
the basis for the activities of State authoritiethe Republic of Armenia dealing with the fight
against racial discrimination. At the national levkey are taken into account in implementing
both legal reforms and practical measures.

Article 2

The provisions of this framework Convention shallapplied in good faith, in a
spirit of understanding and tolerance and in confdy with the principles of
good neighborliness, friendly relations and co-@giem between States.

During the reporting period, Armenia implementedeesive measures to bring the human
rights protection mechanisms in line with interoatil standards; dozens of international
human rights treaties were ratified, and the lagjsh of the Republic of Armenia underwent
reforms.

The amendments to the Constitution of the RepubficArmenia were adopted on 27
November 2005 through a referendum. Article 3 ef @onstitution proclaims that the human
being, his/her dignity, and fundamental rights drebdoms are ultimate values. The State
ensures the protection of fundamental rights am@édoms of a person and a citizen in
conformity with the principles and norms of intetinaal law. The state is guided by
fundamental rights and freedoms of a person anitizzerc as directly applicable rights. The
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68.

69.

70.

71.

right to freedom is closely linked with immunityei with security and freedom of a person
guaranteed by the state, which excludes any eromoat on the person, his/her honor, and
dignity. Therefore, pursuant to Article 14 of ther@titution, “dignity of a person shall be

respected and protected by the State as an inieoffundation of human rights and

freedoms.” The amendments to the Constitution ef Republic of Armenia are aimed at

protection of the right of a person to choose aresgrve his/her national and ethnic identity
(Article 41), the right to freedom of thought, coience and belief (Article 26), as well as

religious rights (Article 8).

The State ensures the protection of human righddraedoms through the legislative body, by
establishing a national legal system. It shoulchbted that the amended Constitution of the
Republic of Armenia also adopted the approach k#ctlincorporation of international treaty

provisions into the national legislation. Thus, suant to the constitutional provision,

international treaties ratified by the Republic Asfmenia are an integral part of the legal
system of the Republic of Armenia and prevail aver national laws. That is why according

to the relevant provision of Article 6 of the Cansion, in case of a conflict between the

norms prescribed in international treaties and ahafsnational laws, the norms of the treaty
shall apply.

Article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic ofrAenia proclaims that everyone has the
right to preserve his or her national and ethnienidy. Persons belonging to national
minorities have the right to preserve and develggirttraditions, religion, language, and
culture.

Article 3

1. Every person belonging to a national minority shialve the right to
freely choose to be treated or not to be treated sash and no
disadvantage shall result from this choice or froine exercise of the
rights which are connected to that choice.

2. Persons belonging to national minorities may exacthe rights and
enjoy the freedoms flowing from the principles eimgd in the present
framework Convention individually as well as in ecounity with others.

Article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic ofrAenia stipulates that "Everyone shall have
the right to preserve his or her national and etidentity”. In Armenia, any person belonging
to a national minority freely chooses to be treatedhot to be treated as such. Intolerance
between Kurdish and Yezidi ethnic communities gidisists in Armenia. For more details see
the second Report. The problem concerning the Khbrdnd Yezidi textbooks mentioned in
the second Report has been resolved. To overcomesitbation, textbooks in Yezidi have
been published for the Yezidi community, and in dsin - for the Kurdish community.

According to the Decision of the Government of Republic of Armenia “On Approving the
Passport System Regulations of the Republic of Arenand the Description of the Passport
of the Republic of Armenia Citizens,” an entry aational origin may, upon the request of the
citizen of the Republic of Armenia, be made in lmes/ passport by the Passport and Visa
Department of the Police of the Republic of Armearaits territorial subdivisions, or - in
foreign countries - by diplomatic missions or cdaswoffices of the Republic of Armenia.
Persons belonging to national minorities often db exercise their right due to insufficient
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72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

awareness and use thereof, and this makes it inbp@ge collect complete information on
national minorities.

Article 4

1. The Parties undertake to guarantee to persons belgnto national
minorities the right of equality before the law amidequal protection of the
law. In this respect, any discrimination based @hohging to a national
minority shall be prohibited.

2. The Parties undertake to adopt, where necessarggute measures in
order to promote, in all areas of economic, socgdlitical and cultural
life, full and effective equality between persomfoibging to a national
minority and those belonging to the majority. Iisttespect, they shall take
due account of the specific conditions of the pesdwelonging to national
minorities.

3. The measures adopted in accordance with paragrapkha@l not be
considered to be an act of discrimination.

Article 14.1 adopted through amendments to the @atisn in 2005 proclaims that
everyone is equal before the law. Discriminationtlo® ground of sex, race, color, ethnic or
social origin, genetic features, language, religioieology, political or any other opinion,
belonging to a national minority, property stathsth, disability, age, or other personal or
social circumstances, is prohibited.

As a result of adoption in 2007 of the Law of thepRblic of Armenia “On Making
Amendments and Supplements to the Criminal Proee@ade of the Republic of Armenia”
by the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenfaticle 8 of the Criminal Procedure
Code of the Republic of Armenia prescribes thatcriisination concerning the rights,
freedoms and responsibilities on the ground of ,raoéor, ethnic or social origin, genetic
features, language, religion, ideology, belongm@ hational minority, or birth, is prohibited.

The Code of the Republic of Armenia “On Adminisivat Offences” provides for
examination of a case on administrative offencesomtng the principle of equality of
citizens. Particularly, according to Article 248:Xamination of cases on administrative
offences shall be carried out according to theggple of equality of all citizens before the
law and the authority conducting the examinatiorthe&f case, irrespective of their origin,
social and property status, belonging to a racaabion, sex, education, language, attitude
towards religion, type and nature of occupatioacplof residence, and other circumstances”.

Article 3 of the Law of the Republic of Armenia “Cthe Nationality of the Republic of
Armenia” prescribes that nationals of the RepulblicArmenia are equal before the law,
regardless of the grounds for acquiring the natiynaf the Republic of Armenia, national
origin, race, sex, language, belief, political oryather opinion, social origin, property or
other status, and enjoy all the rights, freedonts lzgar the responsibilities prescribed by the
Constitution and by laws.

Article 8 of the Law of the Republic of Armenia “Qine Penitentiary Service” also lays down
that everyone is equal before the law and is egualbtected by the law without any
discrimination.

The Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia prdses that direct or indirect violation of
rights and freedoms of a person and citizen in eotion with person’s national origin, race,
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78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

sex, language, belief, political or any other opmisocial origin, property or any other status,
which has impaired the legitimate interests of therson, is punishable by fine or
imprisonment.

During the reporting period, no crimes on grountisational discrimination were registered
in the Republic of Armenia.

In the period extending from 2004-2009, 24 appilcatomplaints have been addressed to the
Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia Hepresentatives of 11 national
minorities residing in the Republic of Armenia.

The issues put forward in the application-compkneceived related to:

- Difficulties faced in acquiring the nationality tife Republic of Armenia;

- Accommodation issues, particularly difficulties negistering with competent
authorities to obtain an apartment;

- Difficult social conditions;

- Difficulties faced in social services sector, pautarly complexities faced with
regard to being included in the family benefit solee and in receiving pension;

- Groundlessness of judicial acts rendered by judaihorities of the Republic of
Armenia,

- Cases of disagreement by prisoners with the jud¢gremtered against them.

The examination of the above-mentioned applicatglnsns that the violations of their rights
were of general nature and had no connection il belonging to a national minority; their
complaints covered such issues as are generallgredvin application-complaints of the
population.

These complaints were processed in accordance téhlegislation of the Republic of
Armenia, and, based on the nature of the case nmtethe Defender adopted decisions in
accordance with the Law of the Republic of Armef@n Human Rights Defender”. The
outcomes were different: issues put forward in seomaplaints were resolved positively, and
the rights of persons lodging the complaints weliestated. The allegations on violation of
rights made in some complaints simply were not icoved; thus the Defender adopted
decisions on the absence of a human rights vialatio

Meanwhile, it should be mentioned that the repriedemes of national minorities, particularly
of the Yezidi community, filed two complaints onsdiimination against them. Thus, they
complained that the graves of their ancestors wlesecrated as a result of construction in
those areas. The Defender accepted the complaiobfsideration, and it is still in the process
of examination.

The representatives of the Yezidi community filewther complaint alleging that during the
privatization of lands in 1991 no Yezidi family e#eed land; Yezidis are not involved in the
local self-government body of the village; the Aman district of the village is provided with
gas supply and was asphalted, whereas the hou¥exidiis are not provided with gas supply,
and the streets adjacent to their houses are in @gmudition; etc. The Defender requested
thorough explanations from the head of the relevammunity with regard to the issues
raised in this complaint, who gave detailed cleafions on each issue raised in the complaint.
The investigation into the complaint was terminadedthe ground of absence of any violation
of human rights.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

It is also worth mentioning that the Human Righefdhder’s Office, under the sponsorship of
the UN, conducted a brief study on the status pfesentatives of national minorities in
Armenia and on their problems. The findings of #tady will soon be presented to the
National Assembly and other competent authorities.

Article 5

1. The Parties undertake to promote the conditionsess&ary for persons
belonging to national minorities to maintain andvdl®p their culture, and
to preserve the essential elements of their identiamely their religion,
language, traditions and cultural heritage.

2. Without prejudice to measures taken in pursuancethefr general
integration policy, the Parties shall refrain fropolicies or practices aimed
at assimilation of persons belonging to nationahonities against their will
and shall protect these persons from any actiorediat such assimilation.

Continuous contribution to the preservation, digsaton and development of the cultural
heritage and culture of national minorities is afehe priorities of the cultural policy. The
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia clldg cooperates with the associations and
non-governmental organizations of national minesitand assists in arrangement of concerts,
exhibitions and other cultural events. The MinistdyCulture of the Republic of Armenia
regularly holds meetings and consultations with tepresentatives of the associations of
national minorities where plans for joint activetjassues of national minorities in the field of
culture, and proposals on improvement of the reieMagal framework are discussed.
Protocols are drawn up following the discussionsg anstructions are given to relevant
departments.

Representatives of national minorities may subtéirt proposals relating to the field of
culture also through the website of the Ministrywfmmincult.an), where information on
various cultural events as well as on changesdnedal framework is posted regularly.

For the purpose of preserving and supporting theireuof national minorities, paragraph “9.
Cooperation with the national minorities residing the territory of Armenia” of Section
“4.4.4. Culture” of the 2008-2012 Action Plan ottfbovernment of the Republic of Armenia
provides for measures aimed at preserving the rallidentity of national minorities and
involving them in the cultural sector of Armeniadbgh publication of non-state media and
literature in the languages of national minoritiesganization of festivals, restoration of
monuments of religious and ethnic communities, sumgporting the development of modern
art.

The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armerhas developed a number of strategic plans
of utmost importance within the framework of star@grams of special significance to the
Republic of Armenia. Those include the Decisiontleé Government of the Republic of
Armenia “On Approving the fields of activities dig Ministry of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia aimed at ensuring the National Securitat®gy of the Republic of Armenia” which
was elaborated based on the provisions of the Nati8ecurity Strategy (approved by the
Decree of the President of the Republic of Armemia7 February 2007), and 2008-2012
Action Plan of the Government of the Republic ofm&nia (approved by the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia on 30 April 3)0Point 6 of the cultural activity plan
provided for by the provisions of the National S#guStrategy relates to the protection of
historical, spiritual, cultural values and ethrdemtity of the national minorities residing in the
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90.

91.

92.

93.

territory of the Republic of Armenia and providésit the policy of the Republic of Armenia
with regard to national minorities rests upon tHreedamental principles:
(a) Support the preservation of ethnic identity Hreldevelopment of ethnic culture,
(b) Prevent any form of ethnic discrimination,
(c) Promote full integration of non-Armenian pogdida into the Armenian society.

Pursuant to the Law of the Republic of Armenia “@r Fundamentals of the Cultural
Legislation,” the Republic of Armenia supports theeservation and development of the
cultural identity of national minorities residing its territory. With a view to supporting the
educational and cultural activity of national minies, funds available for all national
minorities are allocated in the state budget ofRkpublic of Armenia every year.

The annual and medium term expenditure frameworkhef Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Armenia envisages annual budgetarycatlons to support the cultural activities
of the national minorities of the Republic of Arneemvithin the framework of the sub-project
"Support to the Culture of National Minorities" ahe Project “State Support to
Implementation of Cultural Activities.” Particulgrlwithin the framework of the mentioned
sub-project, 700000 AMD was allocated in 2007, 8@ AMD - in 2008, and 2300000
AMD - in 2009.

The increase in budgetary allocations allowed mdy ¢o increase the number and to extend
the geography of participants in the events haditionally, but also to include new projects.

For already 3 years the Ministry of Culture of Republic of Armenia is organizing its annual

events (music festivals and picture exhibitiongoading to the principle of close cooperation
with the national minorities residing in marzes dras involved large number of community
creators without any age requirements. All plans acfivities are discussed with the

representatives of national minority organizatiohthe Republic of Armenia.

The following activities are regularly conductedyofor national minorities:

- Exhibitions of fine art and decorative applied @frthe national minorities of the Republic
of Armenia, involving creators from 11 communiti@he 7" exhibition was held in 2008
(500000 AMD was allocated from the state budgethef Republic of Armenia for its
organization);

- Music festival of the national minorities of thegiblic of Armenia, where representatives
from all the communities of national minorities fi@pate. National songs, dances, and
music are performed during the festival. The fedtiwas traditionally held in Yerevan;
however, in recent years it is organized in maraeshe Republic of Armenia, where
national minorities are mainly residing. The 20@8tival was held in the town of Akhtala
of Lori Marz of the Republic of Armenia (700000 AMWDas allocated from the state
budget of the Republic of Armenia for its organiaaj, for which the Minister of Culture
of the Republic of Armenia awarded a special pfize the music festival of the national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia for the bastv regional cultural project of 2008.”

- Since 2008 a new project “Organization of visits tte monuments of the national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia and film magf' is being implemented. The Project
is not only of popular-scientific nature, but alms at introducing the cultural heritage to
the public (600000 AMD was allocated from the statielget of the Republic of Armenia
for its organization). For the implementation ot thbove-mentioned projects 2300000
AMD is allocated in the state budget in 2009, coragdo 1800000 AMD in 2008.

- The publication of literature of national minorgies one of the projects that commenced in
2008. Particularly, "Literary Almanac of Writers dfational Minorities” was published,
which covers the creators of national minorities, Which 950000 AMD was allocated
from the state budget of the Republic of Armeni2@®8. 540000 AMD is allocated for
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the publication of literature of national minorgien 2009 (decrease in the allocated amount
is conditioned with the economic situation of tloeiatry).

- A film “Assyrians in Armenia” is to be shot in 202000000 AMD is envisaged to be

allocated from the state budget).

94. A number of activities have been organized by tBeuncil of Nationalities of the Republic of
Armenia” non-governmental organization. Childrennational minorities also participated in

95.

96.

the competition of storytelling in their native tarages and were awarded with certificates of

authenticity of medals. The Child Protection Dayswalebrated in the A. Babajanyan Concert
Hall in 2008, where children of national minoritidemonstrated their art, song and dance.
“Council of Nationalities of the Republic of Armexiinon-governmental organization also
organized the presentation of the book entitl€dalis0y ceirpamu gsaxasr” [The wedding
was celebrated twice] by Amarike Sardar, Presidétiie “Council of Kurdish Intelligentsia”
non-governmental organization, which was publisine2D05.

About 450 books in Greek, 686 books in Kurdish #malisands of books in Russian are kept
and used in the languages of national minoritiehéNational Library of Armenia. There is
also a large number of literature in these langsiag®ther libraries of the Republic; books in
Russian are available in school libraries as Weikre is also a significant number of books in
the aforementioned as well as in other minoritygleages (including in languages of national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia: Georgian,rllikian, Belarusian, German, and Polish)
in the libraries of the National Academy of Scienad the Republic of Armenia and of
relevant scientific research institutions.

In 2008, literature in the languages of nationahanities was also published within the
framework of the “Government-Sponsored LiteratuRebgram. The tables below show the
list of the published literature:

Literature of National Minorities (2008)

Volume Edition Unit Price | Amount
(press sheet) (copy) (Armenian | (Armenian
Dram) Dram)
1. | Amarike “Our Village”, stories 7 500 1000 500000
Sardar (in Kurdish)
5 Shamoyan | Selection of Works 10 500 900 450000
Smo
Total 17 1000 950000
Literature of National Minorities (2009)
Volume Edition Unit Price | Amount
(press sheet) (copy) (Armenian | (Armenian
Dram) Dram)
Ahmade Khani | “Mem and Zin” 10 300 1000 300000
(translation
1. | from Kurdish
by Ch. Rash
Mstoyan)
2. | Samand Sima Stories in Kurdish 8 300 8000 2400
Total 18 600 540000

00
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97. For the purpose of ensuring the recognition ofdnisal and modern monuments of national
minorities, since 2008 the Ministry of Culture hasdertaken a new project - production of
series of films. A 34-minute film entitled “Our sprand our monuments” featuring the
monuments of Aragatsotn and Lori- Northern parAahenia, is already ready and Akhtala
music festival is also presented there.

98. Currently, one of the significant issues of thewnal policy is also the involvement of creators
and groups of national minorities in the culturelivdties. Particularly, to activate the cultural
life in the regions and encourage the creative ggpuhe Ministry always invites relevant
groups of national minorities (Russian “Garmosh@&upe) to participate in national events
(republican festival of puppet theatres), encousagem, and ensures mass media coverage of
their work.

99. 11 newspapers (nine of them are published withstate support), and 4 monthlies (three of
them with the state support) are published in #mgliages of national minorities in Armenia
from 2008-2009. The table below shows informationtioe state aid allocated for the press
published in the languages of national minoritie2009 (AMD 9627100 was allocated in
2008):

: : . . Total AMD
Press published in the languages of national ntieer{2009) 12168000
Newspapers
“National Union of Yezidis” NGO “Yezdikhana” [Voicef
Yezidis] 1000000
“National Committee of Yezidis” NGO “Lalish” 100000
“Ria Taza” [New Way] newspaper Editorial Ria Taza” [New Way]
Office” LLC 1000000
“Golos” LLC “Golos Armenii” 500000
“Ukraine” Federation of Ukrainians of “Dnipro-Slavutich”
Armenid NGO 2668000
“Kurdish National Council of Armenia” NGO “Zagros” 1000000
Jewish Community of Armenia “Magen David” 500000
“Iberia” Georgian Charitable Community” NGO  “Iberia”
500000
“Novoye Vremya” daily Editorial Office" LLC “Novoyéd/remya”
500000
Journals
“Armenian Society of Cultural Connections” “Palitra”
NGO 500000
“Patrida” NGO “Byzantine Heritage” 500000
“Litera” LLC “Literaturnaya Armenia” 2500000

100. With the financial support of the Ministry of Cuteuof the Republic of Armenia, fine arts
and decorative applied arts exhibitions and musstiVals are traditionally held in Yerevan
and the marzes with the participation of all thenowunities of national minorities. All the
historical and architectural, cultural, and religgostructures located within the territory of the
Republic of Armenia are under state protection respective of their ethnic or religious

20



belonging. The state pays special attention to dinéural and creative life of individual
national communities.

101. The heads of non-governmental organizations obnatiminorities raised the issue of the
status of the cultural centre of national minostiecated at 22 Saryan street in Yerevan, as to
whether to place it under the competence of theidiin of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia or grant it with a status of an independmmitre. As per discussions with the Ministry
of Culture, it was proposed to transform it intstate non-commercial organization under the
Ministry. The process is currently halted, dueh® ¢conomic crisis.

102. Representatives of national minority organizatiprgposed to establish cultural centres of
national minorities in the marzes inhabited by safitsal number of persons belonging to a
national minority, similar to those in Yerevan. Thknistry of Territorial Administration of
the Republic of Armenia has referred the issuéd¢éonmarzpetarans. The issue will be discussed
locally with the heads of relevant communities agptesentatives of national minorities.

103. The grant of 10 million AMD provided by the Goverant of the Republic of Armenia to
the national minorities of the Republic of Armenighich is distributed among the non-
governmental organizations of national minoritissmanaged by the chairpersons of those
organizations. These funds are mainly used for hbkdays and events of community
importance for national minorities, as well as tmrtain necessary expenses (purchase of
national clothing, rental of premises for the egemptrizes, etc.). Besides the 10 million AMD
grant envisaged by the State Budget, the non-gowemtal organizations receive grants by
submitting their own project proposals as well. Hue purpose of meeting their educational
and cultural needs, the non-governmental orgaoizatof national minorities — apart from the
support from the Government of the Republic of Anmae- also make use of other sources,
such as embassies, international funds, etc.

104. The fact that the representatives of national nitiesr mostly reside in the marzes of the
Republic of Armenia is taken into account in thgioeal cultural development programs.
Each marz is treated with differentiated approaabted on the peculiarities and problems of
national minorities residing in the given marz. Reggntatives of unions of national minorities
are involved in the elaboration of the above-memdw programs. A state program on the
rehabilitation of cultural centers functioning ihet marzes of the Republic of Armenia is
envisaged, which will also contribute to the adima of the cultural life and involvement of
the society in cultural activities.

105. Actually, cultural life in rural communities is gerally not so active. Cultural events in the
communities are financed from rural community budgevhich - compared to the whole
country - totals to a modest amount. These fundsianally insufficient, culture centers are in
a very poor condition; very few villages have s@mgl dance bands or musical instruments.
Schools have assumed the role of cultural centéithin school events, the culture of national
minorities is presented as well. Representativesnational minorities of communities
celebrate all their traditional holidays and ritiapontaneously. It should be noted that the
state of the cultural life in the villages is typi¢hroughout the Republic of Armenia. Although
rural cultural centers are funded and reconstrutedugh various programs, there is still
much to be done. The 2008-2012 Program of the @ovent of the Republic of Armenia
envisages solutions to this problem; however, tbenemic crisis has already shifted the
deadlines.
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106. Armenia is involved in the “All are Different, Akre Equal" campaign of the Council of
Europe, local initiatives conducted in this framekvpay special attention to the promotion of
religious and cultural tolerance.

107. As mentioned above, upon the Decision of the Gowent of the Republic of Armenia of
2004, an area in the centre of Yerevan was alldcatenational minorities for establishing a
cultural center, which was opened in 2007.

108. A series of TV programs covering the fairy-talesl amythology (legends) of ethnic groups
living in Armenia and of a number of religious conmmities were developed through
cooperation of the editorial office of children’sograms of Shoghakat TV channel and the
Department for Ethnic Minorities and Religious Affaof the Government of the Republic of
Armenia.

109. Under the auspices of the Foreign Ministry of thep&blic of Armenia and the OSCE
Office in Yerevan, a solo concert dedicated towloeks of Willy Weiner, a Jewish composer
in Armenia, was held designated to “Culture of Tahee,” and a DVD containing the works
performed at the solo concert, as well as otheksvof Willy Weiner was released.

110. In 2006, with the efforts of the Jewish communithe support of the Yerevan
Municipality, and the financial assistance of thenkapetakan [Republican] Party a monument
dedicated to the Holocaust and the Armenian Gepows@s erected in the centre of Yerevan,
the capital of the Republic of Armenia.

111.  In 2007, the Government of the Republic of Armeall@cated 12 million AMD for the
refurbishment of the Jewish cemetery-monument eflth-17th centuries situated in Vayots
Dzor marz of the Republic of Armenia, which wereangbeted in the autumn of 2008. A
ceremony marking the refurbishment of the cemetamgl an international conference
dedicated thereto was held in May 2009. The evwtthiosted high-ranking guests from Israel
was organized by the Primate of the Syunik Dioa&sine Armenian Apostolic Church with
the support of the Ministry of Culture of the Repalof Armenia; the Primate was the first to
discover the cemetery and take it under his pagrena

112. The Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia aweddMs. Rima Varzhapetyan,
Chairperson of the Jewish Community of Armenia NG@th the Prime Minister's
commemorative medal for developing and strengtlgetiia Armenian-Jewish relations.

113. In 2007, the Office of the President of the Republi Armenia rendered financial support
to the Assyrian, Yezidi, and Kurdish communitiesptovide the members of their song and
dance groups with national costumes.

114. In 2007, under state funding a sound recordingigtatl Assyrian songs was launched at
the Cultural Center of national minorities.

115. In 2005, as part of the process of returning religi structures nationalized during the
Soviet era to the relevant religious communitiets,Mariam (Astvatsatsin) Church of Arzni
village of Kotayk marz and St. Tovmas Church of iWddvin village of Ararat marz of the
Republic of Armenia were returned to the Assyriafigious community. In Yerevan, St.
Tiramayr Church of the Russian Orthodox Church wetsirned to the Russian religious
community.
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116. Considering the request of the Assyrian communityArmenia to erect a monument
dedicated to the memory of the innocent victimghef Armenian and Assyrian people in 1915,
a 16 sg-meter area in the Oghakadzev Park (territmijacent to the intersection of
Nalbandyan and Moskovyan streets) was allocatdétarcentral part of Yerevan for erecting
the monument, upon the Decision of the Mayor ofe¥an on 12 November 2008. The work
on erecting the monument is in its planning stage.

117. In the reporting period, national minorities reglylacelebrate holidays and hold events of
community importance with the support of the Goweent of the Republic of Armenia, which
are referred to in Annex 3. Apart from the mentmeeents, the Government of the Republic
of Armenia encourages and creates favorable conditior national minorities to enrich their
cultural life through other various events, partvdfich tend to become customary. Such
events include:

- Exhibition of works of artists of the Assyrian comnity in Armenia organized at the
Narekatsi Art Institute’s Gallery in December 20@8,the opening ceremony of which
“Assyrians in the Eastern Armenia” film was scregne

- Folklore works of G. Gyurdjiyev at the Chamber Musklall after Komitas performed for
the first time by the folk instrumental ensemblevithin the framework of “Culture of
National Minorities” project in November 2008.

- Publication of Cyns6a — poccuiickuit Hemenr” [Destiny of the Russian German] (2008) and
“Hemenkue crpanunbl uctopun Poccnn u 3akaBkasum” [German Pages of Russian and
Transcaucasus History] (2009) books upon the tiigaof the German community and
through state funding.

- Third festival of "Children School Performancesthe Russian language” held at the
“House of Moscow” culture and business centre oardd 19 April 2009.

118. A step aimed at encouraging multiculturalism in teeintry and promoting the identity of
national minorities is the youth festival named pP&ainbow of Armenia’s National
Minorities,” which was held at the Aram Khachatryisliusic Hall in February 2009. All the
representatives of national minorities of the Rdjpubf Armenia participated in the youth
festival of “Pop Rainbow of Armenia’s National Mintbes.” The festival was financed by the
Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs of the Republiaf Armenia and the “Center for
Organizing Youth Events” state non-commercial orgation, and organized with the support
of the Government of the Republic of Armenia anel Ministry of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia.

Article 6

1. The Parties shall encourage a spirit of tolerancel antercultural dialogue
and take effective measures to promote mutual cespel understanding
and co-operation among all persons living on theiritory, irrespective of
those persons' ethnic, cultural, linguistic or gatius identity, in particular
in the fields of education, culture and the media.

2. The Parties undertake to take appropriate meastarggotect persons who
may be subject to threats or acts of discrimingtiuwstility or violence as a
result of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic or rigious identity.

119. In June 2007, the All-Armenian Catholicos Karekirrdceived at the Mother See Holy

Etchmiadzin the members of the Coordination CounailNational Minorities. During the
meeting, the All-Armenian Catholicos urged the ol minorities to preserve their national
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identity and contribute their utmost to the welldge of Armenia, as loyal citizens of the
Republic of Armenia.

120. On 17 December 2008, a presentation of small fiiDigiTale), developed within the
framework of “Imagine Your Future” project, was theht the Narekatsi Art Gallery of
Yerevan. The small films were made by the repredimets of ethnic groups living in Armenia
and were dedicated to issues of concern and inteyehem, their problems, thoughts, and
even certain items. “Imagine Your Future” is parthee British Council’'s “Living Together”
project, the aim of which is to enable represewstiof ethnic groups that are participants of
the project to express themselves freely and rasees relating to them and their ethnic
community. Stories elaborated by the representative ethnic groups will be posted on
different websites, broadcast via TV channels ailtth& open for public discussion during
various events. The staff of the Department fomitiMinorities and Religious Affairs of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia supporteddkeEmbassy in organizing the works.

121.  Upon the initiative of the OSCE Office in Yerevandathe World Independent Youth
Union NGO, with the support of the Department ftinritc Minorities and Religious Affairs of
the Government of the Republic of Armenia, a onekvieaining course was held in Lusakert
on 29 July 2008, aimed at empowerment and developmieleadership skills among the
youth of national minorities of Armenia. This traig course is part of the tolerance project,
developed jointly by the OSCE Office and the Deparit.

122.  On 20 March 2009, by the efforts of the Jewish camity and the support of Yerevan
Municipality, a "Friendship Alley" was opened inetidaghtanak [Victory] Park (the largest
park in the city) situated on the Freedom Avenu&'@fevan, dedicated the 60th anniversary
of the State of Israel.

123. Every year since 2004, and this year as well, tgani& Diocese of the Armenian
Apostolic Church invites non-governmental organa of national minorities to organize
leisure time of the children of national minoritieggether with the Armenian children in its
camps, during the school summer vocation and cagrggasons. The leisure time of children
is organized by both the Armenian group leaders rapdesentatives of national minorities.
Since 2009, the Department for Ethnic Minoritied &eligious Affairs under the Government
of the Republic of Armenia is also engaged in ttganizational works of the said events.

124. For the purpose of developing mutual cooperatiahdialogue with the national minorities
residing in the Republic of Armenia, the Ministry $port and Youth Affairs of the Republic
of Armenia has also organized the following events:

- in 2006 and 2008: “Youth: Reality, Perspectivegiulglican youth conference;
- in 2007 and 2008: “Dialogue of Cultures” intercu#tliyouth festival;

- in 2008: “Let us Learn more about Each Other” histd cognitive program;

- in 2009: “Pop Rainbow of Armenia’s National Minoes”.

125. The Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs of the Rdghe of Armenia has also assisted the
“Ilveria” community by supporting 15 youngsters wad received invitation to participate in
the “Patriotic Camp” event held in Thilisi, capit#fl Georgia, on 4-14 August 2008.

126. On 1 June 2008, the Children Protection Day, artiimithe framework of the October

festivities dedicated to Erebuni-Yerevan, gala estscwere organized with the participation
of national minorities.
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127.  With the support of Yerevan Municipality, the repeatatives of national minorities —
Russians, Yezidis, Assyrians, Ukrainians, Greeks, Georgians — exhibited their national-
cultural works at the Yerevan's History Museum @22 November 2007.

128. On the occasion of the New Year, representativazatbnal minorities were invited and
participated in the gala reception held at the Eligyl of Yerevan.

129. Structural divisions of the Staff of Yerevan Mupiality have carried out work to solve a
number of social issues of national minorities: visimn of support to socially vulnerable
families, registration of unregistered births ofildten, obtaining and restoring relevant
documents, etc.

130. It is henceforth planned to frequently cover the,lissues and problems of national
minorities of Yerevan ir¥erevan 7 Daysewspaper of Yerevan’s City Hall and via program
“The Capital” on Armnews TV channel.

Article 7

The Parties shall ensure respect for the right eérg person belonging to a
national minority to freedom of peaceful assembitgedom of association,
freedom of expression, and freedom of thought,coemse and religion.

131. Atrticles 26-29 of the Constitution of the RepulilicArmenia and relevant laws guarantee
the rights of a person and a citizen to freedonthofight, conscience and religion, beliefs,
freedom of peaceful assembly, freedom of assoaiaiml freedom of expression.

132. It is prescribed by Article 28 of the Constitutiohthe Republic of Armenia that everyone
shall have the right to form associations, inclgdihe right to form and join trade unions. At
the same time, it shall be mentioned that Articl§23 envisages a limitation to the above
freedoms, particularly stating: "The exercise ghts and freedoms with the purpose of violent
overthrow of the constitutional order, provocatioh national, racial, religious hatred,
propaganda of violence or warfare shall be proédjit

133. In the reporting period, national minority orgartiaas have submitted 10 notifications to
the City Hall of Yerevan about holding public evenivhich were taken notice of, and the
rallies and assemblies, as listed below, went drinaered:

- Kurdistan committee — Rally (march) starting frolne tbeginning of Mashtots Avenue to
Mashtots Avenue-Amiryan street-Abovyan street rand further to Teryan-Moscovyan
intersection; on 13 February 2004, at 12:00-15:00;

- Kurdistan committee — Assembly in the intersectidrSayat-Nova and Charents streets;
on 29 October 2004, at 12:00-14:00;

- Kurdistan committee — Rally along the route of Amgiin Square-Tumanyan street-
Abovyan street-Hanrapetutyun Square; on 15 Febr2@®%, at 13:00-15:00;

- Kurdistan committee — Rally along the route of Amgiin Square-Tumanyan street-
Abovyan street-Hanrapetutyun Square; on 9 Noverd0@5b, at 12:00-15:00;

- Kurdistan committee — Assembly near the CouncEwofope Office, Davit Anhaght street;
on 8 March 2006, 12:00-15:00;

- Kurdistan committee — Rally along the route of @tepShahumyan Square-Vazgen
Sargsyan street-UN Office; assembly near the UNc®&ffon 9 March 2007, at 13:00-
15:00;
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- Kurdish Council of Armenia — Rally along the rowteStepan Shahumyan Square to the
UN Office; on 21 August 2007;

- Kurdistan committee — Rally along the route of &tefhahumyan Square to the UN
office; on 15 November 2007, at 13:00-15:00;

- Kurdish Council of Armenia — Rally along the rowatethe area adjacent to the Opera and
Ballet Theatre-Northern Avenue-Hanrapetutyun Squarealong the route of the City
Hall-Shahumyan Square-Hanrapetutyun Square; onc28@r 2008, at 13:00-15:00;

- Kurdish Council of Armenia — Assembly at the ShalgamSquare; on 14 August 2009, at
13:00-14:00;

- “Harmonia” Russian cultural organization — Rallyddmted to the independence of the
Republic of Armenia, from Saryan statue to Hannajyeh Square-Arno Babadjanyan
music hall with participation of all communities o&tional minorities of Armenia; on 21
September 2009; at 12:00-13:00.

Article 8

The Parties undertake to recognize that every petselonging to a national
minority has the right to manifest his or her rehig or belief and to establish
religious institutions, organizations and asso@as.

134. The amended Constitution of the Republic of Armeoia2005 clearly lays down the
principle of non-interference in mutual matters dythorities and religious organizations. In
particular, Article 8.1 of the Constitution reatfEhe church shall be separate from the state in
the Republic of Armenia.” The Constitution envissagmutually beneficial cooperation
between the state and different religious orgaiinatand freedom of their activities stating
the following: “Freedom of activity of all religimuorganizations functioning in the manner
prescribed by the law shall be guaranteed in thmuBe of Armenia”.

135. At the same time, the Constitution of the RepublicArmenia envisages the following:
“The relations between the Republic of Armenia #mel Armenian Holy Apostolic Church
may be regulated by the law”. Based on this prowisof the Constitution, the Law of the
Republic of Armenia “On Relations between the Répulf Armenia and the Armenian Holy
Apostolic Church” was adopted on 22 February 200@e mentioned law was adopted
considering the historical role of the Armenian Afmic Church in the life of the Armenian
people. Meanwhile, it should be mentioned thatpgrevisions of the said Law by no means
degrade the rights and freedoms of other religmngsnizations laid down by the legislation
and the international treaties of the Republic efmAnia. This move of the state aims to
compensate the harm inflicted on the Church inyttee's of atheism regime.

136. On 1 January 2009, the members of the National rABgeof the Republic of Armenia
made proposals regarding the laws of the Republirmenia “On making amendements and
supplements to the Law of the Republic of Armemafr@eedom of conscience and religious
organizations” and “On making amendments to them@al Code of the Republic of
Armenia.” The supplements made were aimed at brqhghe said Law in line with the
Constitution of the Republic of Armenia adopted2@05 and in particular with Article 26
thereof, which reads: “Everyone shall have a righfreedom of thought, conscience and
religion”. This right includes the freedom to chanmgligion or belief and freedom to manifest
one’s religion or belief, either alone or in comniywith others, through church ceremonies
and other rituals of worship. The exercise of tight may be subject only to such restrictions
as are prescribed by law, where it is necessarpubtic safety, health, and morals or for the
rights and freedoms of others.”
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137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

The mentioned supplements were an important steyedhiat clarifying and regulating
human rights guarantees in accordance with thenat®nal commitments undertaken. To get
an international expertise, the amendments to thetioned laws were sent to the European
Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Consiis) of the Council of Europe and
the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and HumRights for a joint opinion, which was
given on 23 June 20009.

Amid various religions, the majority of Armeniafth in and outside of Armenia, are the
followers of the national, namely Armenian Apostahurch. Despite its dominant position,
the Armenian Apostolic Church treats other religidaeliefs with understanding, particularly
as regards national minorities and their natioakdjions.

In the years following its independence, Armenidentook serious steps aimed at ensuring

religious diversity in the country. In 1997, somé religious organizations were registered at

the State Registry of Armenia, and in 2009, some né®-governmental organizations

representing 13 religious denominations are regidteReligious organizations of religious

national minorities of the Republic of Armenia asefollows:

- “Orthodox Community of the Russian Orthodox Chuwgthin Mother of God Church of
Yerevan”,

- “Orthodox Community of the Russian Orthodox Chuweithin Gyumri St. Nicolas the
Wonderworker Church”;

- "Orthodox Community of the Russian Orthodox Chuwathin Vanadzor St. Astvatsatsin
(Mother of God) Church”;

- “Orthodox Community of the Russian Orthodox ChuofhMartyrs St. Kirik and Elata
Church of Dimitrov village (Ararat Marz of the Regic of Armenia)”;

- “Yezidi (Sharfidini) Followers Religious Organizati in Armenia”;

- “Shekhi Shekhu Bakra” Yezidi national communitytiié Republic of Armenia;

- “Jewish Religious Community of Armenia”;

- “Saint Apostolic Church of East Assyrian CatholiatesS Assyrian Religious Organization

of Armenia.

The Persian Blue Mosque also operates unhinderedYerevan. Two Molokan
communities without state registration are funatigrin Fioletovo and Lermontovo villages of
Lori marz. They do not wish to be registered, ane $tate does not oblige them to. The
Georgian church, too, operates in Yerevan, andetiiory for holding its religious rituals was
provided by the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Relations between state institutions and religimggnizations are coordinated by the Staff
of the Government of the Republic of Armenia in thanner prescribed by the law, through
the Department for Ethnic Minorities and ReligicAi$airs. The Department conducts a wide
array of work aimed at raising the awareness almigfious rights of individuals and groups,

addresses questions raised by religious organiigtidnelps resolve those, organizes
discussions and conferences.

To create an atmosphere of tolerance and respeetrde all religions and their value
systems, the Department for Ethnic Minorities andligous Affairs organizes annual
discussions with the participation of all the redigs communities functioning in the Republic
of Armenia, mainly focusing on the formation ofefndly relations between all the religious
communities.
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143. Considering that mutual cognizance is at the bakisolerance and respect, literature
dedicated to different religions was published immA&nia. Particularly, in 2006 the
Archaeology and Ethnography Institute of the Nadloi\cademy of Sciences of the Republic
of Armenia published the work “Beliefs of Yezidi Kis" by A. Avdal. An almanac of Yezidi
religious scripts - edited by G. Asatryan - was |gied. In 2006, the Qur'awas translated
into Armenia and published (Translated by Edwar&Hhyardyan). V. Arakelovauthored the
“Fundamentals of Shi'isnm(Yerevan, 1997). V. Khachatryan authored the “Islapublished
by the Theology Faculty of the Yerevan State Ursitgr(Yerevan, 2007). “The Classic
Assyrian Language” of A. Hakobyan was publishe@005. The mentioned publication is the
first Armenian-language textbook dedicated to tlssykian language - one of the oldest in the
Middle East and one of the most important for tineigianity.

144. All the historical and architectural, cultural, aneligious structures located within the
territory of the Republic of Armenia are under stptotection — irrespective of their ethnic or
religious belonging. According to the Agency forofection of Historical and Cultural
Monuments of the Ministry of Culture of the Repgbbf Armenia, apart from historical
monuments of the Armenian Apostolic Church (e.ggdPatemple, Chalcedonian churches,
etc.) in the territory of Armenia, the following maements from among historical sites of
worship of religious and ethnic communities stiNVelling and already non-existent are under
state protection:

- Armenian Catholic church in Gyumri, built in 1848585 by Rev. Kanonikos Araratyan;

- Russian church in Vanadzor, built in 1895, recartséd in 1977,

- Russian church in Gyumri (Plplan Zham), built ir049

- Russian church in Yerevan, built in 1913;

- Blue Mosque (Gueoy Mosque), built in 1766. (Recartsed in 1992, it is currently open
for visitors. A library, museum, cultural centrendaa Persian Language School are
functioning adjacent to the Mosque. The Blue Mosqtiererevan is significant as an
outstanding example of late Persian architectuigams-Caucasus);

- Abas Mirza (Sardar) Mosque in Yerevan, built irelaBth century;

- St. Kyril Church (Assyrian church), Ararat Marz niitrov village, built in 1840;

- St. Tovmas Church (Assyrian), Ararat marz, Veririrbvillage, build in late 19th century;

- St. Sava Church (Greek church), Lori Marz, Shamhigiage, built in 1909. Significant as
an example of a Greek church preserved in Armenia;

- Greek churches in Hankavan (Kotayk marz) and Yaghitage (Lori marz);

- Jewish cemetery, 14-17th cc., Vayots Dzor marz,héggadzor region, South-Eastern
edge of Yeghegis village, on the left bank of Yegikeiver,;

- Kurdish cemetery, 16-18th cc., Aragatsotn Marz,gata region, Ria Taza village.

145. The Government of the Republic of Armenia has aslb@ number of decisions upon
which return of a number of churches to the Armenfgostolic Church, the Armenian
Catholic Church of Armenia, the Saint Apostolic @tuof the East Assyrian Catholicosate,
and the Assyrian Religious Organizations of Armdraa continued.

146. In 2004, “Freedom of conscience, belief and coiwict rights, opportunities, and
obligations” booklet was published, which contaims analysis of the religious situation in the
Republic of Armenia, the list of religious orgartioas registered in the Republic of Armenia,
provisions of the Constitution, international tieatand national laws of the Republic of
Armenia regarding religion and belief.

147. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On Alternati$ervice” is an important one among
other laws and legal acts of the Republic of Arraem@gulating the freedom of conscience,
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belief, and conviction and the activity of religowrganizations. The Law grants nationals
subject to drafting for compulsory military serviagight to pass an alternative service where
the national’s religious beliefs or convictions tradict mandatory military service in military
units or bearing, keeping, maintaining and usingsarNational minorities of the Republic of
Armenia do not express a wish to avail themsel¥elsi® opportunity.

Article 9

1. The Parties undertake to recognize that thetrighfreedom of expression of
every person belonging to a national minority imtda freedom to hold opinions
and to receive and impart information and ideash@ minority language, without
interference by public authorities and regardlegsfrontiers. The Parties shall

ensure, within the framework of their legal systethat persons belonging to a
national minority are not discriminated againsttiveir access to the media.

2. Paragraph 1 shall not prevent Parties from reong the licensing, without

discrimination and based on objective criteria, sfund radio and television
broadcasting, or cinema enterprises.

3. The Parties shall not hinder the creation ané tse of printed media by
persons belonging to national minorities. In thgdeframework of sound radio
and television broadcasting, they shall ensurefaasas possible, and taking into
account the provisions of paragraph 1, that persdiedonging to national

minorities are granted the possibility of creatiagd using their own media.

4. In the framework of their legal systems, thetiBarshall adopt adequate
measures in order to facilitate access to the mddrapersons belonging to
national minorities and in order to promote tolecan and permit cultural

pluralism.

148. On 26 December 2008, Tigran Sargsyan, Prime Minggtehe Republic of Armenia, had a
meeting with the heads of non-governmental orgaoza of the national minorities of the
Republic of Armenia. Heads of about 40 non-govemmale organizations attended the
meeting. They had an opportunity to personally @dfleeir concerns and problems. The issues
raised by the heads of national minorities weratjpidiscussed, and later the Department of
Ethnic Minorities and Religious Affairs of the Gaouwenent of the Republic of Armenia
communicated its instructions to the relevant agesnc

149. The Department of Ethnic Minorities and Religiouffafks of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia holds regular meetings with tlepresentatives of non-governmental
organizations of national minorities and pays sigid national minority communities. The
issues of concern for national minorities are dised during such meetings, where they
become informed of the Framework Convention, as asbf other international instruments
ratified, which cover the issues relating to thghts, as well as preservation and development
of cultures and languages of national minorities2008-2009, a series of meetings with the
heads of non-governmental organizations of natiamaiorities, namely Greek, Jewish,
Kurdish, Yezidi, Assyrian, Russian, Ukrainian, Bekian, and Georgian, were arranged on
the initiative of the Department. The issues of agn for the communities, projects
implemented by non-governmental organizations, Hrel issues raised in the course of
meetings have been discussed. As a result of tretimgs, the problems raised have been
formulated, the tasks were drawn and communicatebe relevant agencies. Some problems
have been resolved, and the rest are still in brmudsion phase.
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150. The issues relating to national minorities are gbvan the focus of attention of Public
Television. Problems of national minorities, as Ivesl their historical and cultural events are
regularly covered by “Haylur’ news service. Dailsograms in 13 languages are broadcasted
on Public Radio (Russian-25 min., German-15 mirssykian-15 min., Kurdish-30 min.,
Yezidi-30 min., etc.). The events organized by aral minorities are also covered by a 30-
minute weekly radio programApmenus-narn oommii gom” (Armenia is our common home),
which is broadcasted on Public Radio.

151. The Public Radio has made a proposal to the Kur@ismmunity to jointly update the
Kurdish musical archives.

152. Apart from the main news broadcast in Kurdish, ¥ezAssyrian, Georgian, and Russian
languages, there are also programs on culturaiigat and folkloric themes in national
minority languages. In addition to broadcastingmiglic radio transmitters, the web-pages of
the above-mentioned programs are also postedwm.armradio.anportal.

153. According to the Law of the Republic of Armenia “Omaking supplements and
amendments to the Law of the Republic of Armenialelevision and Radio” adopted on 26
December 2008, it is clearly prescribed that thbelieurelevision and Public Radio shall be
obliged to allocate not more than two hours weeldytelevision and not more than one hour
daily of radio broadcasting for special programaational minority languages.

154. In terms of mass media accessibility, the legistatof the Republic of Armenia does not
envisage any differentiation for the citizens oé tRepublic of Armenia based on national
belonging. The programs of television companiegaipegy in the territory of the Republic of
Armenia are equally accessible to everyone with@irtcoverage areas.

Articles 10 and 11
Avrticle 10

1. The Parties undertake to recognise that everggoebelonging to a national
minority has the right to use freely and withoutenference his or her minority
language, in private and in public, orally and imiting.

2. In areas inhabited by persons belonging toamati minorities traditionally or
in substantial numbers, if those persons so reqgaest where such a request
corresponds to a real need, the Parties shall emdeato ensure, as far as possible,
the conditions which would make it possible to tle minority language in
relations between those persons and the adminigrauthorities.

3. The Parties undertake to guarantee the righewry person belonging to a
national minority to be informed promptly, in a tarage which he or she
understands, of the reasons for his or her arrast] of the nature and cause of any
accusation against him or her, and to defend hifmeeherself in this language, if
necessary with the free assistance of an interprete

Article 11

1. The Parties undertake to recognise that everggoebelonging to a national
minority has the right to use his or her surnamatr@ym) and first names in the
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minority language and the right to official recogon of them, according to

modalities provided for in their legal system.

2. The Parties undertake to recognise that everggmebelonging to a national

minority has the right to display in his or her mirity language signs, inscriptions

and other information of a private nature visibtethe public.

3. In areas traditionally inhabited by substantmlmbers of persons belonging to
a national minority, the Parties shall endeavour,the framework of their legal

system, including, where appropriate, agreements ether States, and taking into
account their specific conditions, to display ttamhal local names, street names
and other topographical indications intended foe thublic also in the minority

language when there is a sufficient demand for sudications.

155. Article 15 of the Criminal Procedure Code of thepRaic of Armenia prescribes that
everyone - as well as any national minority repnéstéve - has the right to use, in the course
of criminal proceedings, the language he/she mashkerthat respect and in that period, the
participant to the criminal proceedings, excepttfar body conducting the proceedings, who
does not have command of the Armenian - the langaghe criminal proceedings, may act
in the language he/she masters and in that pedfshé may have assistance of an interpreter,
and in cases prescribed by the law such servipeoidded free of charge. Meanwhile, certain
persons, who lack sufficient command of the languafgcriminal proceedings, shall receive a
verified copy of those documents, which, in accoogawith the law, should be delivered to
them in the language they have command of. Thersajdirement indicated in the Criminal
Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenian appbesny person not having command of the
language of the criminal proceedings, as well amatonal minorities of the Republic of
Armenia.

156. In 2007, an amendment to the Civil Procedure CddkreoRepublic of Armenia was made,
according to which proceedings in the Republic afm@nia are held in the Armenian
language. Persons participating in the case haweight to act in the court in the language
they prefer if they provide interpretation into Agman (Article 7).

157. In 2004-2009, no violations of the right of repnesgives of national minorities to act in
their native language or any language they mastee wiade by Police offices of the Republic
of Armenia, as well as no criminal cases from c®wt the Prosecutor’s office on those
grounds were returned for additional preliminanyastigation.

Articles 12 and 14
Article 12

1.The Parties shall, where appropriate, take meesum the fields of education and
research to foster knowledge of the culture, histtanguage and religion of their
national minorities and of the majority.

2.In this context the Parties shall inter alia pide adequate opportunities for
teacher training and access to textbooks, andifatl contacts among students and
teachers of different communities.

3.The Parties undertake to promote equal opporiesitor access to education at
all levels for persons belonging to national miries.
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Article 14

1.The Parties undertake to recognise that evengs@erbelonging to a national
minority has the right to learn his or her minorignguage.

2. In areas inhabited by persons belonging to matianinorities traditionally or
in substantial numbers, if there is sufficient dathahe Parties shall endeavour to
ensure, as far as possible and within the framewbrtkeir education systems, that
persons belonging to those minorities have adeqopertunities for being taught
the minority language or for receiving instructionthis language.

3. Paragraph 2 of this article shall be implementedhout prejudice to the
learning of the official language or the teachimghis language.

158. Article 35 of the Constitution of the Republic ofrAenia stipulates the right of each citizen
to education; the secondary education in state atidun@l establishments is free of charge.
Each citizen shall have the right to get higher atlder professional education in state
educational establishments free of charge, on cttiveebasis.

159. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On Public Edtioca” was adopted on 10 July 2009,
Article 4 of the Law stipulates that public eduoatiof national minorities of the Republic of
Armenia may be organized in their mother tonguenational language with mandatory
teaching of the Armenian language.

160. An order was issued by the Minister of Science Bddcation of the Republic of Armenia
on 21 December 2007, upon which amendments wadinted to the Order of the Minister
of Science and Education of the Republic of Armesfi@5 August 2003 on the Approval of
the procedure on admission of students to gendradagional and special general educational
establishments of the Republic of Armenia, anddswstablished that the children of citizens
belonging to national minority are admitted to aeml education school where education is
carried out in the national language (mother tohgiehe child or to a school (class) which
has courses taught in that language; whenevenittisvailable, the choice of the language of
teaching shall be made by the parents of the ¢hitdher lawful representatives).

161. The curriculum of general education schools foramatl minorities is approved every year
by the Ministry of Education and Science of the &#jg of Armenia, which indicates the
number of hours allocated for studying nationaglsages, literature, culture, and history of
national minorities. The Ministry of Education aBdience of the Republic of Armenia has
elaborated a program and a timetable aimed at éwvelapbment of education of national
minorities, according to which each year textboaks published for studying the language,
literature, and culture of national minorities.

162. The following are the general education schoolshef Republic of Armenia by regions
where Yezidi language is taught:

Location School

Aragatsotn Sadunts

Shenkani

Kaniashir

Miraque

Telek

Dedmasar

Sorik

Hako
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Kantch

Arevut

Michanlu

Otevan

Shamiram

Hatsashen

Armavir Tandzut

Argavand

Shenik

Nalbandyan

Karakert

Arteni

Dalarik

Ardashar

Yeghegnut

Yeraskhahun

Arshaluys

Zvartnots

Khandjyan

N10

Lukashin

Ferik

Lernamerdz

Mrgastan

Ararat Kaghtsrashen

Noramarg

Ranchpar

Sarvanlar (Sis)

Aygezard

Aygepat

Kotayk Nor-Geghi

Zovuni

Kanageravan

Shirak Azatan

Yerevan N101

N107

N95

N108

Yezidi children are enrolled in Armenian classed atudy Yezidi language as part of the school
component.

163. The following are the general education schoolshef Republic of Armenia by regions
where Kurdish language is taught:

Location School
Aragatsotn region Alagyaz
Avshen
Tchartchakiz
Miraque
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Shenkani
Djamushlu
Ria-Taza
Kaniashir
Sipan
Midjnatun

Kurdish children are enrolled in Armenian classesl atudy Kurdish as part of the school
component.

164. The following are the general education schoolthefRepublic of Armenia by regions
where Greek language is taught:
Location School
Yerevan N74
Yerevan N12
Yerevan N132

Since 1996, Greek language is being taught on tatymasis from ? to 9" grades at secondary
school N12 of the city of Yerevan with the assiseaand funding from the Embassy of Greece in
Armenia. Since 1997, with the assistance of the &®yp of Greece in Armenia and upon the
Order of the Minister of Science and Educationhef Republic of Armenia, Greek language is
being taught in the from"2to 8" grades at secondary school N74 of the city of Yameas part of
mandatory school subjects. Since 2007, Greek laggyisabeing taught at secondary school N132
of the city of Yerevan as part of study group howih the assistance of the Embassy of Greece
in Armenia.

165. The following are the general education schoolthefRepublic of Armenia by regions
where Assyrian language is taught:

Location School
Yerevan N8
Ararat Marz Verin Dvin
Dimitrov
Kotayk Marz Arzni

Assyrian children mainly study in Russian-langualgsses, guided by special curriculum. Directors
of schools of Arzni in Kotayk marz and Verin Dvim Ararat marz are Assyrians by nationality.

166. See points 47-60 of the report on Russian-langedgeation.

167. The applicants belonging to national minoritiegshe Republic of Armenia are admitted to
higher educational establishments on equal basisell as based on requests submitted by the
heads of national minorities.

168. The issue of admission of applicants upon requesimgted by the heads of national
minorities in a letter, is discussed during thesems of the Republican Admission
Commission set up upon the Order of the Ministdeddication and Science of the Republic of
Armenia. In the reporting period, upon the decisi@adopted by the Republican Admission
Commission the applicants of national minoritiesowiad passed the exams with positive
scores were admitted to relevant higher educatiestablishments with the major they applied
for.
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169. The applicants belonging to national minorities ethivere admitted on equal basis to state
higher educational establishments benefit fronthedlprivileges established by the Law of the
Republic of Armenia “On Education,” including paipation in the rotation process in the
higher educational institution, benefit from theght of tuition waiver in the prescribed manner,
are provided with state scholarships, participatenter- and intra-institutional exchanges -
according to their preferences and in the mannebkshed, participate in the admissions for
graduate studies, etc.

170. In 2004-2009, the number of persons belonging tenal minorities involved in higher
educational institutions is 74, of which:
- State Agrarian University of Armenia: 3 Yezidi stunds;
- Yerevan State University: 23 Yezidi, Assyrian, Rassand Jewish students;
- State Linguistic University after Bryusov: 2 Assymistudents;
- Yerevan State Medical University: 8 Assyrian, Jéwigezidi, Kurd, and Russian students;
- Armenian State Pedagogical University after Kh. yyam: 12 students of which 2

Russian, 6 Assyrian, 2 Jewish, 1 Yezidi, and 19Poli

171. The following activities were carried out in theltl of education of national minorities of
the Republic of Armenia, in particular:
“A Model for General Education School (class) oftidaal Minorities” for 2009 was
elaborated and introduced, according to which 38kiyecourse hours are allotted to the 1-
11th grades for learning the language and liteeabfinational minorities;

- the concept and the program for the 1-11th gradeéenidi language and literature was
amended and adopted, which also includes matesialthe history and culture of the
Yezidi people;

- Text books for the®dand 5th grades for Yezidi language and literatueee elaborated in
2008 based on the school program; they were pwaisind distributed for free to the
students of Yezidi Community; in 2009 text books fbe &' and 7th grades were
published, and the text books for tH& @&d 9th grades are planned to be published in the
following years;

- “The Concept and Program for Teaching Kurdish Lagguand Literature in the 1-10th
grades” is undergoing an examination by expertg, MNational Kurdish Council of
Armenia was proposed to bring the concept into d@mpe with 12-year education
program requirements;

- In 2009, a Model Curriculum for the 1-12th gradesthe years 2009-2010 was elaborated
and introduced for classes conducted in RussianAssgrian at schools after Pushkin in
the city of Yerevan, at schools of Arzni of Kotaghkarz, Dimitrov of Ararat marz and
schools of Verin Dvin;

- In 2009, a criterion and a program for the 1-12thdgs of “The Assyrian Language and
Literature” was elaborated and adopted, which aistuds materials on the history and
culture of the Assyrian people;

- In 2007, an Assyrian ABC book was elaborated, whiels published and distributed for
free to relevant schools, republishing of the "Raad Write in Assyrian” text-book and
publishing of the “Speak Assyrian” text-book foethrst grade is envisaged in the 2009
State Budget;

- “Rights of National Minorities” and “Tolerance” thetic units were included in the
criterion and program for “Social Science” coursgeneral education schools;

- Subject commissions on “Iranology” and “Semology”tbe Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Armenia operate for poepose of assisting the educational
needs of the Yezidis and Assyrians, and condu@xkamination of curricula, text books,
and tutorials in relevant languages;
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- for the purpose of considering educational issdake national minorities and rendering
service thereto, a Yezidi specialist was employtetthe@ National Education Institute of the
Ministry of Education and Science of the Repubfi&omenia;

- 30-hour training courses for Yezidi teachers (atbhé teachers) were regularly held.

172. Irrespective of the measures taken by the Statehnduie aimed at providing the national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia with teachefstheir own, this issue was not fully
solved in Russian Molokan, Yezidi, and Kurdish conmities.

173. The strong adherence to cultural traditions amongsé people contributes to the
incomplete education of children. Labor in Russisolokan, Yezidi, and Kurdish
communities is given prevalence over educationld@dm are engaged in agricultural activities
from early age, they often miss classes (mainlg@ptember and May); Yezidi children are
engaged in cattle-breeding with their parents iruntains; Molokans help their parents in

farming, cropping, spring sowing, etc.) or gengralb not consider education as key to
success in life.

174. In Yezidi and Kurdish communities the issue becomesn more complicated because of

the discrimination expressed by the community speet of girls. Most of the girls abandon
schooling in early age.

175. In schools of Molokan villages there is no shortafjgeachers as such. In these schools,
the Russian language is mainly taught by Armengathers. In Yezidi and Kurdish villages
there is a serious problem related to the shortfgieeachers of the Yezidi and Kurdish
languages. In fact, people teaching Yezidi at slshbave only secondary or even eight-year
education, and undergo training at the Nationatitite of the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Armenia occasionally.

176. The issue of overcoming such an approach towandsagion is in the focus of attention of
relevant state authorities of the Republic of Arragsuch as the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Armenia, the Departmeantthnic Minorities and Religious
Affairs of the Government of the Republic of Arm&nand education divisions of
marzpetarans. The latter have regular meetings thighrepresentatives of the communities
with the purpose of discussing the issue. Schaatimals assert that they have several times
informed the students and their parents of targetysseats at Teacher Training College after
A. Bakunts and relevant higher educational estabilents of the Republic of Armenia where
representatives of national minorities may obtaighér education and later work in their
native community, however there was no reply so far

177. The problem in the Republic of Armenia relatingtihe Yezidi and Kurdish ethnic self-
consciousness had caused considerable problenmulitishing of school textbooks. It has
been decided to satisfy the requests of the twplpepi.e. to publish textbooks in the Yezidi
language for the Yezidis in Cyrillic alphabet, amdthe Kurdish language for the Kurdish
people in Latin Alphabet, taking into account alke fact that the Kurdish community finds
that the Latin lettering will help them to commuatie with the Kurdish international
organizations and use Kurdish literature from afiroa

178. Among other things, the low level of education ve fYezidi and Kurdish communities is
also conditioned by the fact that children comeéhi® first grade without having command of
the Armenian — the language of education. Ther@maddndergartens in these communities, as
well as in many communities settled with Armeniavglage budgets are not sufficient for
funding kindergartens. For this purpose, the Migist Education and Science of the Republic
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of Armenia currently considers the possible optirsopening preschool establishments in
the Yezidi and Kurdish villages.

179. Activities are also carried out towards ensuringaagorotection for students. They are also
carried out by some international organizations ifd/d/ision, UN World Food Program
(UNWEFP), etc.). These programs include provisioffoofd, clothing, and school supplies. The
state provides free textbooks to the children @&mantary classes of general education
secondary schools (three years). Children of sshobhational minorities are also provided

with textbooks.

Article 13

1. Within the framework of their education systeths, Parties shall recognise
that persons belonging to a national minority hdie right to set up and to
manage their own private educational and trainisgablishments.

2. The exercise of this right shall not entail afnyancial obligation for the
Parties.

180. Non-governmental organizations of national minestin the Republic of Armenia have
established Sunday schools which operate in tlapiguages. As of 2009, there are Polish,
Greek, Georgian, Jewish, Belarusian, and UkraiBianday schools.

Article 15

The Parties shall create the conditions necessaryhe effective participation of
persons belonging to national minorities in cultiysocial and economic life and
in public affairs, in particular those affectingamn.

181. Article 30 of the Constitution of the Republic ofrAenia stipulates that citizens of the
Republic of Armenia who reached the age of eightgeall have the right to suffrage and
participation in referenda, as well as in the pulpianagement through their representatives
elected through free expression of will, as welltlas right to participate in self-governance
process. According to Article 64 of the Constitatiof the Republic of Armenia any person
who has reached the age of twenty five, has bestizan of the Republic of Armenia for the
preceding five years, has permanently residedarRiépublic for the preceding five years, and
who has the right to vote, may be elected as a Memwithe National Assembly.

182. Article 3 of the Electoral Code of the Republic Afmenia in its turn prescribes that
“Citizens with the right to vote shall have thehtigo vote and be voted regardless of their
nationality, gender, language, religion, politiead other views, social origin and property or
other status.” Any restriction of the right to vaie the basis of the above-mentioned criteria
shall be prosecuted by the law." Article 4 ensuihes citizens shall participate in elections on
an equal basis and on equal conditions to exeitegseright to vote.

183. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia in ftsn stipulates that the indirect or
direct infringement on rights and freedoms of asparand a citizen based on person’s
nationality, race, gender, language, religion,tpall or other views, social origin, property or
any other status, which has caused damage toitegetsts of a person shall be punishable by
fine or imprisonment.
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184. On 21 December 1993, the Republic of Armenia edifiConvention 111 of the
International Labor Organization on “Discriminatiom respect of Employment and
Occupation” which entered into force on 29 July ,598nd the provisions of which are
reflected in the relevant national legal acts efRepublic of Armenia.

Article 16

The Parties shall refrain from measures which altee proportions of the
population in areas inhabited by persons belongimgational minorities and
are aimed at restricting the rights and freedonmswfhg from the principles
enshrined in the present framework Convention.

185. The Government of the Republic of Armenia doesimutiement any policy and measures
aimed at changing the structural composition ofgbpulation. In 2008, at the request of the
population of Sorik village of Aragatsotn marz, thblational Yezidi Union” non-
governmental organization applied to the Governnoéihe Republic of Armenia to consider
Sorik, Kantch, and Hako villages settled with thezMis as one community within the
framework of the community enlargement program. Taemunity enlargement program is
ongoing, and it is envisaged to unify all the Yezxitlages in the same communities within the
framework of the program.

Article 17

1. The Parties undertake not to interfere with théhtigf persons belonging to
national minorities to establish and maintain fraed peaceful contacts across
frontiers with persons lawfully staying in otheratess, in particular those with

whom they share an ethnic, cultural, linguisticreligious identity, or a common

cultural heritage.

2. The Parties undertake not to interfere with thghtiof persons belonging to
national minorities to participate in the actividie of non-governmental

organizations, both at the national and internatiblevels.

186. On 27 April 2009, the third regional conferenceoajanizations of Russian compatriots of
the South Caucasus countries took place at theolldtrhotel. It was dedicated to the
problems of preservation of the Russian identignguage, and culture. Members of the
Federal Council of the Russian Federation, reptateas of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Russian Federation, members of the orgaaizadf "Russian Compatriots” from
Georgia, Ossetia and Abkhazia, officials from thabssy of the Russian Federation in the
Republic of Armenia, Head of the OSCE Office in &&an, members of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia, and otheradéiis were invited. It should be noted that
the previous two conferences took place in Baku Hpitisi. Representatives of the Russian
Community of the Republic of Armenia participatedihose previous meetings. This year the
Azerbaijani counterparts of the Russian Communitlyrabt participate in the conference since
it was held in Armenia.

187. Each year the representatives of the national ntiesrof the Republic of Armenia
participate in international congresses and cont&e
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Article 18

1. The Parties shall endeavour to conclude, wheeeessary, bilateral and
multilateral agreements with other States, in mafar neighbouring States, in
order to ensure the protection of persons belongmghe national minorities
concerned.

2. Where relevant, the Parties shall take meastorescourage transfrontier co-
operation.

e the previous report.

Article 19

The Parties undertake to respect and implementptireiples enshrined in the
present framework Convention making, where necgssely those limitations,
restrictions or derogations which are provided fam international legal
instruments, in particular the Convention for theotéction of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, in so far as they are relet@ihe rights and freedoms
flowing from the said principles.

188. The new Law “On Refugees and Asylum” adopted omNavember 2008 by the National

Assembly of the Republic of Armenia was developadbugh the collaboration of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia and the Uhiiations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in Armenia. The new law was adbptéh the aim of bringing it into
fullest compliance with the requirements of the 195eneva Convention on the Status of
Refugees, its Protocol and other internationalumsénts.

189. The Law defines the notion of a “refugee” as folkow

190.

“(a) a foreign citizen who owing to well-foundeéafl of being persecuted for reasons of race,
religion, nationality, membership to a particulacial group or for political views, is outside
the country of his/her citizenship and is unablgawing to such fear, is unwilling to avail
himself/herself of the protection of the countrycdfzenship; or who, being stateless and being
outside of the country of his/her former permanestdence, is unable or owing to such fear,
is unwilling to return to that country;

(b) a foreign citizen who was forced to leave hes/bountry of citizenship, and in case of a
stateless person — his/her former place of permtaesidence because of widespread violence,
foreign attack, internal conflicts, massive viadais of human rights or other serious events
breaching the public order.”

Article 27 of the same law stipulates that refugeds have received asylum in the
Republic of Armenia, asylum seekers and membetbef families in terms of selection of

their place of residence and free movement ineh@dry of the State avail themselves of the
same rights prescribed for the citizens of the Répu of Armenia.
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Annex |
Urban/rural Distribution of the Population of Marze s of the Republic of Armenia according to Nationaties

(On the basis of the results of 2001 censtisarRepublic of Armenia) /person/

Total Armenian Assyrian Yezidi Greek Russian Ukrainan Kurdish Others
Armenia 3213011 3145354 3409 40620 1176 14660 1633 1519 4640
Urban 2066153 204162P 524 7413 853 10489 1386 315 551 3
Rural 1146858 110373p 2885 33207 323 4171 247 1204 1089
Yerevan 1103488 1088389 239 4733 308 6684 B76 92 6721
Aragatsotn 138301 130678 6 6405 3 179 P4 846 160
Urban 32864 32666 P 70 2 14 11 0 39
Rural 105437 98012 4 6335 1 105 13 846 121
Ararat 272016 263357 1924 5940 11 418 70 32 262
Urban 79885 79178 94 279 7 195 30 21 81
Rural 192131 184179 1832 5661 4 223 40 11 181
Armavir 276233 257362 242 17665 15 480 T4 128 267
Urban 98292 96864 60 966 10 234 32 16 110
Rural 177941 160498 18P 16699 5 246 42 112 157
Gegharkunik 237650 236804 1 8 16 430 56 116 213
Urban 78957 78552 il 4 15 261 21 26 77
Rural 158693 158252 ] 4 1 169 35 00 136
Lori 286408 280471 11 793 655 3882 188 9 449
Urban 169953 167465 0 639 398 1013 110 4 315
Rural 116455 113006 P 154 257 2869 28 5 134
Kotayk 272469 266023 95( 4097 53 684 B5 229 348
Urban 153981 152488 95 461 35 501 60 102 P39
Rural 118488 113535 856 3636 18 183 25 127 109
Shirak 283389 280594 g 974 56 1048 222 7 479
Urban 174260 172535 0 258 50 8p8 182 0 B58
Rural 109129 108059 D 716 6 180 A0 7 121
Syunik 152684 152217 10 il 0 253 41 0 155
Urban 104147 10377} 0 2 9 202 33 0 115
Rural 48537 48435 1 D 0 51 8 0 40
Vayots Dzor 55997 55877 4 D il 71 16 1 p7
Urban 19605 19533 3 0 1 39 12 0 7
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Rural 36392 36344 1 D 0 4 1
Tavush 134376 133587 b il 9 31 59
Urban 50721 5017% 3 il 18 19 54
Rural 83655 83412 2 D 1 12 5




Annex Il

Mechanical movement of the population of the Repulit of Armenia in 2002-2008

/persc
year Arriving Departing
Assyrian | Yezidi | Armenian | Greek| Russian| Ukrainian‘ Others | Total ‘ Assyrian | Yezidi‘ Armenian ‘ Greek‘ Russian | Ukrainian |Others | Total
Total
RA
2002 11 95 9155 10 87 6 18 | 9382 22 247 10286 2 293 33 44| 10927
2003 8 84 9605 2 100 10 18 | 9827 16 276 9003 1 194 27 31| 9548
2004 8 68 9503 0 57 12 14 | 9662 12 263 8719 2 176 26 29 | 9227
2005 8 76 10291 0 55 6 5 | 10441 10 223 8903 3 127 8 29 | 9303
2006 7 71 8986 0 48 8 6 9126 5 126 7787 1 102 15 17 | 8053
2007 2 104 9645 2 34 3 5 9795 8 126 7206 0 92 7 22 | 7461
2008 6 141 10217 0 28 3 4 | 10399 3 75 6603 0 53 5 8 | 6747
town
2002 3 14 5372 4 60 2 8 5463 6 80 7519 2 228 29 39 | 7903
2003 0 17 5606 2 64 3 18 | 5710 5 100 6557 1 158 24 24 | 6869
2004 4 9 5552 0 36 8 11 | 5620 3 92 6160 2 145 21 21 | 6444
2005 1 7 5729 0 24 6 2 5769 2 87 6266 3 101 8 25 | 6492
2006 3 10 5081 0 28 4 2 5128 2 44 5585 1 86 14 14 | 5746
2007 0 20 5334 1 25 2 4 5386 4 32 5070 0 78 7 15 | 5206
2008 2 17 5052 0 14 3 2 5090 1 17 4517 0 41 4 5 | 4585
village
2002 8 81 3783 6 27 4 10 | 3919 16 167 2767 0 65 4 5 | 3024
2003 8 67 3999 0 36 7 0 4117 11 176 2446 0 36 3 7 | 2679
2004 4 59 3951 0 21 4 3 4042 9 171 2559 0 31 5 8 | 2783

1% According to the data obtained as a resulttafistical processing of the information

provided by the territorial Passport Divisions loé tPolice of the Government of the Republic of Anrae
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2005 7 69 4562 0 31 0 3 4672 8 136 2637 0 26 0 4 | 2811
2006 4 61 3905 0 20 4 4 3998 3 82 2202 0 16 1 3 | 2307
2007 2 84 4311 1 9 1 1 4409 4 94 2136 0 14 0 7 | 2255
2008 4 124 5165 0 14 0 2 5309 2 58 2086 0 12 1 3 [ 2162
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Annex 3

Holidays and events of community significance celesited by the national minorities with

the support of the Government of the Republic of Amenia

(non exhaustive list)

Yezidi Community
“Khdrnavi” holiday
Malake Taus

Chle Havine

“Sultan Yezidi” holiday
“Shamsi” festival
Festivals and exhibitions

Kurdish Community

Jubilee evenings of Kurdish intellectuals
Navroz

Women'’s holiday

Festivals and exhibitions

Russian Community

Christmas Day

Easter Day

Shrovetide

March 8

Club of the cheerful and sharp-witted
9" of May, Day of Honouring of Veterans of the GrBatriotic War
For the first time to the first grade
New Year's Day

Seminars and conferences

Festivals and exhibitions

Assyrian Community

Event devoted to International Women'’s Day

Sport event - competition between Assyrian-popdlaitages
Participation in pan-Assyrian games

Assyrian national traditional holidays

Assyrian New Year's Day

Holly Cross

Maraz

Shara

Festivals and exhibitions

Polish Community

Christmas

Mothers’ and Grandmothers’ Day
Easter

“Polonia” Sunday school leaving party
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1% of June - Children’s Protection Day
Beginning of the school year

New Year's Day

Festivals and exhibitions

Ukrainian Community

Easter

Jubilee evenings of Ukrainian intellectuals
Ukraine’s and Armenia’s Independence Day
Anniversary of Holodomor in Ukraine

New Year's Day

Festivals and exhibitions

German Community

Christmas Day

Publishing

Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day
Festivals and exhibitions

Belarusian Community
Shrovetide

1% of May and & of May
Ivan Kupala

Belarus Independence Day
Day of Slavonic Writing
New Year's Day

Festivals and exhibitions

Georgian Community

Public and National Holidays
Summer camp

Excursion

Festivals and exhibitions

Jewish Community

Jewish Religious Holidays

Holocaust and Genocide Remembrance Day

Honouring of Veterans of the Patriotic War

Independence Day of the State of Israel

Rosh Hashanah

“Authorial traditional Jewish classical music inmAenia” project
Festivals and exhibitions

Greek Community

Christmas Day

Greek Independence Day

The Genocide of Greeks of Pontos
Easter

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Day of Liberation of Greece from Fascism
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