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“Quote of 
the week”

“active contacts of 
the recent years have 
revealed a number of 

new directions for co-
operation, such as min-
ing, chemical industry, 
where, as you know, we 
have had considerable 

achievements“

tigran sargsyan
prime minister of ra

Upcoming Events

April 19:  “to the new econom-
ic perspectives in the armenian-
russian strategic relations“ Arme-
nian-russian interregional forum 
to be held in Yerevan    

April 24: Armenia marks the day 
of Armenian Genocide

JUNE 4: St. Petersburg’s Petrovsky 
stadium will host EUrO 2012 rus-
sia vs. Armenia 

Stepanakert airport 
opening planned in mid-
dle of Summer: photore-
port page 3

li ChangChun meetS 
armenian pm to diSCuSS 

bilateral tieS page 4
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at the invitation of the president of 
the republic of slovenia dani-

lo turk, president serzh sargsyan ar-
rived today to ljubljana on official visit.
after the official welcome ceremony 
for the president of armenia, presidents 
sargsyan and turk held a private meeting 
which was followed by the meeting in the 
extended format with the participation of 
the official delegations of the two states. 
the results of the negotiations were sum-
marized at the joint press conference of 
the presidents of armenia and slovenia.
“in the last year and half, we have man-
aged to accomplish considerable work 
aimed at the expansion of the field of our 
cooperation: a business forum was held in 
yerevan last year, a number of documents 
was signed, including those pertinent to 
economy. today they will be augmented 
by the memorandum on cooperation in 
the area of tourism. on this visit, i am ac-
companied by a group of businessmen who 
are now negotiating with their slovenian 
colleagues. i am hopeful that jointly taken 
steps will yield positive results in the end of 

this year,” president sargsyan said at the meet-
ing with journalists. he also spoke about cur-
rent regional problems, approaches and steps 
taken by armenia towards their resolution.
“recently, i heard a statement by the president 
of slovenia danilo turk that membership of 
croatia to the european union is very impor-
tant not only for croatia itself but also for slov-
enia and the entire european realm as well. i 
followed the statement with great attention and 
a bit of envy: these two neighboring countries 
used to have serious tension. however, they 
have been able to transcend rigid mindset and 
solve the problems in a civilized way, through 
the negotiations, taking into account common 
regional benefits. unfortunately, in our region 
the situation is somewhat different. evidently, 
for some countries advancement toward eu-
rointegration doesn’t necessarily signify a 
peaceful, prosperous, free and secure devel-
opment. one of our immediate neighbors has 
misapprehensions regarding the european way, 
perceiving the european realm exclusively as 
a convenient market for selling oil and gas. 
April 13-14, full story 2011 www.president.am

offiCial viSit of preSident Serzh 
SargSyan to the republiC of Slovenia
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• April 12: Kim Kardashian up-
set over use of her photo on Cos-
mopolitan Turkish edition cover

•	
• April 13:	 Turkey’s position 

on protocols remains unchanged
• 
• April 14: Massachusetts 

Governor named as “Friend 
of the Armenians” for 2011

•	
• April 15: Sen. Boxer once 

again calls on U.S. president to 
recognize Armenian Genocide

• 
• April 16: Hrachik Javakhyan 

named best boxer at Yerevan-
hosted international tournament

• 
• April17: Armenian astrono-

mers, journalists discuss sci-
ence journalism development

• 
• April 18: Boston International Film 

Festival to screen “My Uncle Rafael”

Headlines of 
tHe week
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a major progreSS iS expeCted in the fiSherieS SeCtor.

on april 13 the prime minister ti-
gran sargsyan visited “unifish” 

fish-breeding company in ranchpar 
community of ararat region. the 
head of the gov-
ernment toured the 
company, learned 
about the imple-
mentation process 
of the water meter 
installation instruc-
tions in the fish-
breeding sectors.
the prime minister 

was presented the production oppor-
tunities of the company, as well as the 
prospective development programs.
after the tour, answering the re-

porters’ questions, 
the prime minister 
noted that the ex-
port capacities of 
the fisheries sector 
will increase at least 
twice in 2011. the 
prime minister said 
that last year 400 
tones of fish products 

were exported last year, and this year it is expected to export at least 800 tones of fish.
“today, when we get acquainted with the plans and indexes of the fish-breed-
ing companies, we assume that it is possible for those volumes to be larger.”
speaking about the issue of installation of water meters in the fisheries sec-
tor, the prime minister said that the works of installing modern water me-
ters are in progress. “as a result both we and they will not be worried that 
the used water registration is implemented in a non appropriate way. having 
such a complex economy, the installation of the water meters is a necessity.“ 

April 13, 2011 www.gov.am

azerbaijan is an enemy of the civilization, 
scourge of civilization: azerbaijanis de-

stroy our monuments and attack first, samvel 
karapetyan, monument specialist, director of 
the research on armenian architecture ngo, 
said at a meeting with journalists adding that 
the destructive approach towards armenian 
monuments as a state one has been vivid in 
azerbaijan since the soviet period, when 
the labels of armenian monuments were 
veiled and the monuments were destroyed.
presenting the third issue of “vardzk” jour-
nal, which provides information on the state 
of the armenian monuments in azerbaijan, 
s. karapetyan noted that the very armenian 
monuments – chapels, churches, cemeteries 
with cross-stones – are endangered. the other 
monuments are mainly preserved, but the ar-
menian records on them are being removed.
photos of armenian historical monuments in 
azerbaijan are taken by non-armenians, for 
example, by belgian photographer frederic 
berlemont, besides azerbaijanis themselves 
agree to place photos at our disposal for great 
sums of money. the monument specialist in-
formed that the armenian monuments in az-
erbaijan were destroyed both during the war 
and after it and they were destroyed as well in 
areas, which were far from military zones, so 
the military actions cannot be a justification.

April 14, 2011 www.hhpress.am

AH

AH

armenia will continue to pro-
vide her support for the estab-

lishment of peace, security, stabil-
ity and internal solidarity in afghanistan
on april 14, the expanded meeting at the 
level of foreign ministers of the north at-
lantic council devoted to afghanistan took 
place in berlin. the foreign ministers of over 
five dozen countries, which are members of 
the nato and take part in the international 
forces in afghanistan, attended the meeting.
addressing a speech in the ministerial meet-
ing, edward nalbandian reaffirmed ar-
menia’s commitment to continue her con-
tribution to the efforts undertaken towards 
the establishment of peace, security, stabil-
ity and internal solidarity in afghanistan.
the armenian foreign affairs minister also 
expressed gratitude to the germ authori-
ties for the effective cooperation in the is-
sues related to the deployment and service 

of the armenian brigade in afghanistan.
edward nalbandian also met with chris-
toph heusgen, the chief foreign policy 
and security adviser of german chancel-
lor angela merkel. the sides had a thor-
ough talk on the ways for the further deep-
ening of the armenian-german friendly 
relations. they also discussed a wide 
range of international and regional issues.
the sides touched upon the process of imple-
menting the agreements reached during the 
visit of the armenian president serzh sargsyan 
to germany last year for giving a new content 
to the cooperation between the two countries.
the sides mutually mentioned that two 
countries established a high-level politi-
cal dialogue, effectively developing co-
operation in bilateral and multilateral 
formats, established a firm legal frame-
work; expand business contacts and coop-
eration in cultural and educational fields.
upon the request of christoph heus-
gen, minister nalbandian presented 
the recent developments in the settle-
ment of the nagorno-karabakh issue.
the next meeting of edward nalbandian 
was with his australian counterpart kevin 
rudd. the ministers stressed with satis-
faction that their meetings in the frames 
of international forums has become tra-
ditional and it is a good opportunity to 
discuss many issues of mutual interest.

April 14, 2011 full story www.mfa.am

the armenian foreign affairS miniSter edward nalban-
dian partiCipated in the expanded meeting of the north 
atlantiC CounCil devoted to afghaniStan Samvel karapetyan SayS 

azerbaijan enemy of 
Civilization



RES PUBLICA
ARMENIA HIGHLIGHTS

AH3

Stepanakert airport open-
ing planned in middle of 
Summer: photoreport

installation works are currently in progress 
at stepanakert airport, the head of 

nkr civil aviation department stated.
as david atbashyan told a panarme-
nian.net reporter, special attention is 
given to the concrete runway. “we’re tak-
ing our time to provide quality work. i 
believe the opening will take place in 
the middle of summer,” atbashyan said.
director of the state civil aviation ad-
ministration of azerbaijan arif mamma-
dov announced azerbaijan would shoot 
down the aircraft that would be landing at 
the stepanakert airport. the azeri side has 
already managed to complain to the interna-
tional civil aviation organization (icao).
azeri threats to shoot down planes bound 
for stepanakert will not frighten karabakh, 
according to the head of the central informa-
tion department at the office of the artsakh 
president. “the threats are a proof that me-
dieval psychology is prevalent in azerbai-
jan. those who issue them do not simply 
lack in self-possession, but openly sup-
port nazi values,” david babayan stressed.

April  12, 2011, www.panarmenian.net

on april 17, one week before the 
feast of the glorious resurrection 

of our lord Jesus christ, the armenian 
church celebrates the feast of palm sun-
day (tsakhkazard), celebrating the tri-
umphant entry of christ into Jerusalem.
the catholicos of all armenians 
karekin ii announced tsakhkazard 
as the day of the blessing of children.
Jesus comes into Jerusalem riding atop a 
donkey and the people gather to meet him 
with reverence, thus fulfilling the words 
of the prophet from the old testament.
the gospel of st. matthew, in relating the 
story, refers to the prophecy, “all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled, that which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying “tell the 
daughter of Zion, behold, your king is com-
ing to you! he is humble and sitting on an ass, 

armenian prime minister tigran 
sargsyan participated in a cer-

emonial session timed to the 10th an-

niversary of the armenian police.
having congratulated the police offic-
ers, the prime minister emphasized the 
importance of current police reforms, 
characterising them as a high priority 
on armenian government’s agenda.
as he stated, solution of the issues 
armenian police faces at present will 
help increase people’s trust for po-
lice, decreasing corruption risks and 
boosting the quality of service. ‘’the 
police proved their ability to discover 
and resolve those issues is a timely 
manner,’’ mr. sargsyan stressed.

April 15, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

prime miniSter CongratulateS armenian poliCe on 
10th anniverSary

armenian ChurCh CelebrateS feaSt of palm Sunday april 
17

armenian it managerS to be trained at Stanford 
univerSity

and a colt, the foal of an ass.” (mt 21:4-5).
on his arrival, a large crowd of people gath-
ers to greet him, and spread their cloaks 
on the road before him, while others cut 
branches from palm trees and place them 
on the path. the crowd exclaims: “ho-
sanna! blessed is the king of israel that 
comes in the name of the lord” (Jn 12:13).
on palm sunday, churches are decorated 
with branches from willow trees and palm 
trees. following a solemn morning service, 
the blessed branches are distributed to the 
faithful. this passage from the gospels re-
minds each of us about the coming of christ, 
and teaches us to live in a manner that can 
make us worthy to stand before the lord and 
exclaim: “hosanna (praise god)! blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the lord!” 

April 16, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

armenian diaspora ministry would 
have never allowed any corrup-

tion attempts, deputy diaspora minister 
stepan petrosyan stated, commenting on 
accusations of money laundering.
earlier, the executive director of one 
nation, one culture foundation tamar 
poghosyan accused the ministry of a 
money laundering attempt. “the di-
aspora minister disallowed the money 
allocated by the state budget to the foun-
dation from being spent in unproductive 
manner,” the deputy minister said, ex-
plaining the cause of ms. poghosyan’s 
claims and the stir that raised. as pet-
rosyan stated, ms. poghosyan concluded 
an amd 25 million contract for stage 
services within one nation, one culture 
festival framework.

April 18, 2011 
full story www.panarmenian.net

an annual contest for the best it 
sector manager was announced 

in armenia, with the 3 winners to be 
granted a possibility of study at u.s. 
stanford university, synopsys arme-
nia ceo hovik musayelyan stated.
as the representative of the armenian 
government vardan nikoyan said at 
government’s press center, the contest 
was organized under the aegis of prime 
minister tigran sargsyan. as nikoyan 
stressed, the it sector, announced as a 
priority sphere by the armenian gov-
ernment, is highly important in achiev-
ing economy growth.
vivacell-mts, the contest sponsor, 
provided a financing of amd 19 mil-

lion for the contest. the company 
ceo ralf yirikian emphasized the 
importance of the project, expressing 
hope for armenian it experts to use 
their knowledge in their native coun-
try. contest terms will be provided by 
sending a message at bestit@gov.am. 

April 18, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

diaSpora miniStry re-
SpondS to money laun-
dering aCCuSationS
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Six bankS Sign arme-
nia’s First trade Finance 
agreementS with adb

li spoke highly of the develop-
ment of bilateral relations. he 

said that cooperation of mutual ben-
efit between the two countries has 
been strengthened in various fields, 
especially in trade and the economy.
china has already become the sec-
ond-largest trading partner of ar-
menia, li said, adding that peo-
ple-to-people exchanges between 
armenia and china have also increased.
the senior official of the cpc (com-
munist party of china) expected that 
cultural and arts exchanges would be 
strengthened to boost mutual under-
standing and friendship of the two 
peoples next year when the countries 
mark the 20th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of diplomatic relations. 
li said that china will always stick 
to friendly cooperation on the ba-
sis of the five principles of peace-
ful coexistence. he said, too, that 
china believes that all countries, big 

the asian development bank (adb) on 
april 14 signed trade finance agreements 

with six banks in armenia, a move that is 
expected to further bolster the country’s 
trade sector and help ensure sustainable eco-
nomic growth in the central asian country. 
the trade finance agreements, the first 
signed by armenia’s banks with adb, 
were signed with ameriabank cJsc, 
anelik bank cJsc, ardshininvestbank 
cJsc, armeconombank oJsc, converse 
bank cJsc, and unibank armenia cJsc.
all the agreements were made under 
adb’s trade finance program which 
provides guarantees and loans through 
banks to facilitate international trade in 
adb’s developing member countries.
“the trade finance agreements are expected to 
promote the continued expansion of the trade 
sector, which is a key component of armenia’s 
economy, and this should translate to more 
jobs and steady economic expansion,” said 
lakshmi venkatachalam, adb’s vice-pres-
ident for private sector and cofinancing op-
erations who attended the signing ceremony.
armenia has emerged from the slump caused 
by the global financial crisis, with contribu-
tions from major exports such as copper, chem-
icals, and jewelry, and improved gains made 
by industry, construction, services, and remit-
tances aiding the country’s recovery last year.
adb is forecasting a gross domestic 
product growth of 4.0% this year, ac-
cording to its flagship asian develop-
ment outlook 2011 report released in early 
april. in 2010, the economy expanded 
2.1% after contracting 14.2% in 2009.
from the time it was launched in 2004 up to the 
end of 2010, the trade finance program has 
supported 2,433 international trade transac-
tions worth $5.2 billion in 14 asian countries.
in 2010 alone, the program supported 783 
transactions. out of the trade deals sup-
ported last year, 277 were conducted by 
small- and medium-sized enterprises.
adb — rated at triple a — plans to 
further expand the reach of the trade 
finance program in 2011 and 2012. 

April 14, 2010 www.finchannel.com

li ChangChun meetS armenian pm to diSCuSS bilater-
al tieS

or small, strong or weak, are equal 
and all have the right to choose 
ways of development in accordance 
with their respective status quo.
“china attaches great importance 
to the traditional friendship and 
friendly cooperation with arme-
nia,” li said, adding that china is 
willing to join hands with arme-
nia to promote the comprehensive 
development of bilateral relations.
li also briefed the armeni-
an prime minister about chi-
na’s 12th five-year plan.
sargsyan said that armenia also 
attaches great importance to rela-
tions with china and the two coun-
tries have been deepening politi-
cal mutual trust and bettering the 
foundation for further cooperation.
“there is no historical or contempo-
rary obstacle in the development of 
bilateral relations, so armenia hopes 
to tap further the potential in trade 
and economy in the armenia-china 
cooperation,” the prime minister said.
sargsyan listed some fields of priori-
ty for future cooperation between ar-
menia and china, including mining, 
chemicals, building materials, infra-
structure, hi-tech research and tourism.
after their meeting, the prime min-
ister and li witnessed the sign-
ing of an agreement on trade, 
economy and culture coopera-
tion between the two countries.

April 13, 2011 www.english.cntv.cn

turkey miSrepreSentS armenian genoCide

on the eve of april 24, day in com-
memoration of the armenian genocide 

in the ottoman empire, turkey spares no dip-
lomatic efforts to prevent third countries, par-
ticularly france and the united states, from 
recognizing the armenian genocide, an ex-
pert in turkic studies levon hovsepyan told 
journalists on monday. to achieve their goals 
the turkish authorities even resort to black-
mail, he said. hovsepyan added that turkey 
tries to present the armenian genocide as a 
psychological problem, and to convince that 
turkey itself suffered human losses in world 
war i. official ankara states that the prob-

lem could be resolved by means of a dialogue 
with armenia and the armenian diaspora. 
turkish fm ahmet davutoglu even “went 
to extremes” by saying that the problem can 
be resolved through establishing contacts with 
the armenian diaspora, said hovsepyan. da-
vutoglu also stated that the international com-
munity is using the armenian genocide as a 
chance to partition turkey. hovsepyan be-
lieves that under the circumstances, any talks 
about contacts with the armenian diaspora 
are illogical. “turkey simulates a discussion 
on the armenian genocide, however, it does 
not influence official anraka`s position,” the 
expert said. “turkey continues its blackmail 
policy. the turkish authorities use all possi-
ble means of exerting pressure to prevent the 
united states from recognizing the armenian 
genocide, and france from adopting a law 
punishing for denial of the armenian geno-
cide.”

April 11, 2011 www.europaplus.tv
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inmates in turkey’s prisons, includ-
ing recently arrested journalists ah-

met sik and nedim sener, have been 
unable to receive copies of the arme-
nian weekly agos because officials say 
it is published in a “foreign language.”
the two reporters filed a compliant about not 
receiving copies of the paper, which is pub-
lished partly in turkish and partly in armeni-
an, that had been sent to them at silivri prison.
administrators of the high-security facility 
responded to the complaint, explaining that, 
“the agos newspaper is listed among the 
publications banned by the Justice minis-
try, thus it cannot be brought into prisons.”

       "armenia highlights" is compiled in association with                           
       disclaimer: views expressed in "armenia highlights" do not necessarily reflect the views of the government 

       of armenia.

armenian newSpaper agoS banned from turkiSh 
priSon

 

azerbaijan’s president said that 
the international community 

should follow the libyan scenario 
and punish armenia for allegedly ad-
hering to un resolutions, a day before 
the osce minsk group co-chairmen 
kicked off another tour of the region.
in an interview with the russia-24 
tv, aliyev said that the un security 
council has adopted four resolutions 
“on withdrawal of armenian occupa-
tion troops from the azerbaijani terri-
tory, with none of them implemented.”
“when we see the un security coun-
cil’s resolutions put into practice just 
a few hours after they are approved, 
while resolutions on nagorno-ka-
rabakh have not been implemented 
for 17 or 18 years, a natural question 
arises: what is the reason for such ef-
ficiency and, on the other hand, pas-
sivity in our case?” added aliyev.
in drawing parallels between the 
karabakh conflict and un secu-
rity council actions against libya, 
is aliyev urging the international 
community to bomb karabakh?
in his interview, aliyev also called on 
russian president dmitry medvedev 
to play an active role in the process
“we hope for a more active involve-
ment by the mediators, particu-
larly the minsk group co-chairs 
and russia, as a regional country 
and our neighbor,” said aliyev.
the u.s., russian and french dip-
lomats co-chairing the osce minsk 
group met with armenian foreign 
minister edward nalbandian in yer-
evan at the start of their latest round 
of shuttle diplomacy. the armenian 
foreign ministry reported few de-
tails of the talks, reported rfe/rl.

April 11, 2011 full story 
www.asbarez.com         

iS aliyev Calling for 
aerial StrikeS againSt 
karabakh?

the Justice ministry said wednesday, 
however, that the paper is allowed in 
prison. the newspaper, which has been 
publishing for 15 years, was accepted 
into the parliament library last week.
“we have received complaints since 2008 
that agos was not being received by pris-
oners in tekirdag’s f-type prison. we 
even made news about this,” said the pa-
per’s editor-in-chief, roper koptas. “then 
we thought the ban had been lifted, as we 
were not receiving complaints anymore.”
this assumption was proven wrong when 
sik and sener did not receive the pa-
per, koptas said, adding that whether or 
not it is banned is prisons is still not clear. 
“we believe this is a big mistake,” he said.
after learning about the journalists’ fail-
ure to receive the newspaper, agos con-
tacted both the prison director and the 
chair of parliament’s human rights 
monitoring committee, Zafer Üskül, but 
failed to get a clear answer from either.

April 14, 2011 www.massispost.com

members of congress will be joined 
by human rights advocates and 

armenian americans from across the 
country in calling for u.s. support for a 
truthful and just resolution of the arme-
nian genocide at the annual capitol hill 
observance set to take place in the historic 
kennedy caucus room on april 13 from 
6-8:30 p.m., reported the armenian na-
tional committee of america (anca).
organized by the congressional caucus 
on armenian issues in cooperation with 
the embassy of armenia, office of the 
representative of nagorno karabakh 

and armenian american groups, the 
observance honors the victims and sur-
vivors of the armenian genocide and 
repeats the call on congressional lead-
ers and the obama administration to 
end u.s. complicity in turkey’s inter-
national campaign of genocide denial. 
now in its 17th year, the annual event 
has attracted hundreds of u.s. legisla-
tors and served as an important venue 
for armenian americans and human 
rights advocates to share with elected of-
ficials their expectation that u.s. policy 
rise above turkey’s threats and reflect 
the core values of the american people.
this year’s venue for the genocide 
observance is the kennedy caucus 
room, where some of the most historic 
of congressional hearings have been 
held—from the review of the sinking 
of the titanic in 1912 to senate con-
sideration of clarence thomas for the 
supreme court. sen. bob dole was 
honored by the anca at the genocide 
observance held in this room in 2001.

April 11, 2011 www.armenianweekly.com

memberS of CongreSS to mark genoCide at annual 
Capitol hill obServanCe


