
 ARMENIA HIGHLIGHTS
Weekly Digest of the Government of Armenia

THEMA
March 22-28, 2011 

“Quote of 
the week”

“The successful com-
pleTion of a number 

of reforms, especial-
ly elecToral reform, 
is essenTial To ensure 

genuinely demo-
craTic parliamenTary 

elecTions in 2012“

John prescoTT 
co-rapporTeurs pace

Upcoming Events
 
MARCH 31-ApRil1: president of 
Switzerland Micheline Calmy-Rey 
will visit to Armenia

ApRil 24: Armenia marks the day 
of Armenian Genocide

NOVEMBER 28-30: Catholi-
cos Karekin ii, Grand Mufti Al-
lahshukur pashazadeh may meet in 
Etchmiadzin  

Business registration: 
henceforth online and 
through one-stop-shop  

page 2

charles aznavour 

to Be honored in nY 
page 5
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•	 www.matenadaran.am

at the invitation of the president of the 
islamic republic of iran mahmoud 

ahmadinejad, president serzh sargsyan 
arrived today on a working visit to Tehran.
in the framework of the visit, the presi-
dent of armenia met with president mah-
moud ahmadinejad. first, serzh sargsyan 
congratulated the president of iri and the 
people of iran on the occasion of novruz 
and on behalf of the people of armenia 
and his own behalf conveyed warm wishes.
in the course of the meeting, presidents 
sargsyan and ahmadinejad discussed is-
sues related to the mutually beneficial bi-
lateral cooperation and strengthening of 
good-neighborly relations. The presidents 
highlighted, in particular, importance of 
cooperation in the energy, transport, culture 
and some other areas and the program of the 
construction of the iran-armenia railroad.
after the meeting with the president of 
iran, president serzh sargsyan together 
with other leaders, who have arrived to 
Tehran, at the Vahdat compound par-
ticipated at the celebrations of novruz 
and made a congratulatory statement.

*** 
President Serzh Sargsyan’s state-
ment at the novruz celebrations

distinguished president of the islamic repub-
lic of iran, excellencies,
eminent participants of the celebrations:
i am happy to be here, at this beauti-
ful and truly emblematic event of the sec-
ond international celebration of novruz.
for thousands of years, every spring 
Novruz – a beautiful holiday of kind tra-
ditions and rituals - is being celebrated in 
our region, bringing together different na-
tions in a warm and friendly environment.
The very word novruz has a special meaning; 
it means “a new day” which heralds the advent 
of spring and awakening of life. These days 
the nature rouses from sleep and everything 
starts all over again. This is how the iranian 
people, who represent an ancient civilization, 
picture and appreciate the eternity of life. for 
many and many nations spring signifies be-
ginning, and the advent of spring opens a new 
page in life. This is a beautiful holiday – it 
expresses harmony of human life and nature. 

continuation on the 2nd  page

Working visit of president serzh 
sargsYan to iran
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•	 MARCH	 22:	 “Lost	 and	 Found	 in	
Armenia”	 feature	 film	 to	 be	 shot

•	
•	 MARCH 23: Armenian gov-

ernment to tackle      rural ar-
eas	 development	 problems

•	
•	 MARCH 23:	 Strategic De-

fense	 Review	 results	 to	 be	 sub-
mitted Armenian president

•	
•	 MARCH 24:  Yerevan to host 

“Italy	 and	 Armenia:	 a	 Project	
for	 Cooperation”	 workshop

•	
•	 MARCH 25:	 Armenia’s	 lead-

ing gold mining company con-
tinues its technical upgrading

•	
•	 MARCH 28: Darchniyan gets 

chance	 to	 win	 his	 IBO	 ban-
tamweight	 world	 title	 back

•	
•	 MARCH 28: Armenia, iran explore 

ways	 to	 boost	 industrial	 cooperation	 

Headlines of 
tHe week
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Business registration: henceforth online and through one-stop-
shop

prime minister Tigran sargsyan 
called at the newly opened cent-

er of State Register’s Legal Persons 
agency of the ministry of Justice of 
the republic of ar-
menia. cutting off 
the symbolic rib-
bon, the prime min-
ister took a walk 
round the premises 
getting acquaint-
ed with the cent-
er’s possibilities.
following the re-

forms carried out by the government, 
the one-stop-shop principle has been 
introduced. as a result, the citizens 
will no longer have to turn to several 

agencies in order to 
collect the required 
documentation. The 
new system fea-
tures a one-stop-
shop business reg-
istration facility.
according to Ti-
gran sargsyan, 
the launch of 

the program was announced as early as last year while stating justice 
ministry’s priority tasks: “Henceforth the process of enterprise registra-
tion will be carried out within 15 minutes. The online mode of registra-
tion will allow armenian citizens to register their business without hav-
ing to visit an agency,” the head of government noticed by thanking 
the european union and the asian development bank for assistance.
as he said, several organizations have cooperated to give effect to this 
business-friendly program: “From now on six public agencies’ databases 
will be compatible. The experts in attendance can compare them and make 
sure that no extra effort will be required from our citizens,” the Prime Min-
ister emphasized and added, “It will provide a better environment for do-
ing business in the republic of armenia considering that enterprise reg-
istration is just what any citizen does to start up a business activity.”
chief of government staff david sargsyan provided some background de-
tails. speaking about the system of electronic registration, david sargsyan 
advised that besides the introduction of the one-stop-shop principle, the re-
form permits online registration of businesses via the www.e-register.am 
website. “Now you can file an application from your home PC. In this way, 
the process of registration will take you far less time than before covering 
both the limited liability companies and the self-employed which make up 
about 97% of the total number of applicants,” David Sargsyan emphasized.
during the presentation, online processing of application 
was offered to one llc and one self-employed businessman.

March 25, 2011 www.gov.am

***
it also plays a unique role for the enhance-
ment of human contacts and ties and, in 
general, for the strengthening of peace 
and peaceful coexistence. great potential 
of solidarity, friendship and unanimity is 
also manifested by this gathering at Vah-
dat – this marvelous hall named Unity.
 This great holiday with rich traditions was not 
lost for the international community. recog-
nition of novruz by the general assembly 
of the united nations and its inclusion on 
the list of non-material human heritage by 
unesco testify to it. Thanks to the initiative 
and efforts undertaken by the iranian govern-
ment headed by president ahmadinejad a 
year ago, today we have an opportunity to 
meet, converse and wish each other all the 
best, celebrating all human and universal that 
unites us. This gathering is yet another nice 
manifestation of the dialogue of civilizations, 
intercultural cooperation and understanding. 
The ritual of spring awakening is close to ours, 
Armenians hearts. Tyarendaraj – Candlemas 
day, which is one of the oldest armenian holi-
days, is traditionally celebrated on february 14. 
Even though it’s a winter holiday, on that day the 
spring is in the air, and according to the ancient 
beliefs of our forefathers, the holiday mitigates 
the cold and serves as a precursor of spring. The 
holiday symbolizes light, warmth, youth, love, 
fertility and brings blessings to the newly-weds.

March 27, 2011 
full story www.president.am
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at the end of a two-day visit to yer-
evan, the monitoring co-rappor-

teurs for armenia of the parliamentary 
assembly of the council of europe 
(pace), John prescott (united King-
dom, soc) and axel fischer (germa-
ny, epp/cd) have welcomed the sig-
nificant number of reforms with regard 
to the police, judiciary and election 
framework that were initiated by the 
authorities to address the recommenda-
tions made in the wake of the march 
2008 events by, among others, pace 
and the national assembly of armenia.
at the same time they stressed that the 
many concepts developed should now 
be translated into draft legislation and 
concrete policies in order the implement 
the reforms needed for the country.
“The successful completion of a number 

of reforms, especially electoral reform, 
is essential to ensure genuinely demo-
cratic parliamentary elections in 2012,” 
said the rapporteurs, highlighting the 
importance of these elections for the 
democratic development of the country.
While welcoming the progress made 
by the authorities since their last visit, 
the rapporteurs also noted that there 
are still a number of outstanding issues 
related to the march 2008 events that 
need to be addressed. “The ongoing de-
tention of persons for their role in the 
march 2008 events, as well as the lack 
of a proper inquiry into the causes of the 
10 casualties that occurred during these 
events continue to poison the political 
environment in Armenia,” they said.

March 24, 2011 www.armradio.am

pace rapporteurs for armenia Welcome progress in re-
form implementation
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ArmeniA to continue constructing its nPP’s new energy 
unit

spain goes contrarY to ep 
recognition of armenian 
genocide

The spanish parliament overruled a petition 
regarding the recognition of the armenian 

genocide committed by Turkey between 1915 
and 1923. The votes from the psoe, pp, ciu 
and upn paralyzed the motion presented by 
independentists (erc) and nationalists (pnV).
in relation to this matter, the armenian na-
tional committee of spain made the follow-
ing considerations: - president rodriguez 
Zapatero presented the alliance of civiliza-
tions to united nations in 2004. We believe 
asking Turkey to assume their responsibil-
ity of the armenian genocide falls within 
the context of this proposal, and by overrul-
ing the petition of recognition of the ar-
menian genocide, the spanish parliament 
has invalidated this alliance. also, Turkey 
who had accepted this alliance, contradicts 
it by refusing to recognize the genocide.
- in relation to the statement which declares 
that there are other priorities on the politi-
cal agenda with armenia, we would like to 
point out that most of the problems which 
armenia encounters at the moment are di-
rectly related to Turkey not assuming their 
historical responsibilities toward the arme-
nian people. The solution to the nagorno-
Karabakh’s conflict is connected to this 
matter, a condition that Turkey imposed on 
armenia for the signing of the 2009 protocols.
- Turkey and azerbaijan continue with their 
anti-armenian policy with the closing of their 
borders imposed by Turkey, which prevents 
the development of armenia and the sys-
tematic destruction of cultural and religious 
monuments of nakhichevan (azerbaijan).

March 26 2011, www.panarmenian.net

armenian prime minister Ti-
gran sargsyan said that safe-

ty of the armenian nuclear power 
plant (npp) is in the focus of the 
Armenian government’s attention.
The earthquake and tsunami in Japan 
that crippled fukushima-1 Japanese 
npp have again drawn attention to the 
Armenian NPP’s reliability and safety, 
sargsyan said during a governmen-
tal hour in the armenian parliament.
“Relevant instructions were given to 
the armenian minister of energy and 
natural resources. i assure you that les-
sons of the earthquake in Japan will be 
taken into consideration and safety of 
all infrastructures will be secured dur-
ing construction of the Armenian NPP’s 
new energy unit,” said Mr. Sargsyan.

according to him, nuclear power plants 
of new generation have higher level of 
safety and all risks are minimized at them.
sargsyan stated that construction of 
the new energy unit will continue 
with consideration of safety matters.
besides that armenian prime min-
ister Tigran sargsyan said that the 
world community should tell the par-
ties to the Karabakh conflict that if 
one of them uses force for its resolu-
tion, the world community’s reac-
tion will be definite and immediate.
“The world community should send 
a clear message to the parties to the 
conflict that there is no alternative to 
the conflict’s peace resolution, and if 
one of the parties uses force, the world 
community’s reaction will be definite 
and immediate. in my opinion, adop-
tion of a similar communiqué by the 
world community would contribute 
to peace negotiations on Karabakh,” 
sargsyan said during a governmen-
tal hour in the armenian parliament.
according to sargsyan, international or-
ganizations should also clarify what kind 
of measures and sanctions these struc-
tures will apply towards the state, which 
violates the principle of non-use of force.  

March 23, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

situation in damascus 
calm, armenian commu-
nitY under no threat

The situation in damascus in calm, armenian 
community is under no threat, representa-

tive of Syria’s Armenian community, member 
of Arabian Writers’ Union Nora Arisian said.
as she told a panarmenian.net reporter, 
the community representatives have no in-
tention to leave Syria. “We’re aware that 
governmental reforms are soon to be ex-
pected, with a better atmosphere to follow. 
nothing will change for armenians in this 
case, we live peaceful lives and are support-
ing President Bashar al-Assad,” Arisian said.
armenians in syria have a school, operating 
churches, social organization, the privileges 
being restricted to armenian community only 
out of other national minorities in the country. 
currently 100 000 armenians reside in syria. 
March 28, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

activists from across califor-
nia will join the armenian na-

tional committee of america-West-
ern region and the california state 
legislature in commemorating the 
96th anniversary of the armenian 
genocide at the state capitol in 
sacramento on Thursday, april 14.
The day’s events will include an Ad-
vocacy day where activists will visit 
various legislators’ offices to advo-
cate issues of interest to the armenian 

american community in california, 
as well as the public unveiling of an 
exhibit in the state capitol rotunda 
about the near east relief foundation.
“The annual Armenian Genocide 
commemoration reaffirms califor-
nia’s commitment to combating gen-
ocide and its denial while providing 
armenian americans an opportunity 
to connect with representatives and 
engage the political process,” said 
raffi l. Kassabian, anca-Wr cali-
fornia state affairs committee chair.
The armenian genocide will be 
commemorated in both the cali-
fornia state senate and assembly 
chambers during which the legis-
lature will vote on resolutions com-
memorating the armenian genocide.
March 23, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

sacramento to host commemoration of 96th anni-
versarY of armenian genocide april 14
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russiA’s sukhoi suPerjet 100 
to make first passenger 
flight on april 12

ifc, a member of the World bank 
group, helped the armenian govern-

ment launch the first one stop shop for 
business registration, which will ease busi-
ness entry, reduce administrative burden 
on businesses, and boost economic growth.
With advice from the ifc, the armenian 
government amended the legislation that 
streamlines procedures for registration 
of legal entities and individual entrepre-
neurs. The one stop shop, launched within 
the ministry of Justice on march 10, will 
streamline start-up procedures for new 
businesses, reducing the business registra-
tion process by approximately two weeks.  
“The Government of Armenia highly values 
IFC’s contribution to the process of creating 
a stronger business entry legislative frame-
work and strengthening investor promotion 
and protection in the country,” said Karine 

russia’s Sukhoi Superjet 100 pas-
senger airliner will carry out its 

first passenger flight from Armenia’s 
capital of yerevan to moscow on april 
12, officials in Russia’s Far Eastern 
Khabarovsk Territory said on Wednesday.
The flight will take place on the 50th an-
niversary of the day that yury gagar-
in became the first man in space.
The first sukhoi superjet 100 aircraft 
was bought by Armenia’s Armavia air-
line, Khabarovsk Territory governor 
Vyacheslav shport said during a meet-
ing with Armenia’s ambassador to Russia 
oleg yesayan in Khabarovsk on Tuesday.
The superjet 100 is a family of medi-
um-haul passenger aircraft developed 
by sukhoi in cooperation with u.s. and 
european aviation corporations, includ-
ing boeing, snecma, Thales, messier 
dowty, liebherr aerospace and honey-
well. The aircraft is capable of carrying 
75-98 passengers up to 4,400 kilometers.
sukhoi plans to manufacture at least 700 
superjet 100s and intends to sell 35 per-
cent of them to north america, 25 per-
cent to europe, 10 percent to latin amer-
ica, and 7 percent to russia and china.
sukhoi currently has at least 122 firm 
orders for its superjet 100 airliners.

March 23, 2010 www.rian.ru

ifc helps armenia launch one-stop-shop to ease 
Business entrY and spur economY

minasyan, deputy minister of economy of 
Armenia. “The Doing Business reform team 
of the ministry of economy, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Justice and IFC’s 
team, put every effort to promote the one 
stop shop system, which is very important 
to promote economic growth in Armenia.”
“New simplified business start-up proce-
dures and improved customer service will 
enable armenian businesses to save signifi-
cant time and resources,” said Arsen Nazar-
yan, ifc armenia regulatory simplification 
– Doing Business Reform Project Manager.
The ifc armenia regulatory simplification 
– Doing Business Reform Project supports 
small and medium-sized businesses by pro-
viding advice to the armenian government 
on improving the investment climate. ifc is 
implementing the project in partnership with 
the austrian ministry of finance, netherlands 
ministry for development cooperation, lux-
emburg ministry of finance, and the consor-
tium of commercial promotion of catalonia.
since armenia became a member of ifc in 
1995, ifc has invested $110 million in 24 
projects across the industry spectrum includ-
ing financial markets, general manufacturing, 
energy, mining and chemicals. ifc advisory 
services provide advice through projects 
focusing on the financial sector, sustain-
able energy, and regulatory simplification. 

March 25 2011, www.ifc.org

armenian genocide museum case grinds on at great cost

a legal fight over a proposed armenian 
genocide museum and memorial has 

now cost museum backers well more than 
$1 million, and the expenses keep rising. 
This week, attorneys for the retired busi-
nessman who won a lawsuit to reclaim the 
museum site near the White house asked 
for $2.8 million in fees, plus additional 
sanctions. The money would come from 
the nonprofit organization established to 
build the museum, which lost the lawsuit. 
all of which seriously clouds the muse-
um's future.
"hopefully, the judge will resolve this case 
quickly," John b. Williams, the winning at-
torney, who represents retired businessman 
and philanthropist gerard cafesjian, said 
friday. "i want this case to be over."
but inevitably, as u.s. district Judge col-
leen Kollar-Kotelly predicted last year, 
"this is not going to be simple." attorney 
eric i. abraham, who represents the muse-
um and the armenian assembly of amer-
ica, charged that cafesjian is trying to un-
dermine the project by squeezing money 
from it. "it shows his desire to impover-

ish the museum and make sure it's never 
built," abraham said friday. The proposed 
50,000-square-foot facility would com-
memorate the horrific events of 1915-23, 
when the ottoman empire slaughtered ar-
menians. The museum site is a four-story 
national bank of Washington building, 
two blocks from the White house.
first mentioned in the 1990s, the pro-
posed museum is described by backers 
as "the premier institution in the united 
states dedicated to educating american 
and international audiences about the ar-
menian genocide." museum fundraising 
has targeted armenian-americans, who 
are heavily concentrated in regions that 
include boston, michigan and california's 
san Joaquin Valley. This week, attorneys 
filed under court seal a list of all the mu-
seum donors since 2006.in January, after 
extended litigation, Kollar-Kotelly ruled 
that the proposed museum site belonged to 
cafesjian. he and the armenian assembly 
of america had worked together on the 
museum before they had a falling out.

March 25, 2011 
full story www.miamiherald.com

The World bank on Wednesday said 
that the annual inflation for armenia 

this year would be in the range of the gov-
ernment's prediction.
Jean-michel happi, World bank country 
manager for armenia, told a press confer-
ence in yerevan that the annual inflation in 
armenia would meet its target range of 4 
percent plus a margin of plus 1.5 percent in 
adjustment with a gross domestic product 
growth at,between 4 percent and 5 percent.

March 24, 2011 

Full	story	www.english.peopledaily.com.cn	

armenian inflation for 
2011 within Prediction - 
World Bank
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mark friday evening, may 20 on your 
calendars. it marks an extraordinary 

event, sponsored by the fund for armenian 
relief (far), celebrating both the 20th an-
niversary of Armenia’s independence, as 
well as one of the world’s greatest singers, 
showmen, songwriters, and philanthropists, 
Charles Aznavour. He is also Armenia’s am-
bassador to Switzerland, Armenia’s perma-
nent delegate to the united nations in geneva, 
and french ambassador-at large to armenia.
liza minnelli to introduce aznavour
The gala tribute will take place at New York’s 
elegant cipriani Wall street venue, located at 
55 Wall street, with a reception starting at 
7 p.m. and dinner with a special program at 
8 p.m. introducing aznavour will be famed 
singer liza minnelli, and master of ceremo-
nies will be well-known actor eric bogosian, 
both of whom are some of the many dignitar-
ies and friends of the honoree on the hon-
orary committee of Tribute to aznavour. 
other known personalities on the committee 
include songwriter sir elton John, singer ce-
line dion, film producer atom egoyan, and 
the ambassadors of france and armenia to 
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charles aznavour to Be honored in nY
 

armenia and Karabakh were featured, 
for the second consecutive year, at 

the los angeles Times Travel and ad-
venture show, which took place over the 
weekend at the la conventions center.
The participation of armenia and Ka-
rabakh was organized by Armenia’s 
consulate general to los angeles. 
The show, which was attended by tens 
of thousands of people, brought to-
gether representatives from all over 
the world that featured tourist at-
tractions unique to their countries.
armenia and the nagorno-Karabakh 
republic (artsakh) were in one pavil-
ion, which featured large photographs 
of landscapes and touristic destinations.
representatives from armenia 
and the nagorno-Karabakh re-
public were on hand to address 
visitors’ questions, as were Arme-
nian travel and tourism agencies.
los angeles Times publisher, eddy 
Hartenstein, welcomed Armenia’s and 
Karabakh’s participation in this defini-
tive tourism expo, adding that just as 
last year, the armenian pavilion, with 
its beautiful displays, is one of the 
more eye-catching corners of the show.
“As a news organization, we are very 
grateful that all cultures of the di-
verse city are represented here, among 
them the armenians. This is truly a 
unique opportunity get to know each 
other and learn about new cultures,” 
hartenstein said in a conversation 
with Armenia’s Consul General to 
los angeles, grigor hovhannesyan.
The “Vartan and Siranoush 
Gevorkyan” and the “Zvarnots” 
dance ensembles performed dur-
ing the expo’s cultural program. 

March	23,	2011	www.asbarez.com									

armenia and karaBakh 
featured at la times 
travel shoWthe united states and the united nations.

The evening’s proceeds will benefit the disad-
vantaged elderly people of armenia, includ-
ing the Vanadzor old age home in armenia, 
a loving, nurturing refuge for older armeni-
ans who have no other means of support. The 
Vanadzor home was started by aznavour, 
who personally requested far to assume 
responsibility for its upkeep and operation.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of 
the unique collaboration between “Azna-
vour Pour L’Armenie” and FAR. “FAR 
and aznavour share the same mission of 
working to have armenia become a pros-
perous, democratic country insuring a 
comfortable life for its people,” said FAR 
executive director garnik nanagoulian.
“I have the guts to do anything,” Charles 
aznavour said to me in one of my several 
exclusive interviews with him. and that has 
been the motto of his extraordinarily success-
ful life and career. he has sold 100 million al-
bums, composed about 1,000 songs, and act-
ed in 60 films. in addition, his philanthropic 
work has been prolific in helping the people 
of armenia since the 1988 tragic earthquake.
he was born shahnour Vaghenag aznavour-
ian 87 years ago in paris of armenian par-
ents who opened their own restaurant the 
day he was born. When World War ii came, 
Aznavour’s father joined the French Army 
and his parents closed the restaurant. raised 
in an atmosphere of “music, love, and pov-
erty,” Aznavour was encouraged to entertain.  
March 28, 2011 www.armeniaweekly.com

on friday, the 25th of march, a confer-
ence-debate on “Peace and Security 

in the caucasus: What is the future of the 
Region?” was organized by France’s Social 
democrat hunchakian party and the arme-
nian council of europe.dedicated to the 20th 
anniversary of Armenia’s independence, the 
conference was held at France’s National 
assembly (the lower house of parliament of 
france). The conference featured well known 
intellectuals including; economics professor 
Gérard Ashdjian, president of “Deynergies” 
and former president of “GDF International” 
Jacques deyirmendjian, doctor of geopo-
litical sciences, professor of international 
relations in the “ESG Paris” Frederick Ansel, 
doctor of political sciences Talin papazyan, 
the former armenian deputy defense minis-

ter, and current sd hunchakian party central 
committee member Vahan shirkhanyan and 
a researcher at the french institute of geo-
politics Julien Zarifyan. The conference at-
tendees and participants were greeted by mr. 
arman Tosun who gave the welcoming ad-
dress on behalf of the conference’s organiz-
ing committee. representative and mayor of 
Issy-les-Moulineaux, Hauts-de-Seine, André 
santini welcomed the conference and con-
gratulated ace on taking on such an impor-
tant subject matter. a message of encourage-
ment and congratulations was read on behalf 
of the Vice-chairman of the foreign affairs 
committee in the national assembly; depu-
ty François Rochebloine. 

March 25, 2011, 
full story www.massispost.com

sdhP And Ace orgAnize conference on “PeAce And security 
in the cAucAsus” At french nAtionAl Assembly


