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“Quote of 
the week”

“Forums, like 
Bridge” economic 

forum, Bring to-
gether intellectu-
als who try to an-

ticipate and defy 
challenges in the 

modern world.“

tigran sargsyan
prime minister of ra

Upcoming Events
 

MARCH 5: President Serzh Sarg-
syan will meet with Ilham Aliev in 
Sochi

MARCH 8: International Women’s 
Day to be marked in Armenia

ArmeniAn Pm suggest 
trAnsformAtion of 
society    PAge 3

nAgorno-KArAbAKh 
conflict cAn be re-
solved by referendum 
page 4

USEFUL LINKS
•	 www.president.am

•	 www.gov.am

•	 www.parliament.am

•	 www.mfa.am

•	 www.armenpress.am

•	 www.panarmenian.net

•	 www.matenadaran.am

on february 25, st. peters-
burg hosted a meeting of rus-

sian and armenian presidents dmit-
ry medvedev and serzh sargsyan.
the leaders of the two countries re-
fused to make a statement before the 
start of negotiations. “it’s actions, not 
words, that matter,” medvedev said.
the meeting continued behind closed 
doors, probably, focusing on bilat-
eral relations and current interna-
tional issues, russian media reports.
armenian and russian presidents 
mixed their places during a ceremo-
nial photo session in saint petersburg.
Journalists noted that serzh sarg-
syan stood at the russian flag, while 
dmitry medvedev was at the arme-
nian one. replying to journalists’ re-
marks, medvedev said jokingly that 
this is the “evidence of strategic re-
lations” between the two countries.
during a meeting in saint petersburg, 
armenian president serzh sargsyan 
and his russian counterpart dmitry 

medvedev said they praise the two countries’ 
cooperation based on strategic partnership.
the presidents discussed collaboration of 
the two countries in various fields, referring 
also to regional and international problems, 
the ra presidential press service reported.
regular meetings of russian and arme-
nian presidents promote the development 
of partnership between the two coun-
tries, according to the head of the ad-
ministration of the president of russia.
“frequency of meetings and in-depth dis-
cussion of urgent issues increase our focus 
on active work,” sergei naryshkin said.
10 medvedev- sargsyan meet-
ings have been organized over the 
year of 2010, itar-tass reported.
the oncoming meeting will take 
place on the threshold of direct sarg-
syan-aliyev talks on Karabakh con-
flict settlement due march 5 in sochi.
on february 25, armenian presi-
dent serzh sargsyan arrived in 
st. petersburg on a working visit.
February 25, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

russiA-ArmeniA PresidentiAl meetings 
Promote PArtnershiP develoPment
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• FebRuARy 22: Armenian Ambas-
sador to Lebanon meets with rep-
resentatives of Armenian parties

•	
• FebRuARy 23:	Fortune Oil to invest 

$500mln in Armenia’s mining industry
• 
• FebRuARy 24:  Sergei Mi-

kaelyan makes it to World 
Ski Championship finals

•	
• FebRuARy 25: Rally to commem-

orate Sumgait massacre to be held 
at Azerbaijani embassy in Athens

• 
• FebRuARy 26: PanARMeNIAN 

Photo exhibit opens in yerevan
• 
• FebRuARy 28: Case on Sum-

gait massacre resumed in baku
•   
• FebRuARy 28: Azerbai-

jan uses large-caliber weapons 
to fire upon Karabakh positions

Headlines of 
tHe week
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sociAlly-oriented decisions PrevAil

a cabinet sitting was held today under the chair-
manship of prime minister tigran sargsyan
the cabinet backed the procedure to follow 
in extending treasury loans to citizens for 
customs clearance purposes for such means 
of transportation im-
ported under the tempo-
rary import regime. to 
this end, the ministry of 
finance was allocated 
amd 300mn to be 
supplemented if neces-
sary. prime minister 
tigran sargsyan ad-
vised to have received 

a strict presidential assignment to develop 
a socially-oriented package in order to al-
leviate the problems faced by our citizens 
amid the high inflation-dominated post-crisis 
situation in the country. the government 

has the duty of assist-
ing the vulnerable, as 
well as the ones facing 
temporary hardships.
the meeting endorsed 
a bill amending the 
law on temporary dis-
ability benefits to cope 
with the problems 
faced while grant-

ing, calculating and paying out such benefits. the prime minister reminded that 
the government had promised to look into the matter once again with the stake-
holders, and that the problem would be settled definitively under the new bill.
the ministry of agriculture was allocated amd 538295.4 thousand to be transferred to seed 
agency snco for the procurement of elite spring hybrid barley-corn seeds of first reproduction 
from abroad. the cabinet next approved a corn production development program which implies 
import of 63 tons of high-grade corn seeds from abroad for transfer to specialized entities in ar-
menia. either the above two decisions were described as socially-oriented by tigran sargsyan 
considering that at this point of time there are some 18.000 program beneficiaries nationwide.
the government invalidated a previous decree to call off the mandatory over-
haul requirement for agricultural machinery. according to tigran sargsyan, ei-
ther this decision will be viewed favorably in the countryside because the farm-
ers will no longer have to spend extra time and money on overhaul purposes.
the government decided to recognize as bad and write off such outstanding amounts in irriga-
tion fees as have been accumulated with the water users over time. an order has been established 
to that effect. in the words of the prime minister, this is a strong support for our water users and 
may address a serious welfare problem. however, the decision will not affect the running arrears.
the government decided to set up a spiritual-cultural public tV compa-
ny closed joint stock company with 100000 dram statutory capital correspond-
ing to 100 ordinary shares of amd 1000 nominal value. the public tV and ra-
dio company Board will be entrusted with the management of the public stake. 

February 24, 2011 full story www.gov.am

About 170 cases of ceasefire vio-
lation were registered at the 

line of contact between the armed 
forces of nagorno Karabakh and 
azerbaijan on february 21-26.
according to the information and 
propaganda department of the nKr 
ministry of defense, the rival shot 
more than 1 400 times in the di-
rection of the armenian positions 
from weapons of different calibers.
the front troops of the defense army 
took appropriate measures to pres-
sure the activeness of the enemy. 
February 28, 2011 www.armradio.am

ceAsefire violAted About 
170 times over the weeK

AH

president serzh sargsyan received 
today the eu special representa-

tive for the south caucasus peter 
semneby who has arrived to arme-
nia to bid farewell. president sarg-
syan praised semneby's input to the 
strengthening of the relations between 
armenia and european union. “i be-
lieve our relations and political dia-
logue with the eu started to strengthen 

thanks also to your efforts, the moment 
you assumed the post of the eu rep-
resentative for the south caucasus, ” 
said the president of armenia. peter 
semneby thanked president sargsyan 
for appreciating his work and noted that 
during five years of his tenure he held 
numerous productive meetings with 
serzh sargsyan. from the viewpoint of 
the works accomplished by him in this 
period, peter semneby stressed prima-
rily the importance of the decision to 
start in may 2009 negotiations with 
the three south caucasus states over 
the association agreement, which ac-
cording to the eu special representa-
tive, is a future-defining document for 
armenia which has chosen the road of 
eurointegration.

February 24, 2011 www.hhpress.am

President sArgsyAn received the eu sPeciAl rePre-
sentAtive for the south cAucAsus Peter semneby
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ArmeniAn economy minister forecAsts significAnt in-
creAse in exPort volume in 2011

ArmeniAn Pm suggest trAns-
formAtion of society

Armenia’s prime minister tigran sargsyan 
hails the idea of creating ‘armenian davos’.

speaking to journalists on the sidelines 
of the 8th international Bridge 2011 eco-
nomic forum in tsaghkadzor, the pm 
said that the forum focuses on ideas 
which can receive future development.
“it’s important, as the participants can share 
their experience and vision of measures to 
be taken to overcome the global economic 
recession,” he said, adding that the goal of 
the event is not only attraction of invest-
ments and organization of discussions.
Justifying its name – ‘armenian davos’, the 
8th international Bridge 2011 economic fo-
rum serves as a place for meeting and open 
dialogue of politicians, authorities’ repre-
sentatives, industrialists and entrepreneurs, 
scientists and public activists from arme-
nia and foreign countries. the participants 
discuss possible scenarios of armenia’s 
economic development and elaboration of 
a united economic strategy for develop-
ment. this year the forum focuses on mac-
roeconomic stability in post-crisis world.
the event is organized through the of-
ficial support of the ra ministry 
of economy and foreign ministry. 
the global crisis is not only econom-
ic, it’s also a crisis of transf ormation 
of the old society into a new one, ac-
cording to armenian prime minister.
in his opening remarks at the 8th international 
Bridge 2011 economic forum in tsaghkadzor, 
tigran sargsyan said, “we can’t state that 
the economic crisis has been overcome, what 
is proved by various international experts.”
he informed that the government examines 
the experience of other countries to draw up 
a program for the next 10-15 years. “i would 
like to witness knowledge-based economy 
in armenia. to this end, the government 
should promptly react to all what’s happen-
ing around and develop a new scheme to 
keep in contact with the public,” the pm said.
for his part, chairman of the union of manu-
factures and Businessmen of armenia ar-
sen ghazaryan said that this year’s forum 
hosts more guests, including delegations 
from poland, ukraine, russia and austria.
“we have to understand how economy 
should in the post-crisis period,” he said.

February 12 2011, www.panarmenian.net

Baku.am weBsite on Baku’s armenian community 
history Presented in yerevAn

chairman of the agrarian peasant 
union of armenia (apua) hra-

chya Berberyan said that weather con-
ditions in 2011 are favorable for arme-
nia’s agriculture compared to last year, 
when 14.5% drop was recorded in the 
field.
prices for fruits should be lower this 
year, depending on other factors as 
well, Berberyan told a panarmeni-
an.net reporter.
Berberyan noted that prices for tomato 
will be twice cheaper in 2011 in arme-
nia compared to 2010, as tomato seeds 
for 500ha were distributed by apua 
among farmers.
according to him, prices for cucumber 

will also decrease in 2011, due to the 
same reason.

February  25, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

weather conditions in 2011 favoraBle for armenia’s 
Agriculture

Armenian economy minister ti-
gran davtyan forecasts sig-

nificant increase in export volume 
and economy stabilization in 2011.
as the minister stated at tsaghkadzor-
hosed economic forum, January 2011 
results, as well as positive expecta-
tions of foreign investors and arme-
nian entrepreneurs testify to the fact.
“currently, the ministry is cooperat-
ing with local entrepreneurs in about 50 
projects. should even the 2/3 of them be 
launched within a year, we won’t be wait-
ing long for positive changes,” he said. 

February  26, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

Armenian genocide museum 
hosted www.baku.am website 

presentation on february 23.
as museum director hayk demoyan 
stated at the presentation, the trilin-
gual website covers the social, politi-
cal, cultural and business life of the 
armenian community in Baku.
“the website aims at providing az-
erbaijan’s youth with alternative in-
formation on the history of Baku, 
where anti-armenian agitation for-
bids mention of the role of armeni-
ans in the history of azerbaijan,” he 
stressed.

in no way does the website mean to 
promote interethnic hatred, being the 
reflection of true facts proved by ver-
ified foreign sources, demoyan said.
separate section is dedicated to pho-
tographs and documents covering the 
armenian massacres of 1905, 1918 
and 1990 in Baku.
creation of the website is a special 
tribute of respect to the memory of 
armenians in Baku who fell victim 
to state orchestrated policy of intol-
erance and xenophobia provoked 
against armenians in azerbaijan. 

February  23, 2011 www.panarmenian.net
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nAgorno-KArAbAKh 
conflict cAn be re-
solved by referendum

china-focused fortune oil (fooi.l: 
Quote) plans to invest $500 mil-

lion in armenia’s iron mining in-
dustry, the armenian prime minis-
ter’s press service said in a statement.
the statement was released on wednes-
day after a meeting between arme-
nia’s prime minister and the com-
pany’s executive vice-president.
there were no other details in the statement.
the company, which manages opera-
tions in oil and gas supply and infra-
structure projects in china, reported in 
January 2011 that it had acquired a 35 
percent stake in armenian iron ore miner 
Bounty resources armenia, which con-
trols three iron mines, for $24 million.
it plans to increase its stake to 50 per-
cent, paying an additional $16 million.
the three iron ore mines are located in 
the armenian towns of hrazdan and 
abovyan and the village of svarants.
the mine is hrazdan, which is planned to 
be developed first, contains high quality 
iron ore with 40 percent iron concentration.
it’s estimated to contain 77 million tonnes 
of iron ore and is expected to be developed 
over 15 years, starting production from 2014.
the mine in abovyan is estimated to 
contain 255 million tonnes of iron ore, 
while svarants mine is estimated at 1.5 
million tonnes. (reporting by hasmik 
mkrtchyan; writing by margarita antidze 
in tbilisi; editing by will waterman) 

February 23, 2010, 
www.af.reuters.com

osce suPPorts PublicAtions on civil society develoPment 
in ArmeniA 

the issue of border demarcation among 
countries separated from the so-

viet union has created many problems. 
in fact, central asia and the caucasus 
are encountering regional predicaments 
to this end. one good case in point is the 
dispute between the republic of azerbai-
jan and armenia over nagorno-Krabakh.
in the past few years, border and ethnic 
conflicts have emerged quite seriously 
in the caucasus. today, the rift between 
azerbaijan and armenia stems from such 
border and ethnic disputes and has made 
the two neighbors hostile to each other.
at present the nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict is important for both countries. ar-
menia’s ambassador in tehran grigor 
arakelian said in an interview with iran 
daily that the conflict is a crucial consid-
eration for his country and expressed hope 
that it would be settled through peace-
ful methods and holding negotiations.
he also said iran, as a regional power can 
play an influential role in resolving the 
conflict. “we want the people of nagorno-
Karabakh to determine their own fate 
through holding a referendum at the pres-
ence of international observers,” he noted.
what follows is the full text of the interview.
iran daily: what is armenia’s view-
point regarding the nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict and to what extent is 
this issue important for your country?
arakelian: this issue is always discussed 
in armenian conferences and circles 
and has attracted a great deal of atten-
tion. nagorno-Karabakh is a very impor-
tant issue for the armenian nation, be it 
inside armenia or outside the country. 
we hope that the problem will go away 
through peaceful means and holding talks.
how do you asses iran’s role in resolv-
ing the dispute as a regional power?
iran has perpetually played a positive 
role in relation to this conflict. as a re-
gional power, iran can have a significant 
impact on settling this problem. at the 
beginning, iran acted as a good media-
tor in this respect although this mediatory 
role only lasted for a short period of time.
February 22, 2010 www.iran-daily.com

osce-supported publications to pro-
mote civil society development in 

armenia, titled armenian civil society: 
from transition to consolidation, were 
launched in yerevan on february 22.
“an analytical country report and a 
policy brief were prepared by non-gov-
ernmental organization counterpart in-
ternational with support from the osce 
office in yerevan and the u.s. agency 
for international development. the pub-
lications were produced as part of the 
ciVicus civil society index project 
to analyze the socio-political and cul-
tural environment of civil society de-
velopment, ways of self-governance, 
mechanisms of interaction and the im-
pact non-governmental sector has on 

citizens’ lives in armenia,” osce said.
the publications provide a compre-
hensive assessment of the main dimen-
sions, key actors, strengths and weak-
nesses of civil society, and offer ways 
to strengthen it further. the survey 
looks at the environment civil soci-
ety organizations operate in, the extent 
and diversity of their engagement, in-
ternal structures, resources, communi-
cation and networks between various 
civil society actors, and their impact.
“civil society has an increased role in 
democratic governance and develop-
ment,” said ambassador sergey Kapinos, 
the head of the osce office in yerevan. 

February 23, 2011 www.finchannel.com

fortune oil to invest 
$500 mln in armenia’s 
mining

A senior u.s. state department offi-
cial said thursday that the united 

states is interested in the rapid settle-
ment of the nagorno-Karabakh issue.
“we hope for certain progress in 
resolving the nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict,” said James B. steinberg, 
first deputy secretary of state, “we 
think that both countries are in-
terested in promoting this issue.
steinberg said he plans to learn the 
opinion of azerbaijani president il-
ham aliyev on how the process can 
be moved forward by common ef-
forts, according to reports after the 
envoy’s arrival in Baku, azerbaijan.
steinberg already has been in yer-
evan, capital of armenia, the other 
side of the nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
he said it was important to main-
tain a diplomatic solution to 
the conflict as it is in the inter-
ests of all countries in the region.
the conflict between azerbaijan and 
armenia in the nagorno-Karabakh re-
gion began in 1988. though a cease-
fire was signed by the two countries 
in 1994, the issue hasn’t been set-
tled, despite the mediation by the 
osce minsk group co-chaired by 
france, russia and the united states.

February 25, 2011, 
www.english.peopledaily.com.cn

envoy sAys u.s. seeKs 
solution of nAgorno-

KArAbAKh disPute
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the armenian students organization and 
armenian studies program of california 

state university, fresno are co-sponsoring 
the 12th annual armenian film festival, 
from 7:00-10:00 pm on friday, march 4, 
2011. the film festival will take place in the 
industrial technology Building, room 101 
(at the southwest corner of Barstow ave and 
campus drive) on the fresno state campus.
one of the featured films for the festival 
is akhtamar. the film is about a mysteri-
ous taxi driver who is hailed by a hand-
some young muscovite, who has traveled 
to armenian to meet his girlfriend. the 
driver senses his fare’s troubled state of 
mind and recounts the legend of akhtamar, 

       "armenia highlights" is compiled in association with                           
       disclaimer: Views expressed in "armenia highlights" do not necessarily reflect the views of the government 

       of armenia.

12th AnnuAl ArmeniAn film festivAl At fresno stAte
 

the nagorno-Karabakh republic rep-
resentative to the reiterated his coun-

try’s commitment to finding a peaceful 
solution to the conflict and noted that rec-
ognition of the Karabakh’s independence 
neither violates territorial the integrity of 
azerbaijan, nor threatens its existence.
as part of the 23rd anniversary of the Kara-
bakh national-liberation movement, robert 
avetisyan delivered lectures at the institute for 
conflict analysis and resolution of george 
mason university and new york university.
“Karabakh and azerbaijan can be good 
neighbors, but their coexistence in a com-
mon political-administrative entity is im-
possible,” said avetisyan said, adding that 
the nagorno-Karabakh republic is open 
for a constructive dialogue with azerbai-
jan and expressed hope that official Baku 
will finally take a constructive stand, thus 
making a resolution to the conflict possible.
in his speeches, avetisyan touched upon the 
history of the azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict, 
legal and humanitarian aspects of the formu-
lation of the nargorno-Karabakh republic, 
the war unleashed by azerbaijan, the nego-
tiation process, as well as the current situa-
tion in Karabakh and in the region in general.
“since proclaiming independence in 1991, 
the nagorno-Karabakh republic continues 
building a stable, open and democratic so-
ciety; a state, which can protect its popula-
tion and provide them with the universal 
rights and freedoms. meanwhile, azerbai-
jan keeps on increasing its military rheto-
ric, constantly stating of its plans to solve 
the problem by force,” said avetisyan.
at the same time, he considered it neces-
sary to revert to the original negotiation 
format with artsakh’s direct participation.
“only a civilized, just and comprehensive set-
tlement of the Karabakh conflict will promote 
the stability in the whole region and prevent 
new hostilities,” robert avetisyan noted.

February 25, 2011 www.asbarez.com         

KArAbAKh 
indePendence does not 
violAte Azeri 
territoriAl integrity

An armenian folktale retold by 
armenian american writer lu-

cine Kasbarian and illustrated by 
moscow-based artist maria Zaikina 
debuts with marshall cavendish 
children’s publishers in april 2011.
an armenian folktale retold by ar-
menian american writer lucine 
Kasbarian and illustrated by mos-
cow-based artist maria Zaikina de-
buts with marshall cavendish chil-
dren’s publishers in april 2011.
the greedy sparrow: an armenian 
tale is from the ancient armenian 
oral tradition and culture, which was 
nearly obliterated during the turkish 
genocide of the armenians, assyr-
ians, and greeks in 1915. the author 
learned the tale from her father, edi-
tor and columnist c.K. garabed, who 
would recite it to her at bedtime. he had 
learned it from his own grandmother, 
a celebrated storyteller from the old 
country. the tale was first put to paper 
by armenian poet hovhannes tou-

manian at the turn of the 20th century.
the greedy sparrow is the first time 
this tale has been presented in the 
english language as a children’s pic-
ture book. the story begins in old ar-
menia with a sparrow who catches a 
thorn in his foot. as he asks for help, 
he sets off an intriguing cycle of ac-
tion that transports him through the 
armenian countryside, encountering 
people engaged in traditional folk-
ways. the greedy sparrow ends with 
a surprising twist and conveys moral 
messages about greed, selfishness, 
and using one’s judgment. to address 
the ethical and human components 
of the tale, a discussion and activity 
guide will be available on the author’s 
website, www.lucinekasbarian.com.
though intended for readers ages 
4 through 8, noted sesame street 
host and storyteller Bob mc-
grath says that “the greedy spar-
row is actually for everyone. 

February 22, 2011 
www.armeniaweekly.com

‘Greedy sparrow: an armenian tale’ conveys lessons 
for All Ages

offering the ancient wisdom of its heart-
felt message. the film stars armen dzi-
garkhanyan and is written and directed 
by the shammasian Brothers of london.
director serge avedikian’s chienne 
d’histoire [Barking island] is a winner of 
the Best short film award at the cannes 
film festival. the short movie, highlights 
an event from the history of constantino-
ple in 1910, where the newly established 
turkish government decides to deport stray 
dogs to a deserted island away from the city.
fifth column is directed by Vatche 
Boulgourdjian. the film chronicles des-
peration and mourning in the armenian 
quarter of Beirut through a weave of alle-
gorical narratives. in a panic, hrag has sto-
len his father’s gun and fled home. as father 
searches for son, both discover paths to per-
sonal freedom in a city that offers no escape.
the films, in english or armenian, 
are all directed and produced by a new 
generation of armenian film-makers.
this program is supported, in part, by the 
thomas a. Kooyumjian family foundation.
February 24 2011, www.massispost.com


