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“Quote of 
the week”

“Turkey has been 
pursuing The same 

policy iT did before 
2008, before signing 

The documenTs in ques-
Tion. inTernaTional 
communiTy expecTs 

Turkey To raTify docu-
menTs wiThouT precon-

diTions and observe 
agreemenTs, which 

is essenTial To make 
progress.“

edward nalbandyan
foreign minisTer of ra

Upcoming Events
 
January 13-17: Tsaghkadzor 
resort will host the armenian ski 
championship

January 22-23: President Saa-
kashvili will pay visit to armenia 

January 24: rF, armenia, az-
erbaijan FMs to meet in Moscow

January 28: armenia celebrates 
the national Day of army

ArmeniAn citizens to feel 
the impAct of reforms 
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prime minister Tigran sarg-
syan called at the ministry of 

agriculture to introduce to the 
staff newly appointed minister 
of agriculture sergo karapetyan.
To begin with, the head of govern-
ment offered his Season’s congratu-
lations wishing every success to the 
ministry of agriculture, in particular.
“The 2010 indices failed to meet 
our expectations affecting the mac-
roeconomic performance in general. 
Last year’s’ unprecedented fall in 
agriculture caused a number of ad-
verse consequences: greater fluctua-
tion of prices of farm products and 
higher inflation, as a whole. This 
had a serious impact on our farm-
ers’ living standards. At the same 
time, the ministry has much to do 
in terms of reforms and institu-
tional transformations. for this very 
reason, i do believe that the farm-
ing sector most of all needs success 
in 2011,” Tigran Sargsyan noted.
The prime minister further said that 

the newly appointed minister is well 
known and well versed in the field of 
agriculture. “We used to work with him 
year after year, especially regarding 
the procurements. he headed one of 
largest food processing enterprises of 
armenia which was the first to upgrade 
its production technologies. we all un-
derstand that the success of an enter-
prise is mostly conditioned by the man-
agement’s capacity and experience.”
The prime minister expressed hope that 
the new minister will be quick to come 
into full working activity so as to im-
plement the proposed reforms. Tigran 
sargsyan thanked ex-minister gerasim 
alaverdyan for his past efforts.
Thanking the president and the 
prime minister of armenia for con-
fidence, sergo karapetyan assured 
that he will do his best to reach the 
expected results by coping with 
the problems and tasks specified 
in the program of the government.

December 10, 2011 
www.gov.am

NEWLy APPoINTED MINISTER 
INTRoDUcED by PRIME 
MINISTER
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•	 January 10: Agricul-
ture production dropped 14,4% 
January-November 2010

•	
•	 January 11: Military train-

ing to be among Armenian Defense 
Ministry’s	 top	 priorities	 in	 2011

•	
•	 January 12:  Easter to co-

incide with Armenian Geno-
cide Remembrance Day in 2011

•	
•	 January 13: bako sahaky-

an emphasizes importance of 
providing apartments to fami-
lies of perished freedom fighters

•	
•	 January 14: shakhtar fans be-

lieve henrik mkhitaryan will 
score club’s first goal in 2011

•	
•	 January 15: public Television of 

armenia to start film adaptation of perch 
Proshyan’s Bread Issue novel in 2011

•	   
•	 January 16: Judoist arsen gal-

styan beats Azerbaijan’s Ilgar Myush-
kiyev in baku-hosted championship

Headlines of 
tHe week
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ArmeniAn citizens to feel the impAct of reforms

This year’s first cabinet sit-
ting was held today, chaired by 

prime minister Tigran sargsyan.
Extending Season’s 
congratulations to the 
members of govern-
ment, the prime min-
ister wished them ef-
ficacious and fruitful 
work ahead. Tigran 
sargsyan congratu-
lated newly appointed 
minister of agricul-

ture sergo karapetyan and expressed hope 
that those challenges facing the sector will 
be coped with successfully during the year. 

minister of energy 
and natural resources 
armen movsisyan 
was offered birth-
day congratulations.
The meeting ap-
proved the govern-
ment’s program of 
action and its priori-
ties, as well as the un-

derlying principles for the year 2011. Highlighting the adoption of the program, the Prime 
Minister gave a broad description of the priorities (Tigran Sargsyan’s introductory re-
marks and the summary description of 2011 activities are posted separately on the website).
The government approved the 2011 program of State support for small and medium-size enter-
prises, which emphasizes the role of smes in ensuring growth and higher living standards for 
the population, generating new jobs and so on. Tigran sargsyan deemed it necessary to harmo-
nize the set of sme-related programs, especially as 5-6% increase is envisaged for this sphere 
in 2011. In this regard, we are in for an exceptional year. Lending interest rates have been reduced 
by 2-3% in the banks while resources available to this end have increased. now the bankers are 
interested in having as many borrowers as possible since they have sufficient spare liquidity.
To ensure reliability and due control over eventual frauds in the system of man-
datory vehicle insurance, the meeting endorsed the procedures applicable to 
the exchange of information between the mvi system and the database of the 
road police service as well as the inventory of information eligible for sharing.
head of police alik sargsyan was told to personally monitor this highly impor-
tant measure considering that the mvi campaign will soon yield the expected result.
The Executive backed the 2011 program of tourism expansion, aimed at keep-
ing on turning armenia into a tourism-friendly country for travelers worldwide.
The meeting backed the proposal on signing an arrangement between the governments 
of armenia and russia on cooperation in the field of military courier and postal services. 
The government amended a previous decision to order the use of all-resistant self-past-
ed stamps in the service of cash-registers. owing to this amendment, domestic taxpay-
ers will no longer need to turn to tax authorities for replacement of cash-register seals.
The meeting considered a legislative initiative proposed by a group of mps con-
cerning the celebration of November 10 as Local Self-Government Day in Arme-
nia. The executive appeared to have no objections against the proposal in principle.

January 13, 2011, www.gov.am

according to the Armenian Central Bank’s 
forecast, 4-5% of economic growth is 

projected for the first three quarters of 2011.
5-7% actual economic growth is ex-
pected in the first nine months 
of 2011 in the sphere of industry.
2.5-4% growth is expected for the same 
period of 2011 in the sphere of services. 
rather higher risks in the fields of construc-
tion, as well as in the sector of services are 
connected with rapidity of implementa-
tion of large-scale investment programs.
according to forecasts, inflation will gradu-
ally reduce and return to the targeting 
gap in the second half of the year reach-
ing 3.7% in the third quarter of 2011.
Central Bank’s monetary-credit policy will 
be of conservative character. under the in-
fluence of de-dollarization measures growth 
of monetary mass will take place at a brisk 
rate. Correspondingly 15.4% and 17.2% 
growth of money and monetary mass will 
be registered. further decrease of dollariza-
tion of economy is expected, and in regard 
towards it the volume of credits in foreign 
currency will appreciably reduce in the banks 
as compared to the volume of amd credits 
making correspondingly 23.6% and 13.1%

January 11 2011, www.hhpress.am

inflation will return to 
the tArgeting gAp 

upon the invitation of the presi-
dent of cyprus demetris christo-

fias, president serzh sargsyan and 
first lady rita sargsyan left on a 
state visit to the republic of cyprus.
Today, presidents sargsyan and 
christofias will hold a private talk 

which will be followed by the meeting 
of the delegations in the extended for-
mat. The parties will sign a number of 
documents aimed at strengthening and 
development of the bilateral relations.
in the afternoon, at the chamber of 
commerce president serzh sargsyan 
will attend the opening of the armeni-
an-cypriot business forum with the par-
ticipation of the representatives of the 
business communities of the two states.
The president of armenia will meet 
also with archbishop chrisosto-
mos ii, the president of the house 
of representatives marios ga-
royian, and representatives of the 
armenian community of cyprus.

January 17, 2010 www.president.am 

President serzh sargsyan left on a 
state visit to the rePublic of cyPrus
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seyran ohanyan: title of KarabaKh war 
veteran imPoses certain obligations

dear journalists,
ladies and gentlemen,
first of all i would like to congratulate you 
for the christmas and wish you happy new 
Year. I wish the 2011 to be a year of prosper-
ity for you, your families and our country.
Today, traditionally, our press-conference is dedi-
cated to the summarizing of the 2010 foreign policy.
probably you are acquainted with my inter-
view given to the public Television at the end 
of the last year where in some sense the past 
year’s foreign policy is summarized. You can 
find the transcript of the mentioned interview on 
the web-site of the ministry of foreign affairs.
in my address i will concentrate on the most im-
portant events, and you can further find more 
detailed information in the annual report issued 
by the ministry which will be distributed to you.
based on the guidelines given by the president 
of the republic, the activities of the ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in 2010 were aimed at ensuring 
favourable external conditions for the develop-
ment of the state, strengthen its image, raise the 
efficiency of the protection of armenian and its 
citizens’ interests abroad, present Armenian ap-
proaches in the international arena, deepening the 
involvement in international organizations and 
processes, further strengthening cooperation with 
partner and friendly states as well as settle relations 
with countries, with which some problems exist.
Thanks to the Armenian diplomacy’s efforts, in 
the process of the nagorno-karabakh conflict 
settlement, it became obvious that the arme-
nian approaches are in line with the approaches 
of the international community, which was reaf-
firmed in the five-sided joint statement during the 
OSCE Summit in Astana on December 1, in the 
muskoka statement by the heads of the osce 
minsk group co-chair countries  in the sidelines 
of the g8 summit on June 26, in the astrakhan 
declaration adopted by the presidents of armenia, 
russia and azerbaijan on 27th of october, in the 
statement by the co-chairs of the osce minsk 
group during the almaty meeting of the osce 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs on 17th of July.

January, 14 2011 full story www.mfa.am

armenian defense minister 
seyran ohanyan presided over a 

meeting of the law enforcement bod-
ies on the results of 2010 that was 
held in the ra defense ministry.

Karen KaraPetyan: all Programs between yerevan city 
administration and ebrd should be imPlemented consec-
utively

an event in solidarity with the vic-
tims of all genocides and in com-

memoration of slain editor of istanbul-
based newspaper akos, hrant dink, 
will take place on January 19, 2011 
at the Turkish embassy in london.
prior to the event, a hrant dink com-
memorative conference on The persecu-

tion of indigenous peoples, unrepresent-
ed and/or occupied nations, minorities 
and ‘Others’ (in Turkey, Pakistan, South 
America and Iraq) will be held on January 
18 in the House of Lords, Westminster.
The speakers will be eilian williams 
(Tribute to hrant dink and his world-
wide significance), Haci Ozdemir (Per-
spectives on “Disappearances” world-
wide), genocide scholar Desmond 
fernandes (The targeting of kurds and 
‘Others’ in Turkey) and Kasim Agpak, 
member of the kurdish federation in 
the uk and a representative from the 
international platform against isolation.
The conference is sponsored by baron-
ess finlay of llandaff and baroness cox.
January 17, 2011, www.panarmenian.net

event in solidarity with victims of all genocides to 
be held in london

nalbandyan aT The annual 
press conference, summa-
rizing The foreign policy

commenting on the recent incident in 
the army, which resulted in the death 
of a young man, ohanyan noted that 
the title of the karabakh war veteran 
imposes certain obligations. natu-
rally, the public expects officers, who 
participated in the war, to display 
exemplary behavior, said ohanyan.
he added that the ministry will con-
tinue being intolerant towards any 
violation of the law to ensure de-
velopment of the successes gained 
at the expense of soldiers’ life.
armenian deputy minister of de-
fense, major general vladimir 
gasparyan and newly appointed 
military prosecutor gevorg ko-
stanyan also delivered speeches.
January 15, 2011 www.panarmenian.net

mayor of yerevan karen karape-
tyan met January 11 with EBRD 

director for caucasus, moldova and 
belarus, mr. paul-henri forestier to 
discuss the programs implemented by 
the bank in the armenian capital.
welcoming the guest, mayor karape-
tyan praised the bank’s activity and 
said that all projects should be realized 
in consecutive order.
for his part, mr. forestier presented 
a program on yerevan metro safety, 
which envisages modernization invest-

ments. The two men also referred to 
parking policy and nubarashen dump 
problems.

January 12, 2011 www.panarmenian.net
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scientists discover ‘old-
est’ winery in armenian 
cAve

azerbaijan is working to thwart efforts 
by the osce minsk group to resolve 

the nagorny karabakh issue, an armenian 
government spokesman said on monday.
“The continuous violations of the cease-
fire by the azerbaijani side and the two 
armenian servicemen injured in the 
past few days indicate that azerbaijan 
is attempting to disrupt the efforts by the 
osce minsk group to secure a peace-
ful settlement to the Karabakh conflict,” 
said david karapetyan, press secre-
tary for the armenian defense minister.

yerevan accuses baKu of foiling osce Peace efforts on 
KarabaKh

forget france. it turns out, 
the real birthplace of wine 

may be in a cave in armenia.
an international research team 
says it has found the world’s old-
est winery in a paper published 
Tuesday in the peer-reviewed Jour-
nal of archaeological science.
“It’s the oldest proven case of docu-
mented and dedicated wine produc-
tion, stretching back the horizons 
of this important development by 
thousands of years,” said Gregory 
areshian, co-director of the excava-
tion and assistant director of the uni-
versity of California Los Angeles’s 
cotsen institute of archaeology.
areshian says that clay pots and 
vats discovered at a sprawling cave 
system in southern armenia near 
the border with iran shows signs 
of an organized effort to press 
and distill grapes during the cop-
per age, about 6,000 years ago.
The roof of the cave had collapsed long 
ago, sealing in the rudimentary win-
ery and preserving the remnants un-
der an airtight layer of rock and other 
debris, leading to the remarkable find.
The team, led by hans barnard from 
ucla, found a simple wine press, vats 
with residue, remnants of grape vines 
and seeds, and a small cup that might 
have been used to sample the goods.
The press and wide shallow vat are 
similar to foot-stomping type equip-
ment used by people throughout the 
region even up into the 19th century.
The wine might have tasted simi-
lar to modern vintages as well. 
botanists examining the find say 
it was the species vitis vinif-
era, the same one used to produce 
the vast majority of wine today.
areshian says the wine would 
be comparable to a modern un-
filtered red wine, and may have 
had a similar taste to a merlot. 

January 12, 2011 

full story www.cnn.com

Azerbaijan’s Defense Minis-
try dismissed Armenia’s cease-
fire violation assertions as “false.”
armenia said on Thursday it would boy-
cott renewed discussions on the ka-
rabakh conflict at the council of eu-
rope’s Parliamentary Assembly (PACE).
The talks have been promoted by pace 
president mevlut cavusoglu, who seeks 
to resurrect a pace subcommittee to 
facilitate a peaceful resolution of the 
karabakh conflict during the assem-
bly’s winter session later this month.
armenia has been involved in a bitter dis-
pute with neighboring azerbaijan over 
Nagorny Karabakh since 1988, when the eth-
nic armenian region broke away from az-
erbaijan and sought support from armenia.
The osce minsk group is co-chaired 
by russia, france and the united states. 
other countries besides armenia and 
azerbaijan in the group include fin-
land, Turkey, sweden, portugal, italy, 
the netherlands, germany and belarus.

January 17, 2011 www.en.rian.ru

officials of iran and armenia re-
viewed exports of oil products 

from the islamic republic to that coun-
try.
The swapping of natural gas and elec-
tricity, as well as building a pipeline 
to transfer gasoline and diesel oil from 
iran to armenia, were top on the agen-
da in the officials’ meeting.
iranian deputy oil minister alireza 
zeighami, who is leading a delegation 
to armenia, met the armenian energy 
minister armen movsesian. 
zeighami said that in their three-day 
meetings the two sides discussed de-
tails of the gas deal which will last for 
25 years.

iran, armenia to boost energy co-oP

By 2014, a 365 kilometer, 8 inch pipe-
line will transfer oil products from 
Tabriz to yeravan.
in the meeting they also reviewed mat-
ters regarding the 400kw electricity 
line which was recently inaugurated by 
prominent figures of the two neighbor-
ing states.
Iran and Armenia’s cooperation cov-
ers a vast range of fields, including a 
natural gas pipeline, oil pipeline, rail-
way tracks, aras hydro-electric power 
plant, high voltage power line and oth-
er significant projects

January 16, 2011 www.tehrantimes.com

The first Sukhoi Superject 100 
production aircraft, that has been 

named after yuri gagarin, will con-
nect moscow with the capital of 
Armenia – Yerevan, said a report 
posted on the website of Russia’s 
roskosmos federal space agency.
“The Sukhoi Superjet 100 which is 
the seventh produced and the first 
production aircraft, was bought by 
Armenia’s Armavia Airline. The 
customers named superjet after first 

first suKhoi suPerjet 100 Production aircraft named 
After gAgArin

cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin,” the report 
said.
“We have a tradition to give names to 
all planes,” the deputy director gener-
al of the airline, aram yegoyan, said. 
“We plan to begin operating Superjet 
early in february. before that it must 
get all necessary certification docu-
ments, while our pilots must undergo 
training,” he added.

January 17, 2011 www.itar-tass.com
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the ArmeniAn side of cher

The 21st anniversary of Armenians’ 
massacre in baku is marked today. 

On 13-19 January, 1990, Armenians in 
baku were brutally massacred and the 
exact number of people murdered there 
is still unknown. according to some 
unverified data, about 300 armenians 
were assassinated in a week and another 
30 thousand displaced.
According to “Radio Liberty” aired in-
formation on 13 January of 1990, rivers 
of blood were flowing in the lenin street 
of baku. russians living in azerbai-
jan’s capital were shocked to see those 
bloody scenes of revenge against ar-
menians. They witnessed thousands of 
armenians being murdered and thrown 
from balconies, many were burnt alive. 
The eye-witnesses say men and women, 
young and old were attacked because 
they were armenians.

in the aftermath of January massacres 
of 1990, the economic rights of Armeni-
ans were violated, they were robbed and 
deprived of their homes. armenians left 
their properties that cost hundred mil-
lion dollars and are still left without any 
compensations.
Russian “dpni.org” web site writes that 
after January 19, the criminal groups 
of Neymat Panakhov (Panakhli) were 
walking in the streets of baku. all the 
international information sources re-
ported about ethnic massacre but the 
crime was done.
The massacre stopped only after the oc-
cupation of the baku by soviet troops, 
which, if considered the fierce resist-
ance they faced, could not but be ac-
companied with numerous victims on 
both sides. 

January 14, 2011 www.massispost.com
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21st anniversary of armenians’ massacre in baKu 
commemorAted

 

on November 16, the Armenian National 
Committee of America (ANCA) hosted 

an event on the occasion of the 90th anniversa-
ry of the woodrow wilson arbitral award, at 
the woodrow wilson house in washington.
The event featured two speakers. ara papian, 
the head of the modus vivendi research 
center, who has served as ambassador of 
armenia to canada and as spokesperson 
for the armenian foreign ministry, and 
dikran kaligian, who has taught history 
at clark university, and regis, westfield 
state, and wheaton colleges, and is the 
managing editor of the armenian review.
following a cocktail hour, accompanied by 
arpa vartanian on the piano, the executive 
director of the anca, aram hamparian, 
introduced the guests. among them were 
representatives of the embassy of armenia, 
former u.s. ambassador to armenia John 
marshal evans, as well as virginia state 
senator patsy Ticer, donald wilson bush, a 
member of the wilson family and founder of 
the woodrow wilson legacy foundation, as 
well as representatives from the community 
and various offices and organizations, in-
cluding the armenian revolutionary federa-
tion, armenian relief society, and hamaz-
kayin and the armenian youth federation.
his eminence, archbishop oshagan 
choloyan, prelate of the armenian apos-
tolic church of the eastern united states, of-
fered his prayers. “President Wilson holds a 
special place in the history of the armenian 
people… He was our voice when we were 
unable to speak. and now we are proud to be 
his voice in promoting his ideals of freedom, 
justice, peace, and democracy. we are espe-
cially mindful and thankful for the unprec-
edented american assistance that rescued 
the survivors of the armenian genocide, 
many of whom were later welcomed in the 
United States of America,” said Choloyan.
About 90 years ago, on Nov. 22, 1920, at the 
request of the supreme council of the allied 
powers, president wilson issued an arbitral 
award, under the presidential seal, to estab-
lish a Turkey-armenia boundary pursuant 
to the Treaty of sevres. Through this legal 
document, armenia was granted the prov-
inces of van, bitlis, erzurum, and Trabzon.
January 14, 2011 www.asbarez.com         

say what you want about kim 
kardashian and the other sisters. 

but for my money, cher continues 
to be my dream girl. always was. 
always will be. not that i have a 
love affair with the woman. an in-
fatuation for beauty and talent mixed 
is more like it. and durability. To 
continue going this strong in holly-
wood and las vegas at the ripe age 
of 64 probably takes a lot of makeup 
but more passion for the entertain-
ment world. She’s still a class act, 
a true armenian american icon.
That is why i shall be in her corner 
come academy awards time. if she 
doesn’t get an Oscar nomination for 
her role in the current production 
of “Burlesque,” I shall cancel my 
subscription to hollywood maga-

zine and demand an investigation.
her role as the club owner and den 
mother to a host of showgirls is truly 
impeccable. i marveled at her acad-
emy award-winning performance in 
“Moonstruck.” And I found her just 
as remarkable in such other films as 
“Mask,” “Witches of Eastwick,” “Tea 
with Mussolini,” and “Silkwood,” 
which earned her an oscar nomination.
Here’s what one critic has to say 
about this present campy musical. “It 
takes a legend to make a star. without 
Cher, ‘Burlesque’ wouldn’t work.”
The musical side is just as im-
pressive, going back to the Tv 
days of Sonny Bono. She’s sold 
more than 100 million records. 
her concert tours are still sold-
out. in truth, cher knows no hiatus.
Though I’m a tad older than Cher, she 
was always the one i would show-
case whenever outsiders asked me to 
identify any prominent armenians.
“Well, you know Cher,” I would 
respond, calling to mind her giv-
en name, cherilyn sarkisian.
“No kidding, Cher’s Armenian?” 
they would reply. “I had no idea.”
The year was 1985, pre-
cisely 25 years ago. 

January 12, 2011 

full story www.armeniaweekly.com

woodrow wilson’s 
arbitral award final, 
binding and still val-
id, scholars say
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http://www.armeniaweekly.com

