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“Quote of 
the week”

“The railway will es-
Tablish a major Tran-
siT neTwork beTween 

iran and neighboring 
counTries. iT will also 
link armenia To oTher 

neighboring sTaTes “

mohammad reza rahimi 
FirsT Vice PresidenT oF 

iran

Upcoming Events

 

October 29: PM Tigran Sargsyan 
will participate in “DigiTech-2010” 
exhebition 

November 13:  Concert of  Placido 
Domingo in Yerevan

ArmeniAn Prime minister, 
irAniAn Vice President 
discuss mAtters of mutu-

Al interest PAGE 2

cnn internAtionAl to feA-
ture the defense of musA 
dAgh
 Page 5

USEFUL LINKS
•	 www.president.am

•	 www.gov.am

•	 www.parliament.am

•	 www.mfa.am

•	 www.armenpress.am

•	 www.panarmenian.net

•	 www.matenadaran.am

a trilateral meeting of the Presi-
dents of armenia, the russian 

Federation and azerbaijan, held 
today in astrakhan (rF) at the ini-
tiative of the President of the rus-
sian Federation dmitry medvedev 
in the framework of the nk peace 
process, has been concluded.
The Presidents discussed the details 
of the nk peace process so as to con-
tinue the negotiations up until the 
osce summit in astana and reach 
agreement on the basic principles. 
based on the principle of humanity, 
it was also agreed to exchange pris-
oners of war and remains of the dead.
before the trilateral meeting, Presi-

dent sargsyan visited the armenian 
memorial in the center of astrakhan 
and laid a wreath at the cross-stone 
monument installed on the site of the 
armenian church, which was erected 
here back in 1706 and demolished in 
1930s, and in commemoration of the 
290th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the diocese of the armenian 
apostolic church in astrakhan. at 
the ceremony, the President was ac-
companied by the spiritual leader of 
the st ripsime church of astarkhan, 
Priest Ter sebeos ghalachian, repre-
sentatives of local authorities and the 
armenian community of astrakhan.
October 27, 2010 www.president.am

A TRILATERAL MEETING OF THE PRESIDENTS 
OF ARMENIA, THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AND 
AzERbAIjAN TOOK PLAcE IN ASTRAKHAN
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•	 OCTOBER 22: Placido Do-
mingo to perform in Armenia 

• 
•	 OCTOBER 22: Stepanakert hosts 

National Liberation Movement of 
NKR: 1988-2009 book presentation

• 
•	 OCTOBER 23: Vahagn Gevor-

gyan wins bronze at Stu-
dent Sambo World Cup

• 
•	 OCTOBER 23: Khachkars 

Park opened in Gyumri
• 
•	 OCTOBER 24: Armenian citizen 

killed in car accident in Moscow
• 
•	 OCTOBER  25: Football Fed-

erations of Armenia, Yemen dis-
cuss organization of a friendly

•	
•	 OCTOBER 25: 19.2% growth re-

corded in Armenia’s state budget 
revenues in January-September 2010

• 
•	 OCTOBER 26: Boris Grebenschikov 

believes joint performance with Jivan 
Gasparyan to be incredible experience

• 
•	 OCTOBER 27: 130 delegates from 

22 countries gather in Yerevan for 
international forum of translators

Headlines of 
tHe week
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reconstructed chAmber oPens 
in ArmeniAn PArliAment

ArmeniAn Prime minister, irAniAn Vice President discuss 
mAtters of mutuAl interest

on october 25, armenian Prime minister 
Tigran sargsyan met with iranian First 

Vice President mohammad-reza rahimi 
as part of his two-day working visit to iran.
matters presenting mutual inter-
est were in the focus of the meeting.

KhAchKArs PArK oPened in 
gyumri

The opening ceremony of a reconstructed 
chamber in the armenian national as-

sembly took place on october 22 with par-
ticipation of President serzh sargsyan, his 
holiness karekin ii, supreme Patriarch and 
catholicos of all armenians, na speaker ho-
vik abrahamyan and members of parliament.
speaker abrahamyan thanked the armenian 
President for assistance. “reconstruction 
and technique are important for the efficient 
activity of the parliament,” he said. “The 
oval shape of the hall symbolizes equality 
and cooperation but doesn’t not mean ab-
sence of competition and discussion. Par-
liament is a platform for political debates 
but not for offenses. an atmosphere of mu-
tual respect and trust should reign here.”
his holiness karekin ii consecrated the 
hall and congratulated mPs on its opening.
October 22, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

The bilateral meeting continued in an ex-
tended format with participation of mem-
bers of the delegation led by the armenian 
Prime minister, the ra governmental press 
service reported. armenian Prime minis-
ter Tigran sargsyan departed for Tehran on 
a working visit on invitation of iran’s First 
Vice President mohammad reza rahimi.
The armenian delegation includes govern-
ment staff chief david sargsyan, energy 
and natural resources minister armen 
movsisyan, education minister armen 
ashotyan, healthcare minister harutyun 
kushkyan, agriculture minister gerasim 
alaverdyan, economy minister, diaspora 
minister hranush hakobyan and other officials.
October 25 2010, www.panarmenian.net

khachkars Park was opened in 
gyumri to feature copies of me-

dieval armenian khachkars (cross-
stones) destructed in old jugha.
20 khachkars created by sculptors of gy-
umri have been already set there. however, 
their number will be brought to 100 in future.
armenian President serzh sarg-
syan, who is on a working visit 
to shirak region, visited the Park.
azerbaijani servicemen de-
structed the old armenian cem-
etery near old jugha in 2005-2006.

October 23, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

AH

on october 23, the 12th sitting of the 
armenian-russian intergovernmen-

tal committee on economic cooperation 
kicked off in yekaterinburg.
besides, armenian Prime minister Tigran 
sargsyan met with russian minister of 
Transport igor levitin prior to the sitting.
implementation of the protocol of the com-
mittee’s 11th sitting, legal-contractual field, 
current trade and economic relations, as 
well as their development outlooks were 

in the focus of the sitting, Tigran sargsyan 
told a press conference after the sitting.
he added that the armenian-russian eco-
nomic cooperation continues developing 
successfully. The Prime minister noted 
that 15 matters were agreed during the sit-
ting and they will contribute to implemen-
tation of bilateral programs.
mr. sargsyan noted that armenia is ready 
to create a free economic zone at mars 
plant, as well as adopt relevant contractual 
legal norms for implementation of other 
investment programs.
russian minister of Transport igor levitin 
noted for his part that four agreements are 
being drafted to develop ties between vari-
ous regions of armenia and russia, what 
is important for boosting the trade and eco-
nomic cooperation, the ra governmental 
press service reported.

october 23, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

15 mAtters Agreed during sitting of ArmeniAn-russiAn 
intergoVernmentAl committee

Visual computing master program was 
launched in yerevan state university 

on october 25, 2010, welcoming students 
from ysu and other higher education institu-
tions of armenia. Visual computing is a new 
trend allowing to interact with and control 
work by manipulating visual images either as 
direct work objects or as objects representing 
other objects that are not necessarily visual 
themselves. The visual images can be photo-
graphs, 3-d scenes, video sequences, block 
diagrams, or simple icons. The program 
graduates will have the master’s degree of 
ysu and rostock university. 

October 25, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

VisuAl comPuting mAster 
ProgrAm lAunched in ysu
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tigrAn sArgsyAn: gdP growth to mAKe 4.6% in ArmeniA in 
2011

on october 26, armenian Presi-
dent serzh sarsyan met with 

cis customs services officials.
The guests arrived in yerevan to 
participate in the 52nd session of 
cis customs services officials.
armenian President welcomed the idea 
of holding the session in yerevan. Pres-
ident sargsyan gave high assessment to 
the work of customs services aimed at 
deeper integration of cis states’ econo-
mies and increase of international turno-
ver, presidential press service reported.
October 26, 2010 www.panarmenian.net mr. President, our sugar is already being import-

ed to georgia. would you say that our prod-
uct will create strong competition on their market?

Frankly, i didn’t study the georgian market thor-
oughly; however i am confident that this factory, 
which will be exporting high quality and competi-
tive sugar not only to georgia but also to other 
countries, will obtain its own permanent spot in 
markets. moreover, the state will be constantly de-
livering on its obligation in this region: we will be 
encouraging our farmers to grow sugar beets. ob-
viously, the more sugar beets armenia will be pro-
ducing, the more stable the prices will be since it’s 
not enough to have a sugar plant, it is also essential 
to have raw material. if this factory works on the raw 
material imported from south america, the price 
of the end product will depend on the price of that 
raw material. we don’t want to go down that way.

mr. President, recently there have been many pub-
lications regarding the situation in the army. what 
do you think, what’s your position on all that?

i detest all that, not the fact that the army is be-
ing much talked about, but the fact that the army 
is being disparaged and it is made for political, 
narrow personal or partisan ends exclusively. our 
army has never been void of incidents; there has 
never been a year without causalities among the 
soldiers or officers or without tragic accidents be-
cause our army is a huge structure and our army 
is on active duty and, finally, any army is the in-
divisible part of the society. army is the mirror of 
the society and all failings and problems that ex-
ist in the society to a greater or lesser degree will 
always be present in the army - be it in armenia, 
the united states, india, or elsewhere. undoubt-
edly, the army is a much more organized, much 
more disciplined, much more enhanced structure 
than any other structures and our demands with re-
gard to the army are much higher than those with 
regard to other structures. From this point of view, 
of course i am concerned with all those incidents 
that are taking place in our armed forces. however 
i don’t for a moment doubt that every day, every 
hour our army becomes more combat ready, our 
army continues to improve and i am confident that 
every armenian ought to be proud of our army. 

October 23 2010, www.president.am

interView of President serzh 
sArgsyAn during his worKing 
Visit to shirAK mArz

wings of tAteV AeriAl trAmwAy receiVes guinness world 
records certificAte

on october 23, the village of 
Tatev in armenia’s syunik re-

gion hosted a ceremony of official 
guinness certification for the wings 

of Tatev, the world’s longest re-
versible passenger aerial tramway.
The 5 752-meter long aerial tramway was 
officially registered by the representative 
of the guinness world records, who 
arrived in armenia for the ceremony.
as the director of the national competi-
tiveness Foundation of armenia bekor 
Papazyan stated at the ceremony, guin-
ness certification is an important aspect in 
the development of tourism in the county.
on october 16, 2010, the Tatev revival 
Project was launched in Tatev, syunik 
province of armenia, marked by the of-
ficial inauguration of the world’s long-
est reversible passenger aerial tramway. 
October 23, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

The airdrome in stepanakert, ar-
stakh republic will be put into op-

eration in mid-november 2010. “cur-
rently, assembly operations are being 
accomplished. The air terminal will be 
built by the end of november; the entire 
complex will be enabled in spring 2011. 
until this time the airdrome will oper-
ate in the simplest regime,” head of the 
civil aviation department at the nkr 
government dmitry atbashyan told 
a Panarmenian.net reporter. The 
price for yerevan-stepanakert-yerevan 
flight will be presumably amd 16 000-
20 000; the maximum price will not go 
beyond 25 000. Flights to cis coun-

tries are also envisages in the future. 
atbashyan also noted that a number of 
foreign travel agents show interest in 
the airdrome. 
October 25, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

stePAnAKert Airdrome to be Put into oPerAtion in 
mid-noVember
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‘No limits iN iraN-armeNia 
ecoNomic ties’

it was once a beacon of light for an en-
tire country, home to 500 monks, a 

seat of learning and spiritual fulfilment.
little remains of the glorious past of the 
9th century Tatev monastery in south-
ern armenia. but that could soon change 
thanks to an ambitious restoration project.
during the middle ages, Tatev was 
one of the country’s most important 
spiritual centres. The university cre-
ated in the 14th century excelled in sci-

restorAtion of A unique 
ArmeniAn monAstery

ArmeniAn Archeologists: 
5,900-yeAr-old sKirt found

an armenian archaeologist says 
that scientists have discovered 

a skirt that could be 5,900-year-old.
Pavel avetisian, the head of the insti-
tute of archeology and ethnography 
in yerevan, said a fragment of skirt 
made of reed was found during recent 
digging in the areni-1 cave in south-
eastern armenia. avetisian told Tues-
day’s news conference in the armenian 
capital that the find could be one of the 
world’s oldest piece of reed clothing.
earlier excavation in the same loca-
tion has produced what research-
ers believe is a 5,500-year-old shoe, 
making it the oldest piece of leath-
er footwear known to researchers.
boris gasparian, an armenian ar-
chaeologist who worked jointly with 
u.s. and irish scientists at the site, 
said they also found a mummified 
goat that could be 5,900-year-old, or 
more than 1,000 years older than the 
mummified animals found in egypt.

October 26, 2010 
www.washingtonpost.com

entific, literary, and religious studies.
at its height, Tatev was at the fore-
front of education. Philosophers, theo-
logians, musicians and artists, the 
greatest armenian thinkers of the day 
would congregate at the university.
within its imposing walls, three 
churches and various monuments 
make up the present complex.
now, the Tatev revival Project – a 
public private initiative – plans to re-
store the monastery, reviving both its 
monastic and its scholarly tradition.
The restoration will include work 
on the famous swinging column, 
a feat of medieval engineering.
built in 904 ad, the eight-metre high 
pillar is crowned with a cross-stone.
but its beauty lies in its pivoting-base 
which allowed it to tilt. an earth tremor or 
the sound of the hooves of enemy horses 
pounding the ground would be enough to set 
it in motion, alerting the monks to danger.
but the column could not prevent the de-
struction created by a massive earthquake 
in 1931 that destroyed much of the complex.
“after the earthquake, the monastery was 
partially restored on several occasions,” 
explains Pegor Papayian, head of the na-
tional competitiveness Foundation of ar-
menia. “but in the 1980s, in the final years 
of the soviet era, there was a full restora-
tion effort. and that was unfortunately 
largely flawed. There were structural 
mistakes and there were water leakages.”

October 25, 2010 www.euronews.net

“iran sets no limitation for promotion of 
ties and cooperation with armenia,” 

irna quoted First Vice President moham-
mad reza rahimi as saying on monday.
The iranian official described the imple-
mentation of an earlier agreement be-
tween the two sides on construction of 
a railway connecting iran to armenia as 
“a major step toward mutual progress.”
The remarks were made dur-
ing a meeting with armenian 
Prime minister Tigran sargsyan in 
the iranian capital city of Tehran.
“The railway will establish a ma-
jor transit network between iran and 
neighboring countries. it will also 
link armenia to other neighbor-
ing states through iran,” he added.
rahimi praised amicable rela-
tions between iran and armenia 
and called for more efforts to fur-
ther promote bilateral cooperation.
“iran is ready to expand its economic, 
trade and economic ties with friend 
and neighboring country of arme-
nia,” the vice president went on to say.
he urged the two countries to make efforts 
to increase the level of trade exchanges.
“iran and armenia can carry out their 
trade exchanges by the use of the two 
countries’ national currency which will 
increase the value of their money,” he said.
rahimi pointed to the recent achievements 
made by the islamic republic in various 
fields of science and technology, express-
ing iran’s readiness to share its expertise.
sargsyan, for his part, said iran and 
armenia enjoy great potential for pro-
moting joint cooperation in line with 
the two countries’ national interests.
The armenian prime minister, head-
ing a politico-economic delegation, ar-
rived in Tehran on monday on an of-
ficial two-day visit to discuss regional 
issues with senior iranian officials.
sargsyan is scheduled to take part in 
the joint meeting of iranian and ar-
menian businessmen on Tuesday.

 October 17, 2010 www.presstv.ir

a nagorny karabakh soldier was 
killed in an apparent exchange of 

fire with azerbaijani servicemen on Tues-
day, the defense ministry of the unrecog-
nized republic of nagorny karabakh said.
The incident occurred just hours after a group 
of officials from the organization for secu-
rity and cooperation in europe (osce) car-
ried out a scheduled monitoring of the situ-
ation at the contact line between armenian 
and azerbaijani troops in the disputed area.
“a 20-year-old private from the nagorny 
karabakh defense forces arut grigoryan 
was killed on october 26 by automatic 
gunfire from the azerbaijani side,” the 
ministry said in statement on wednesday.
armenia denounced the incident, but az-
erbaijan said its servicemen simply re-
turned fire coming from the armenian side.
armenia and azerbaijan frequently accuse 
each other of violating the 1994 ceasefire 
agreement in the disputed area. shooting 
between the armenian and azerbaijani 
troops sometimes result in soldiers’ deaths.
The conflict between armenia and az-
erbaijan over nagorny karabakh, a pre-
dominantly ethnic armenian region, first 
erupted in 1988, when the region claimed in-
dependence from azerbaijan to join armenia.

October 27, 2010 www.en.rian.ru

ArmeniA, AzerbAijAn ex-
chAnge AccusAtions oVer 
Killed soldier
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WILMINGTON STUDENTS LObby FOR GENOcIDE 
REcOGNITION

Two top armenian documentaries – 
both award-winning human stories 

– are being shown on public television
(Pbs) in the us over the next two sun-
days. on sunday october 17, Public 
Television stations around the country 
showed “The last Tightrope dancer in
armenia,” a warm, thoughtful, beauti-
fully-shot story about the dying art of 
tightrope dancers, and the continuing
competition and camaraderie between 
two old masters, and the hopes they 
place on one young artist. This year in
golden apricot film received The best 
armenian Film award, as well us “best 
Feature length documentary” and
special award for search of original 
scenario of nonfiction Film at the 
“russia” documentary Film Festival in 
yekaterinburg. Film already has been 
shown on nhk (japan), sVT (swe-
den) and other european channels.
on sunday october 24, the same pub-
lic television stations will screen “a 
story of People in war and Peace,” a
passionate film that follows the lives of 
soldiers and nurses who spent years in 
the trenches during the karabakh war.
The film has already screened on bbc, 

arTe and other international chan-
nels, and has won over 20 awards in-
cluding the FiPresci (international 
Federation of Film critics) prize. For 
its director, Vardan hovhannisyan, the 
film also garnered a best new docu-
mentary Filmmaker Prize at the Tribe-
ca Film Festival in new york.
“The last Tightrope dancer” is the 
acclaimed work of two young film-
makers — inna sahakyan and arman 
yeritsyan. both have produced several 
documentaries over the last decade. sa-
hakyan has directed more than 10 social 
documentaries for armenian television 
and worked as assistant director on “a 
story of People in war and Peace.” 
yeritsyan has directed a number of 
award-winning documentaries includ-
ing, “under the open sky” and “good-
bye Fellini.” both films are produced 
by bars media, which was established 
by Vardan hovhannisyan in 1993. bars 
media specializes in making documen-
taries about human stories, culture, his-
tory and other social issues. The studio 
currently develops documentary films 
in africa, russia and afghanistan.
october 23, 2010 lousabats n 857

       "armenia highlights" is compiled in association with                           
       disclaimer: Views expressed in "armenia highlights" do not necessarily reflect the views of the government 

       of armenia.

ArmeniAn AwArd-winning humAn stories
on us Public tV

cnn internAtionAl to feAture 
the defense of musA dAgh

cnn international will feature this weekend 

a report covering the heroic defense of musa 

dagh during the armenian genocide. The seg-

ment, produced by yerkir media for broadcast 

on cnn, will mark the 95th anniversary of the 

famed resistance against the Turkish army in 1915.

reporting the story will be yerkir media cor-

respondent gayane avetisyan. it will feature 

footage from a recent commemoration of the 

anniversary in armenia, as well as interviews 

with musa-dagh descendants living in armenia.

armenian communities around the world that 

trace their heritage to this once thriving city in 

asia minor celebrate the anniversary every year, 

with a unique festival and reenactments of the re-

sistance.  of the hundreds of villages, towns, and 

cities across the ottoman empire whose arme-

nian population was ordered removed to the syr-

ian desert, musa dagh was one of only four sites 

where armenians organized a defense of their 

community against the deportation edicts issued 

by the young Turk regime beginning in april 1915.

by the time the armenians of the six villages at 

the base of musa dagh were instructed to evict 

their homes, the inhabitants had grown suspicious 

of the government’s ultimate intentions and chose 

instead to retreat up the mountain and to defy the 

evacuation order. musa dagh, or the mountain 

of moses, stood on the mediterranean sea south 

of the coastal tow    n of alexandretta (modern-

day iskenderun) and west of ancient antioch.

with a few hundred rifles and the entire store 

of provisions from their villages, the armeni-

ans on musa dagh put up a fierce resistance 

against a number of attempts by the regular 

Turkish army to flush them out. outnumbered 

and outgunned, the armenians had little expec-

tations of surviving the siege of the mountain 

when food stocks were depleted after a month.

Their only hope was a chance rescue by an al-

lied vessel that might be patrolling the mediter-

ranean coast. when two large banners hoisted 

by the armenians were sighted by a passing 

French warship, swimmers went out to meet 

it. eventually five allied ships moved in to 

transport the entire population of men, women, 

and children, more than four thousand in all.

October 22, 2010 www.asbarez.com         

i’m sitting on top of my armenian world today.
That’s because something i might have 

said to some students resulted in posi-
tive action. youth must be served. in this 
case, it’s youth who’s doing the serving.
For the past three years, a small group of us 
representing the armenian genocide cur-
riculum committee of merrimack Valley 
has been stomping in and out of local high 
schools, bringing our story to the class-
room. not once have we been denied access.
it’s proven much more effective than 
preaching to our own choir. in most cases, 
the students and teachers are captivated by 
what transpired during the genocidal years 
of 1915-23. but one high school in par-
ticular went the extra mile and implored 
our political elite to take measures toward 
genocide recognition and pass the word 
to their colleagues, some of whom con-
tinue to remain nebulous on the subject.
you never know what you’re going to get 
when you cold-call students in today’s 
educational world. in some schools, you 

might find an occasional student wander-
ing off into another world. wilmington 
comes well prepared; i understand there’s 
a waiting list to enroll in this course.
and those who learn of the armenian geno-
cide are not only sympathetic to our cause, 
they want to do something about it. They 
want to be heard. as armenians, we welcome 
a different voice, especially when it comes 
from the next generation. here’s a letter to 
u.s. congressman john Tierney (d-mass.) 
from junior lauren Powers, one of several at 
this school enrolled in a course called “Fac-
ing history and ourselves.” “i feel it’s im-
possible for armenians to move on as a peo-
ple if the world doesn’t recognize this terrible 
tragedy,” she writes. “There are many groups 
today that make joint efforts to try and get 
through to the government but apparently, 
this genocide doesn’t even deserve a postage 
stamp. last year, my class wrote to the u.s. 

october 28, 2010   

full article www.armenianweekly.com
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