
 ARMENIA HIGHLIGHTS
Weekly Digest of the Government of Armenia

THEMA
October 1-6 2010 

“Quote of 
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“We have managed 
to achieve radical 

changes in the public 
management, reduc-

ing the number of 
licenses from 169 to 

96 or by 40%,”

tigran davtyan 
ra finanace minister
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yerevan hosted a meeting of armenian 
foreign minister eduard nalbandian and 

his georgian counterpart grigol vashadze.
the ministers discussed the armenian-
georgian relations, implementation of 
agreements reached between the armenian 
and georgian presidents, cooperation in 
the fields of transport and energy, tourism, 
organization of business forums and col-
laboration within international organizations.
the two men exchanged opinion on ex-
panding the legal-contractual field, 
the ra mfa press service reported.
during the meeting, the armenian side 
referred to problems of armenians of 
georgia, specifically, in the education-
al field and armenian cultural heritage.
grigol vashadze delivered a lecture at the 
diplomatic school of the ra mfa. georgian-
azerbaijani relations are more than strategic 
partnership, Georgia’s top diplomat said.
“Mikheil Saakashvili’s statement on crea-
tion of a confederation was not based on 
emotion. he just described the essence 
of bilateral relations,” Foreign Minis-
ter grigol vashadze stated in yerevan.

“The President’s statement prompts the 
format of future cooperation. consti-
tutions will not be amended,” he said.
Saakashvili voiced the idea of a confedera-
tion between georgia and azerbaijan in July 
2010. osce field assessment mission in 
Karabakh-surrounding territories has no rel-
evance to stipulations in draft resolution 
submitted by azerbaijan to un general as-
sembly, despite azeri assertions to the op-
posite, armenian foreign minister stated.
as edward nalbandian said during a joint news 
conference with his georgian counterpart gr-
igol vashadze, the mission belongs to osce, 
with only a few un experts on refugee is-
sues participating. “No other UN structure is 
involved in the mission,” Nalbandian stressed.
“The mission aims to study general situation in 
Karabakh conflict region. Two of the co-chairs 
– Robert Bradtke (USA) and Igor Popov (Rus-
sia) have been appointed a short while ago, so 
they use the occasion to familiarize themselves 
with the situation onsite,” the Foreign Min-
ister stated, adding that the co-chairs will ar-
rive in yerevan on the evening of october 6.

October 4-6, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

ARMENIAN SIDE RAISES PRObLEMS 
OF ARMENIANS OF GEORGIA DURING 
MEETING bETWEEN NALbANDIAN AND 
VASHADzE
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•	 OCTOBER 1: Armenian delegation 
to participate in International Tel-
ecommunications Union conference

•	  
•	 OCTOBER 1: Bambir Armenian 

rock	 band’s	 song	 tops	 EuroVoice	
Music Contest popularity list 

•	
•	 OCTOBER 2: U.S. Ambas-

sador to RA to meet Armeni-
an community in San Francisco

•	
•	 OCTOBER 3: Armen Jigarkh-

anyan awarded Order of Honor
•	
•	 OCTOBER 4: Georgian Foreign 

Ministry’s	 statement	 on	 Russia’s	 at-
tempt to damage Armenia-Georgia 
incorrect, Armenian expert believes

•	 OCTOBER  4: International Science 
and	Technology	Center	Executive	Di-
rector awarded with RA NAS gold medal

•	
•	 OCTOBER 5: Center for French-

language material digitiza-
tion to be created in Armenia

•	
•	 OCTOBER 6: Catholicos of All 

Armenians meets with French 
Ambassador Serge Smessov

Headlines of 
tHe week
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armenian minister of defense 
seyran ohanyan met with the mem-

bers of joint american-british group for 
revision of armenian defence strategy.
the parties pointed out signifi-
cant progress in reforms conducted 
in defense sector, agreeing to con-
tinue consultations, armenian de-
fense ministry press service reported.

October 2, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

seyRAn ohAnyAn discusses de-
Fense issues with membeRs oF 
AmeRicAn-bRitish gRoup

eu conceRned oveR incReAsed instAnces oF ceAseFiRe 
violAtion 

armenian president serzh sargsyan dis-
cussed a number of issues on armenia-eu 
relations with eu special representative 
for the south caucasus, peter semneby.
the parties also focused on regional issues, 
including Karabakh conflict settlement. 
semneby expressed his concern over in-
creased instances of ceasefire violation on the 
line of contact between nKr and azeri armed 
forces, presidential press service reported.

September24 2010, www.panarmenian.net

s
howtime sports hosted a press 
conference thursday at the 
conga room, l.a. live, to for-

mally introduce and discuss bantam-
weight Tournament: Winner Takes 
all that begins saturday, dec. 11. in 
attendance was Ken hershman, show-
time sports executive vice president 
and general manager, the four world 
class boxers who will participate in the 
two-round, single-elimination tourna-
ment to determine the best fighter at 
118 pounds – International Boxing Fed-
eration (IBF) champion Yonnhy Perez 
(20-0-1, 14 KOs), former world cham-
pions Joseph Agbeko (27-2, 22 KOs) 
and Vic Darchinyan (35-2-1, 27 KOs) 
and world-ranked rising star Abner 
Mares (29-0-1) – and their promoters.
the semifinal matchups: perez defends 
his title against Agbeko and Darchin-
yan and mares vie for the World box-
ing Council (WBC) Silver Belt The 
bouts are scheduled for 12 rounds. the 
winners of each semifinal will clash in 
the final in 2011 with the losing fight-
ers competing in a consolation fight.

Vic Darchinyan: i’m happy i’m fighting in mexico

according to clarified data, the 
technical launch of the longest 

ropeway leading to tatev monastery 
will take place on October 16, 2010.
a range of events with partici-
pation of Armenia’s officials 
and guests is scheduled for this 
day, the national competitive-
ness foundation of armenia told 
a panarmenian.net reporter.
several days after the official 
launch, all visitors will be wel-
come to take a ropeway ride.

september 29, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

technicAl lAunch oF longest RopewAy scheduled FoR 
ctobeR 16

each of the participants in the ban-
tamweight tournament has previ-
ously fought at least one of the 
other fighters in competitive bouts.
“This is a great tournament. It has the 
interest of the fans. it has the interest of 
the fighters and once and for all you’ll 
know who the best really is. There are 
four great fighters. i have a lot of respect 
for all of them. Agbeko fought a great 
fight and darchinyan had concrete be-
tween his ears, didn’t listen to his cor-
ner and i believe cost himself the fight, 
but yonnhy finished the unfinished 
work of Vic by finishing Agbeko off,” 
Darchinyan’s promoter Gary Shaw said.
“I’m happy I’m fighting in Mexico. My 
style is a mexican style, guys are com-
ing to fight, coming for a show, so that’s 
wha t I’m going to do. Mexicans love 
my style. i am not against them, i am not 
against anyone. I’m just against my op-
ponent. it just happens mexicans have 
been my opponents, which is good. 
Mexicans are good fighters,” fight-
news.com cited darchinyan as saying.
October 1, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

sevan National Park non-commercial or-
ganization’s council hosted a sitting in 

yerevan, headed by armenian territorial 
administration minister armen gevorgyan. 
Creation of special workgroup to examine le-
gal status of unregistered sevan-adjacent con-
structions was agreed on. Water master spe-
cial equipment for cleansing sevan basin from 
water-covered trees was imported from fin-
land. companies in charge of territory cleans-
ing will be given a possibility to sell the trees, 
thus lowering the self cost of cleansing works.

October 2, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

speciAl equipment to be impoRted 
FRom FinlAnd to cleAnse sevAn 
bAsin FRom tRees
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tigran SargSyan: ‘at the enD of the year the economic 
gRowth RAte will be higheR thAn 1.2%, deFined by 2010 
State buDget bill’

according to forecasts, at the end 
of the year the economic growth 

rate will be higher than 1.2%, defined 
by 2010 state budget bill, ra prime 
minister tigran sargsyan said at a 
meeting with journalists during today’s 
visit to ‘Masis’ station. He added that 
if not the unprecedented decline in 
the agricultural sphere, the econom-
ic growth rate would be higher. the 

51% of websites, registered in circle.am 
Armenian ranking system, are located 

within .am domain zone. .com zone has a 
29% share; .ru - 8%; .net - 3%, .info-3%, 
other domain zones -6%. according to a re-
port developed by circle.am and business 24 
project, 80% of armenian websites use for-
eign hosting, with only 20% of servers situ-
ated in armenia. a 2% decrease in armenia-
hosted websites was observed in summer 
2010 compared to spring results, proving the 
country is not up to facing foreign competi-
tion. 

September 23, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

80% oF websites RegisteRed in 
ciRcle.Am use FoReign hosting

prime minister said the government 
overfulfils the most important index – 
tax incomes – which strengthens the 
state’s financial stability and raises the 
level of withstandability. ‘Economic 
forecasts change once every quarter.
an economic crisis is registered when 
symmetric phenomena of past years 
are not registered and it becomes dif-
ficult to make forecasts. It is evident 
that the world economy reflects on 
armenia through investments, trans-
fers, world market prices. Taking 
this fact into account, reassessment 
of macroeconomic indices is being 
made every quarter. the matter is that 
our macroeconomic indices should 
be balanced for that we could form 
enough reserves to ensure stability,’ 
prime minister tigran sargsyan said.

october 1, 2010 www.armenpress.amt

the armenian government is 
consistently introducing e-gov-

ernance system to decrease corrup-
tion risks, what will allow creating 
pre-requisites for improvement of a 
competitive business environment, 
decreasing a direct communication be-
tween public employees and citizens.
on october 4, armenian minister of 
finance tigran davtyan said that the 
armenian government has approved 
a bill on introduction of amend-
ments to the ra law on licensing, 
tax code and 14 laws, under which 
the types of licenses and procedure 
for their obtainment is reduced.
“We have managed to achieve radical 
changes in the public management, 
reducing the number of licenses from 
169 to 96 or by 40%,” said Davtyan.
besides, many complex licenses have 
been simplified, while enterprises 
will be able to apply for licenses elec-
tronically at www.e-gov.am/licenses.
at the first stage, the amendments 
will refer to simple licenses issued 
by the ra ministry of finance and 
ministry of transport and commu-
nication, as licenses for organiza-
tion of gambling and taxi services 
are basically provided here. in six 
months, the new approaches will 
be applied in other fields as well. 
october 4, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

RA goveRnment tRies to 
decReAse coRRuption 
Risks in licensing

the presidency of the forum of 
armenian association of europe 

(FAAE) sent a letter of appreciation 
to the management of euronews tv 
channel, hailing its true information 
with respect to praying namaz by Turk-
ish nationalists on the ruins of ani.
head of the faae ashot grigo-
ryan said that the tv channel noted 
that Turkey organizes new provoca-
tions instead of lifting its blockade 
of armenia. besides, the tv channel 
made a clear hint, showing the terri-
tories around ararat, including sur-
malu province, in Armenia’s colors.
according to grigoryan, it is the first 
reaction of euronews to the speech of 
Slovakian politician Frantisek Mik-
losko at the European economic fo-
rum, in which he demanded to re-
turn ararat mountain to armenians.
FAAE noted that the more Ankara 
develops its nationalistic policy, the 
severer EU’s reaction will be. Thus, 

Grigoryan advised the Turkish authori-
ties to study the eu policy towards 
nationalistic parties of those countries, 
which became members of the euro-
pean family during the past 10 years.
“As a response to Turkish nationalists, 
we state that the armenian lobby of 
europe is going to intensify its strug-
gle for the return of armenian lands, 
which were transferred by Bolsheviks 
to Turkey without any grounds and ex-
planations,” reads the FAAE statement.
october 4, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

euRonews gives FiRst ReAction to demAnd on RetuRn oF 
ARARAt to ARmeniAn

armenian minister of energy and natural 
resources armen movsisyan  said that 

the volumes of electric power export from 
Armenia to Iran will be increased. “The vol-
umes of electric power export have consider-

ably increased this year compared to 2009, 
and they will continue growing also next year,” 
Movsisyan told journalists on October 5. As 
for georgia, the minister noted that currently 
armenia does not supply electric power to it, 
while its export in future depends on many fac-
tors, including climate and precipitation in 2011.

October 5, 2010 www.panarmenian.net

ARmeniA to incReAse elec-
tric power export VolumeS 
to iRAn
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tuRkish nAtionAlists RAlly in 
ARmeniAn holy site At Ani

the international monetary fund 
(IMF) on Wednesday modified 

downward Armenia’s 2010 growth 
rate, from 4.8 percent to 4 percent.
the modification was announced by 
imf country representative in arme-
nia guillermo tolosa in yerevan, ac-
cording to the arminfo news service.
The IMF predicted a 4.5-per-
cent growth for armenia for 2011.
the imf country representative also modi-
fied the prediction for the country’s 2010 in-
flation rate, from 6.2 percent up to 7 percent.
the good news, however, pronounced 
by the IMF official was that Armenia’s 
budgetary deficit would drop, from ac-
counting for 5 percent of the coun-
try’s GDP this year to 4 percent in 2011 
and further down to 3 percent in 2012.
according to the armenian govern-
ment’s mid-term expenditure program for 
2011-2013, the country’s budgetary defi-
cit would be reduced from 7.7 percent of 
gdp in 2009 to 4.9 percent in 2011, 4. 
3 percent in 2012 and 4 percent in 2013.
Guillermo Tolosa said that Armenia’s 
economy is recovering from the crisis.
By August, Armenia’s inflation rate 
dropped to 1.3 percent, down from the Janu-
ary-July average of 5 percent, according to 
the armenian national statistical service.

September 30, 2010 www.chinadaily.com.cn

imF modiFies economic 
FoRecAst FoR ARmeniA

the cathedral was conquered by Turk-
ish ruler alp arslan in the 11th century

Turkish nationalists have said Mus-
lim prayers inside the ruins of a his-
toric christian cathedral in a move 
likely to cause friction with Armenians.
hundreds of nationalists travelled to 
the ruins of the 11th century cathe-
dral at Ani in eastern Turkey to com-
memorate a muslim victory there.
the action is being seen as a response 
to the reopening of another historic ar-
menian church last month in Turkey.
armenians from across the world came 
to hear Mass at the church in Lake Van.
continue reading the main story
ani, an uninhabited archaeological site, 
was once the capital of a medieval ar-
menian kingdom in the province of Kars.
devlet bahceli, head of the nation-
alist Action Party (MHP), led the 
crowd saying prayers at the site.
the party said it was following the ex-
ample of Turkish ruler Alp Arslan, who 
removed the cathedral’s cross and prayed 
there following his capture of ani in 1064.
Turkish nationalists say Muslim prayers in-
side the cathedral the nationalists said they 
were imitating one of their historic heroes
on 19 september, armenian worshippers 
held a service at the island church in Lake 
van for the first time in nearly 100 years.
The church, on an island in the lake, 
was damaged during the mass kill-
ing of armenians during World War i.
It was restored by the Turkish govern-
ment in 2007 and turned into a museum.
Turkey allowed the Mass to take place 
in the hope it would be seen as a ges-
ture of reconciliation but some de-
nounced the move as a publicity stunt.
some christians did not attend the 
service, complaining that the Turk-
ish authorities had refused to place 
a cross on the roof of the building.

October 1, 2010 www.bbc.co.uk

the Sept. 24 editorial “A toxic hold,” “A 
toxic hold,” in criticizing Sen. Barbara 

Boxer’s and my opposition to the nomination 
of matthew bryza as ambassador to azerbai-
jan, cited an unsubstantiated comment from 
a junior member of my staff as my position. 
this was despite the fact that a post edito-
rial writer had a full conversation with my 
foreign policy adviser and an official writ-
ten statement regarding my position, which 
was entirely consistent with my statement 
before the senate foreign relations com-
mittee. The suggestion that my office “back-
pedaled” is incorrect. The Post is entitled 
to its own opinion, but not to its own facts.
for the record, i stand by my position that 
mr. bryza is the wrong person for the job 
and have made public my hold in the u.s. 
senate on his nomination. that position 
has absolutely nothing to do with the ethnic 
origin of his wife. it is based on informa-
tion that i believe raises concerns about mr. 
Bryza’s ability to remain impartial toward 

why i oppose mAtthew 
bryza’S nomination aS am-
bAssAdoR to AzeRbAijAn

Azerbaijan and Turkey, including his op-
position to the recognition of the armenian 
genocide by Turkey and his close ties to in-
dividuals in both governments. perhaps it 
is not so unusual for a u.s. ambassador to 
have acquaintances in regional governments, 
but when those relationships affect the abil-
ity of the individual to represent the inter-
ests of the united states, it is my preroga-
tive to withhold support of the nomination.
finally, at the core of my opposition to mr. 
Bryza’s nomination is respect for the Arme-
nian people. the armenian genocide was one 
of the great atrocities of modern history. We 
should not be sending a top diplomat to the 
region who does not support recognition of 
what is considered among historians to be 
the first modern genocide. nor should the 
post label the armenian national commit-
tee of America as “noxious” simply for de-
manding recognition of this historical fact. 
Barbara Levy Boxer is a Senator from Cali-
fornia  and a member of the Democratic Party.

October 3, 2010 www.washingtonpost.com

Sargsian will be in Tehran on October 25-26 to 
discuss bilateral ties and cooperation in meet-
ings with senior iranian officials, including 
president ahmadinejad and first vice-presi-
dent mohammad reza rahimi.
earlier, yerevan's ambassador to tehran grig-
or Arakelian had told FNA that the visit will 
take place at the invitation of Rahimi.
the envoy added that the iranian and armenian 
officials are slated to explore avenues for the 
further expansion of and deepening of relations 
between the two states.
meantime, iranian ambassador to armenia 
seyed ali saqayan announced in september 
that a free trade agreement between iran and 
armenia could be signed during the visit to iran 
by the armenian premier. he pointed out that a 
relevant document was drafted last year when 
armenian president serzh sargsyan visited te-
hran, and said the two sides started working on 
the draft shortly after sargsyan's visit.

October 3, 2010 www.english.farsnews.com

armenian pm to visit tehran 
late in october
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LETTER: DANNy TARKANIAN THANKS ARMENIAN 
COMMUNITy

for most armenians before my generation, 
charents is a name of legend. Known as 

a genius poet, charents was also a public ac-
tivist and soldier during the first World War. 
unfortunately very few members of my gen-
eration only know him by his masterpiece 
“Yes Im Massis Sarn Em Siroum” (I love my 
Massis mountain). Even I had the barest in-
troduction to this great literary treasure until 
a few days ago. On September 25, 2010 the 
arpa film festival screened the documen-
tary, “Charents: In Search of My Armenian 
Poet” at the Egyptian Theater. The film’s 
director is shareen anderson, an award win-
ning filmmaker based in South Africa. On 
the day of the screening i was very excited 
at the opportunity to learn more about this 
prolific man. We soon shuffled into the un-
fortunately small theater where professor of 
armenian language and literature at ucla, 
anahid 16 Keshishian, gave a wonderful in-
troduction about her experiences with char-
ents. she described her emotional journey 
with this man as if they had been close rela-
tions; even though Charents had been killed 
by the NKVD (the predecessor to the KGB) 
in a soviet prison sixty-seven years ago. i 
felt envious… Why hadn’t I had those same 

experiences? Why wasn’t I forced to read 
charents in grammar school? nevertheless, 
the film soon began and it was very well di-
rected. As the two hours quickly passed I be-
gan to revere a man whose work I had never 
read. Thankfully the film also included ex-
cerpts of his poetry. I won’t give any serious 
spoilers because i believe that this is a must 
see if you are interested in armenian culture.
any real criticism that i have of the docu-
mentary would be the focus on over com-
pensatory praises by charentsian fanatics. 
rightfully so, charents deserves every single 
one. however it was mentioned in one scene 
that charents had actually shot a woman who 
had rebuffed his interests and spent 8 years 
in jail for it. Why was this man in so much 
internal conflict? This was always a quickly 
bypassed topic and like a shadow, loomed 
over almost each interview. everybody in 
the theater knew it existed but it was never 
directly addressed. Though while that dark-
ness could be very frightening and intrigu-
ing the director chose to leave it shrouded in 
mystery. however, let me reiterate that this 
documentary is still enchanting. prior to see-
ing it, charents was only a famous armenian 
writer. Now he’s been mythologized to the 
likes of Sayat Nova, Hovannes Tumanyan 
and Komitas vartabed. this documentary 
amplified my interest and doubled my rev-
erence for his work. Through my personal 
experiences, it seems that the diaspora hasn’t 
come to know and hold dear this extraordi-
nary figure in Armenian culture. Thankfully 
“Charents: In Search of My Armenian Poet” 
definitely changed that for at least one arme-
nian. i just hope that my fellow viewers in 
that theater felt the same way.

October 2, 2010 Lousabats N 854
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in seARch oF my ARmeniAn poet the mAss At AkhtAmAR, And 
what’S next

“Victory is in the realization of 
mad men’s dream…” This, writ-

ten in big armenian letters along with a 
photo of Akhtamar Island’s Holy Cross 
church, ran on the front page of the lo-
cal daily newspaper van times on sept. 
19, produced in cooperation with the 
Istanbul-based Agos weekly on the occa-
sion of the holy mass ceremony in that 
church, which took place on the same 
day. cheering headlines were common 
on the front pages of other local news-
papers, too. While newspapers like Se-
hrivan, bolge, prestij, and vansesi were 
presenting the event as “a contribution 
to the world peace and a bright exam-
ple of tolerance,” other newspapers like 
DoguAnadolu were sinking deep into 
details by criticizing their colleagues for 
missleading the public by presenting the 
Mass as a first after 95 years, and not 92 
years?matching it with the date of the ar-
menian uprising of van in 1918, in an at-
tempt to fuel more historic hatred against 
“traitor Armenians.” In 1951, Yasar Ke-
mal, a reporter of Kurdish origin, wit-
nessed the beginning of the demolition 
plan on the island of Akhtamar while 
visiting the region. he used his contacts 
to stop the destruction of the site and 
raised awareness of it through his writ-
ings. this is how a masterpiece of world 
and armenian medieval architecture was 
saved for today’s Mass ceremony. The 
church, however, was left in a dilapi-
dated and abandoned state until 2005, 
when the Turkish government decided to 
begin restoration efforts.in an interview 
to the Armenian Weekly, the governor of 
van, munir Karaloglu, who followed the 
event from a helicopter flying over the is-
land, said that restoration was carried out 
by the ministry of culture and tourism 
of Turkey, and that it cost nearly $1.5 mil-
lion. In 2007, it was finished and opened 
as a museum. during the ceremony. 
october 1, 2010 full story www.asbarez.com

the Armenian Weekly received the 
letter below from Danny Tarkanian, 

who campaigned to win the republican 
primary for u.s. senate in nevada.i want 
to thank everyone in the Armenian com-
munity who followed and supported my 
campaign for united states senator from 
nevada. since my college days, i have 
wanted to get into public service. i believe 
it is the noblest profession to which a per-
son can aspire. Governor Deukmejian, the 
first Armenian governor in our country’s 
history, has been my inspiration. he was a 
statesman in every sense of the world and 

gave hope to armenians all over america 
that our dreams were within our grasp. 
With the many critical issues facing arme-
nia today, resolution of the genocide, pro-
tocols and reduction in financial assistance 
by the american government, i felt it was 
time for our country to have its first arme-
nian united states senator. With the help 
of so many in our community we almost 
made this a reality. i am forever grateful 
for all of your help and support. one of the 
wonderful traits of our armenian heritage 
is the determination to persevere. We are 
not quitters and never will be.
October 2, 2010 www.armeniaweekly.com
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